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28 March 2008

Section of Environnental Analysis

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street SW

Washi ngton, D C 20024 (express delivery)

Re: Consolidated Rail Corporation - Abandonnent
Exenption - in Hudson County, NJ,
AB 167 (Sub-no, 1189X) and rel ated proceedi ngs.

Madans/ Sirs:

This letter is on behalf of Gty of Jersey Gty, the
Pennsyl vania Railroad Harsinus Sem Enbanknent Preservation
Coalition ("Enbanknent Coalition”), and Rails to Trails
Conservancy (collectively referred to as “"Comrenters”). The
letter provides comments in connection with the "environnental
report” (ER and "historic report” (HR prepared by Consolidated
Rail Corporation (Conrail) and submtted under cover letter dated
March 6, 2008, to the Surface Transportation Board (SIB or Board)
in connection with the proposed abandonment of two |ines of
railroad in the Gty of Jersey Cty: the Harsinmus Branch and the
Hudson Street Industrial Track.

Summary of Conments

Conrail's ER'HR should be rejected as inadequate. The ER/HR
s based almost entirely on the absence of information provided
In response to a set of letters Conrail sent to a smattering of
governnental officials or agencies dated February 7, 2008. Those
letters provided limted and msleading information about
Conrail's actions to date, and proposed actions at the SIB
Conrail based its ER'HR largely on the single response it clained
to have received. This is especially disingenuous since Conrail
grepared its ER/HR before the return date (30 days from February
) set forth in its own letter requesting information. Conrail
IS not sone tiny shortline ignorant of its lines or the
requi renents of the National Environnental Policy Act or the
National H storic Preservation Act, nor does Conrail's proposed
abandonnent affect property of no consequence in the mddle of
nowhere. The actions taken by Conrail to date, and its proposed
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action it sets forth inits ERHR are highly controversial and
significantly and adversely inpact the environnent and historic
resour ces.

The Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) should find that
t he proposed action sought by Conrail with respect to the
Harsimus Branch will "significantly" affect the environnent, and
insist that a full "environnental 1npact statenment” (HS be
p][(fepared bef oi e any abandonnent of the Harsinmus Branch nay becone
ertTective.

SEA nust ensure that the Board does not take any action upon
Conrail's proposal until there is full conpliance not only wt
section 106 of the National Hstoric Preservation Act, but also
with section 110(k) of that Act. Section 110(k) precludes any
a1gency action here in light of Conrail's anticipatory denolition
of the Harsinmus Enbankment on the Harsinus Branch, absent prior
consultation with the Advisory Council on Hstoric Preservation
éAO_sz and special findings by the Board, which cannot |awfully
e nade.

In light, anmong other things, of Conrail's anticipatory
denolition of the Harsinus Embanknent to date, Commenters object
to the inadequate ER'HR prepared by Conrail; the failure of
Conrail to provide adequate tinme for comvent before it prepared
the ERHR, let alone afterward; the msleading nature of conments
by Conrail in its February 7, 2008 letter requesting information,
and the failure of Conrail to disclose inportant infornation
already in its files; the failure of Conrail to incorporate
comments it did receive in response to its February 7 letter;
Conrail's rush to invoke fast-track "class exenption" procedures
in aclearly controversial situation involving an historic asset
inamjor nmetropolitan area inmediately adjacent to Manhattan;
and Conrail's general failure to cooperate in addressing
| egitimate public concerns relating to historic preservation,
highly beneficial alternative public uses, inportant rail
transportation needs, and the significant adverse environmental
and historic preservation inpacts flowing from Conrail's actions.

Comrenters object to use of class exenption procedures in
the case at bar, as well as any further processing of Conrail's
proposed abandonment of the Harsinmus Branch w thout preparation
of a full environnmental inpact statement and w thout full
conpliance with NHPA section 110(k). Wthout waiver of these
objections, if the Board were nonetheless to allow Conrail to
proceed using a class exenption, then SEA should recommend t hat
any such exenption be stayed indefinitely to allow for adequate
consi deration of environmental and historic ﬁreservation | ssues,
as well as authorized only with conditions that protect the
public fromthe significant and adverse inpacts of Conrail's
m sconduct to date.

Commenters request consulting party status for purposes of
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the Section 106 process in any abandonnent proceedi ng Conr ail
initiates in connection with the Harsims Branch.
ldentification of Commenting Parties,

Cty of Jersey Gty is the municipal corporation within
whose boundaries all the proposed abandonments woul d occur.?

Gty of Jersey Gty submtted comments to Conrail by letter dated
Myrch 4, 2008, which Conrail's ERFHR ignores. City already has
provi ded copies of the Mayor's letter to SEA and to the Board for
filing in this docket as a pleading. dty's participation in the
comrents and objections set forth herein is supplenentary to the
Mayor's March 4 letter. The Gty seeks to preserve the Harsinus
Branch as an historic resource and for continued rail
transportation as well as trail and greenway purposes.

The Enbanknent Coalition is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
corporation with over 1000 individual nenbers and supporters as
well as affiliated organizations, including |ocal neighborhood
organi zations, dedicated to preserving the historic Sixth (or
Harsi nus) Street Enbankment on the Harsinus Branch. Many of the

! Conrail solicited the comments of the Gty of Jersey Gty and
others on the environnental and historic resource consequences of
its proposed abandonnent by letter dated February 7, 2008. The
Conrail letter requested that comments be provided in 30 days.
Since 2008 is a |leap year, coments woul d be due on March 8.
Mayor Healy for the Gty responded to Conrail by letter dated
March 4, 2008, with a series of comments and objections to
Conrail's proposed actions and representations, particularly in
reference to the Harsinmus Branch.

Conrail evidently prepared and submtted its "Environnental
Report"” and "Hstoric Report” (ERHR on or about March 6, 2008
(the date of Conrail's transmssion letter). W note that this
date is prior to the due date for comments provided in Conrail's
February 7 letter. Thus, although CGonrail in its ER HR purports
to have solicited cooments and to have consulted, it effectively
did not do so in a neaningful fashion prior to draning up its
ER'HR even if one assumes arguendo that asking for comments in
30 days constitutes consultation. As a kind of confirmation of
the msleading nature of Conrail's alleged consultation, the
railroad's submssion totally ignores the Gty's coments
mani fest in the Mayor's letter, even though the Mayor's March 4
letter was wthin Conrail's arbitrary deadline.

As we indicate later in our comments, the ERRHR is al so
defective in omtting other germane information which is known to
be in the files of Conrail. Further, the letter transmtting the
ER/ HR advi ses recipients that they should comment within 21 days.
This time period is insufficient for purposes of the
environnental and historic issues posed in this proceedi ng,
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Coalition's nmenbers live in the vicinity of the Enbanknent and
woul d use it for commuting, recreation, and open space were it to
be preserved.

Rails to Trails Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
corporation with over 86,000 nenbers, including over 2200 menbers
in New Jersey and over 5500 in neighboring New York, RICis
dedi cated to preserving otherw se-to-be abandoned railroad
corridors for alternative and future public use, including
possible future rail reactivation and interimuse as trails. RIC
nmenbers seek to preserve the Harsinmus Branch for trail, rail and
ot her conpati bl e public uses.

Al t hough Conrail knows that the Enbankment Coalition, RIC -
and nurerous ot her non-governnental organizations are interested
in the Harsinus Branch (that was apparent to the railroad as a
result of proceedings in F.D. 34818}, Conrail failed to seek any
comment from any them for purposes of preparing the ER HR

Prior Proceedings Qernmane Here,

Al three of these Commenters participated as parties
applicant in City of Jersey Gty, et al., Petition for a
Declaratory Order, STB Finance Docket 34818. The Har si nus

Branch is not really a "branch.” It is the historic mainline for
freight of the old Pennsylvania Railroad, It termnated in the
Harsi nus Cove, directly across the Hudson River fromthe Wrld
Trade Center, lost on 9/11. Conrail wunilaterally and unlawful |y
reclassified this obvious rail line as a spur and purported to
engage in an illegal de facto abandonment of the Branch wi t hout

any prior authorization fromthis Board.? Conrail tore out
bridges and tracks, all wthout prior STB or |1QGC authorization.
Al t hough Conrail clainms to have offered to sell the line to a
| ocal redevel opnrent agency for redevel opnent, the railroad
rejected Jersey AQty's separate efforts to acquire the line for
transportation uses (including possible light rail and trail).
Knowing that the Gty was preparing emnent donai n proceedi ngs,
Conrail and instead purported to sell, again wthout any prior
STB aut horization, the entire Enbankment portion of the Harsinus
Branch to a |and assenbler (referenced herein as "SLH
Properties”) for unlawful non-rail purposes (nanely, denolition
and devel opnent for townhouses). Morre recently, SLH has proposed
turning the Enbanknment into a parking garage for large towers
erected on top of it.

Pronpted by Conrail's precipitous and unauthorized sal e of
t he Enbankrment and SLH Properties' comrencenent of denolition of
structures adjoining the Enbanknent, Commenters and then-

2 Under |CCTA and its predecessor statute, a freight railroad
may not abandon a rail line without prior SIB (fornerly 100
aut hori zation. See 49 U S C 10903.
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Assenbl ynan Manzo petitioned this Board for a declaratory order
that the Harsinmus Branch was a line of railroad under the Board's
preenmptive jurisdiction. This Board granted the relief sought by
Commenters in a Decision served August 9, 200? in F.D  34818.

SLH Properties sought adm nistrative reconsideration, which was
denied in a Decision served Decenber 19, 2007. Conrail and SLH
Properties have now filed at |least five petitions for judicia
reviewin the U S Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit from
this Board's determnation. SLH Properties has used the alleged
pendency of these petitions as an excuse to continue its
litigation in New Jersey state courts to force City of Jersey
Cty to issue it denolition permts and subdivision approvals for
the Harsinmus Branch notw thstanding this Board s preenptive
jurisdiction. Conrail has supported SLH Properties in state
court filings.

As this summary of Conrail's course of conduct denonstrates,
Conrail has engaged in anticipatory denolition, and by Conrail's
proposed invocation of the class exenption for abandonmnent
authority, the railroad seeks to reap the benefits of that
illegal conduct by foreclosing various federal and state renedies
ot herw se available to the Commenters had Conrail and its chosen
“devel oper” SLH Properties not engaged in unlawful anticipatory
denol i tion.

Conrail in its ER/HR filing essentially conceals this
history. The only reflection of Conrail's illegal past actions
manifest in its ERHR is the railroad's statement that it has no
pl ans to dispose of track, track material or crossties, because
t hose have been renoved (ER p.2), and its statenent that it has
renoved all the bridges (HR p. 9. Indeed the railroad in fact
has torn out the rail, ties and bridges. But far fromindicating
that less environnental and historic review is needed, Conrail's
statenments about renoval of track and ties confirminstead that
Conrail has engaged in an illegal anticipatory denolition of the
Har si mus Branch. Conrail's acknow edgnent of unl awf ul
anticipatory denolition of the line would be even nore evident if
Conrail inits ERRHR had directly owed up to the fact that it
has illegally purported to alienate the entire property for non-
rail purposes without any prior STB authorization. As it is, a
careful reading of Conrail's attachnments to its ER/ HR does
enconpass an indirect admssion of illegal anticipatory
alienation.® As explained later, Conrail's clear anticipatory

® Inall of its February 7, 2008 letters attached to its ER HR
requesting conment frompublic agencies, Conrail states that "the
underlying right-of-way was either sold or reverted to various
parties,” Although its ER' HR does not nention the issue, the
quoted statenent by Conrail is an admssion of anticipatory
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denolition and plethora of illegal actions in respect to this
property bars the Board from granting the relief sought by
Conrail, unless the Board first consults with the Advisory
Council on Hstoric Preservation (ACH) and makes speci al
findi ngs.

Conment on M| epost. Designati ons,

Rai | road m lepost designations are sonetines arbitrarily
changed or assigned, and the designati ons enpl oyed by Conrail
here for the Harsinus Branch are a case in point. Historically,
the portion of the Branch between Luis Munoz Marin Boul evard
(former Henderson Street) to CP WAl do (near Wal do Avenue) was
designated as (approxinmately) Ml epost 1.3 to (approxi nmately)

M| epost 2.54 on relevant track charts and maps.* Conrail in its
ER/HR nmay be using arbitrarily revised m | epost designations it
has assigned as a result of unilateral reconfigurations of its
system On the other hand, Conrail nay be attenpting to confuse
the issue for purposes of its pending petitions for judicial
review in the DDC Grcuit fromthis Board s decisions in F. D,

destruction of the rail line, but also it is msleading and
erroneous. |In particular, there can be no reversion of a
regulated rail line until this Board authorizes an abandonnent.
E.g., Philips v. Denver SRG RR 97 F.3d 137b, 1377 (10°" Gir,
1996) (no reversion to adjoining | andowners due to non-use: "if
de facto abandonnent were sufficient to establish abandonnent...,
a railroad could easily circunvent IQC s oversight and regul ation
by sinply termnating its use of a railroad line"). Conrail's

m sl eadi ng statenents are inexcusable, since the railroad knows
the principles involved. After all, Conrail urged those
principles and their application in Chel sea Property Omers -.
Abandonnent -- Portion of the Consolidated Rail Corporation's,
West 30'" Street Secondary Track in NY, MY, 8 ICC 2d 773, AB 167
(SubOno. 1094), served Sept, 16, 1992, aff'd sub nom_
Consolidated Rail Corp. v. 1CC 29 F.3d 706 (DC Qr. 1994). A
deep irony with respect to the Harsinus Branch is the fact that
Conrail vigorously supported corridor preservation of the

el evated rail structure in the Chel sea case which arose in
Manhattan on an old branch |ine, but across the Hudson River in
Jersey Gty Conrail has sought to frustrate preservation of a
simlar structure on the forner Pennsylvania Railroad freight

mai nl i ne, Conrail's inconsistency is arbitrary and inexplicable.

* See, e.g., Conrail, Maintenance Programand Track Chart,

Atl antic Region, New Jersey Dvision, corrected to 1-1-80
(relevant pages set forth as Exhibit Ato Petition for

Decl aratory Order dated 11 January 2006 in Fi nance Docket 34818,
on file wwth STB).



34818.

For purposes of these comrents, Commenters intend their
references to the Harsinmus Branch to nmean that portion of the
Branch indicated in Conrail's EHHR map as H°P 0 to MP 1, 36,

Wi t hout any adm ssion that these mlepost designations in fact
correspond to historic designations for the Branch.
Environnental Inpact Statenent.

Al t hough the agency ordinarily prepares only an
"environmental assessnment” (EA) for purposes of proposed rail
abandonnents, it is well established that nmore is required in
ci rcunstances in which the abandonnment affects inportant cultural
or historic resources and presents controversial outcones. See
The, Baltinore and Chio Railroad Co. - Abandonnment - in Montgonery
County, M. and the Districtof Colunbia, AB 19 (Sub-no. 1}

(160, served Hay 21, 1986. In the referenced proceeding, this
Board's predecessor required an EIS when the line bifurcated a
l'inear national park (G Canal) and posed controversial outcomnes
in Georgetown (District of Colunbia) and Montgonery County

(Maryl and) .

For simlar reasons, this Board nust prepare a full
environnmental inpact statenent (HS before it may lawfully act
in this proceeding. |If SEA prepares an EA, the EA should and
nmust conclude that a full BES is necessary. Pursuant to 42
USC 4332(2 (Q/ a federal agency nmay not take a |icensing
action without first preparing an environnmental inpact statenent
(S where the licensing action may "significantly" affect
environnmental quality. This Board's regulations specifically
indicate that the Board is governed by the Council on
Environnental Quality's ((EQs) regulatory definition of the term
"significantly," See 49 C F.R 1105.5(a). The CEQ definition of
Asignificantly" is found at 40 CF. R 1108.27. That regul ation
indicates that determ nations of significance nust take into
account context and intensity.

As to context, it indicates that in the case of a site-
specific action, significance is determ ned by effects upon the
locale of the action rather than the world as a whole. 40 CF R
1508. 27( a) . In addition, both short and long term effects "are
relevant." 1d. A rail abandonment licensing action within a
Gty does not lose its significance nerely because it is felt
primarily in one |location (here, Jersey Gty). The proposed
action of Conrail also will also be permanent (not just short
tern) in its adverse effects.

As to intensity, the regulation lists a nunber of factors
that bear on this issue. For exanple, section 1508.27(b) (2
indicates that an action nmay be significant due to inpacts on
public safety and health. Section 1508.27(b)(3) indicates an
action nmay be significant owing to "unique characteristics of the
geographi c area such as proximty to historic or cultural
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resources.” Section 1508.27(b)(4) states that the degree to
whi ch the environmental inpacts are controversial bears on
significance. Section 1508.27(b)(8) states that the "degree to
which the action nay adversely affect districts, sites, highways,
structures, or objects listed in or eligible for listing in the
National Register of Hstoric Places or may cause |oss or
destruction of significant ... historical resources" also bears
on significance. Finally, section 1508.27(b)(10} states that
“whether the action threatens a violation of Federal, State/ or
local law or requirenments inposed for the protection of the
environnent” relates to significance.

Al'l the factors enunerated above support the conclusion that
t he proposed action by Conrail raises significant issues
requiring an BIS. The Enbanknent is a earthen fill structure
between tall stone walls. It is located in close proximty to
residential housing. Conrail's chosen "devel oper," SLH
Properties, plans either conplete denmolition of the Enbanknent
for street |evel townhouses, or gutting it for parking for high
rise condomniuns or apartnents on top. In either case, massive
amounts of earth nust be dug out and renoved. The potential for
adverse health effects fromairborne debris and safety inpact
from heavy construction and dunp truck traffic is extrenme and
conpl etely unanal yzed in Conrail's bare bones ERRHR  This is a
significant inpact per section 1508, 27(b)(2).

Conrail's proposal here will unquestionably cause
destruction of the Enbanknent. Yet the Enbankment is eligible
for listing on the National Register, and is also protected under
state and local law See Exhibit A (National Register
information) arid Exhibit C (state and |ocal historic status
det erm nati ons). Conrail has unlawfully purported to sell the
Enbanknment w thout STB authorization to SLH Properties, which is
actively suing Jersey Gty to force Jersey Gty and its agencies
to authorize conplete denolition of the Enbankment, and its
conversion into townhouses. See Exhibit B (summary of SLH
l[itigation), Abandonnent authorization will therefore result in
destruction of an historic asset, and therefore will "aversely
affect districts, sites, highways, structures, or objects listed
in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Hstoric
Pl aces"” per section 1508.27(b)(8).

In addition, the Enbanknent is imediately adjacent to two
National Hstoric Districts (see Exhibit G, which will be
detrimentally inpacted by its denolition. See Verified Statenent
by M. James in Ex, G Commenters have not had time to identify
and inventory the various structures in the NHD's which will be
adversely inpacted (as explained later, it is not Commenters'

l egal duty to do so, even if there were tine which there is not)*
However, the New Jersey SHPO has advi sed us that Pennsylvania and
New Jersey SHPQ s have recogni zed a National Register-eligible
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Pennsg/l vania Railroad Philadel phia to Mew York H storic D strict
(HD. While we currently understand this HD enconpasses |ines
used for passenger service, the New Jersey SHPO has al so

recogni zed the historic status, but not yet fixed the boundaries
of, an earlier in Jersey Cty. The relevant HD in this case is
called the "New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Hi storic D strict.”

It is our understanding that the Harsims Branch is, or would
likely be, enconpassed in that HD.P

Both the inpact on the Enbanknent and on adjoining NHD s,
and the possibility of adverse inpact on individual but
unidentified historic structures in the NHD s indicate that
Conrail's proposal raises significant adverse inpacts per
sections 1508.27(b)(3) & (8). Loss of the end of the Harsinus
Branch, as proposed by Conrail, would adversely inpact the New
Jersey Railroad Bergen Qut Hstoric Dstrict as well, also posing
significant adverse inpacts per the regulation,

Conrail's actions are nothing if not controversial. They
spawned a declaratory proceeding before the Board in an effort to
obtain some conpliance with the |law (F nance Docket 34818), and
SLIH Properties has l|launched a barrage of litigation against
Jersey Cty, one of its enployees, and its H storic Preservation
Comm ssion to obtain permts and authorizations to denolish the
Enbanknment and to convert it into non-rail uses w thout any prior
STB aut horisation either for sale of the Harsinus Branch to SLH
Properties for rail use, or for abandonnent of the Harsinus
Branch so it may be sold to SLH Properties as a tear down
property. Al this is in the face of public support for
preserving the railroad corridor/ and the Enbankment, intact for
alternative public uses,” Cdearly the environmental effects of

® See Letter, Pa. SHPOto Director, Bureau of Design, PA DOT,
August 11, 1994 (references PRR, Philadel phia to NY, district);
Letter, NJ SHPO to Supervising Env. Specialist, Dv. O Env.
Resources, NJ DOI, May 1, 2004 (sane).

® NJ SHPO has recognized this HD is eligible for the National
Regi ster since at |east May 21, 1999 {see Letter of that date, M
SHPO to Bureau of Env. Services, NJ DOI, at p. 3). SHPO further
advi ses that individual structures within that HD and on the
Har si mus Branch other than the Enbanknent have al so been

determ ned eligible for the National Register in their ow right.
See al so Exhibit H

' One manifestation of support for preservation and alternative
public use is the long list of political |eaders and private
organi zations that comrented in support of the Petition for a
Decl aratory Judgnent filed by Conrnenters and fornmer Assenbl yman
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Conrail's proposal are already "highly controversial," not just
"likely to be highly controversial." Again, under section
1508. 27(b) (A), an EIS is required.

Finally, Conrail's proposal "threatens violation of Federal
State, or local law and requirenents inposed for the protection
of the environnment'' per section 1508.27 (b) (10) , Conrail is
obligated under New Jersey state law to grant d right of first
refusal to any state or local agency to buy a rail line for which
the railroad applies to the Board for abandonment authority. NJ
Stat. 4:17-1,25.1. Conrail apparently intends to claimthat it
can evade this requirement because it illegally sold the line to
SLH Properties w thout seeking this Board' s authorization. Thi s
constitutes a threat to violate a state |law by way of an outright
violation of a federal requirenent that Conrail seek an
abandonnent authorization fromthe Board before it sells its
interests to another for tear down and non-rail use.® In
addition, unless the Board orders SLH to reconvey, or conditions
any grant of abandonnent authority upon SLH reconveying all it
purportedly received from Conrail, Conrail's actions threaten to
render nugatory statutes like 49 U S . C 10905, which authorizes
this Board to require Conrail to maintain its interests in
property for 180 days post-abandonnent to permt public
acqui si tion. Under section 1508.21(b)(10), GConrail's
anticipatory denolition and unauthorized sale to SLH in
circunvention of this Board's statutory authority (and the
public's rights thereunder) also trigger an E' S requirenent.

In sum Conrail's proposed abandonnent significantly
adversely affects the environment, and this Board may not
authorize it prior to conpletion of the ETS process. SEA shoul d
advi se the Board to undertake an BS  |If SEA prepares an EA the
EA shoul d so advi se the Board.

Conpliance with Sections 106 and [ip of the MHPA

Manzo in Finance Docket 34818. See Decision in F.D. 34818 served
August 9, 2007, at p.l n.2.

® This is not a situation involving sale of one of the sides of
a right of way parcel to an adjoining property owner for
additional parking, or for a farmor garden use, where the
railroad retains all that it needs for continued rail operation,
nor is this a sale of air rights or the underlying fee with the
railroad retaining a railroad easenent. Instead, Conrail here
purported to sell all and to retain nothing. |In any event, the
Enbanknent is structure which cannot reasonably be subdi vi ded.
It is either viatically used or not viatically used. Conr ai
sinply made an unlawful sale in violation of 49 U S.C 10903 and
the "integrity of this Board s procedures.
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The portion of the Harsinus Branch at Issue in this
proceeding is largely conposed of the Harsinmus Enbanknment, which

is eligible for listing on the National Register. In addition,
t he Enbanknment portion of the Branch is surrounded by two
National Hi storic Dstricts, which will be adversely affected by

Conrail's proposed action. W have not had tinme to identify all
adversely affected sites and structures, but are aware that there
are many. A typical exanple is the national Register-listed S.
Ant hony of Padua Church. W have attached sone docunentation
concerning the historic resources affected, and the adverse
impacts which will flow fromConrail's action, in Exhibits A, C &
G In addition, we have also noted that NJ SHPO advi ses us that
the entire Harsinus Branch is, or is likely to be, within the
previously recogni xed Nati onal Register-eligible New Jersey
RadJroad Bergen Cut Hstoric District. However, as the binding
regul ations of the Advisory Council on H storic Preservation
(ACHP) nake clear, identification of historic resources is the
responsibility of Conrail, and ultimately of the STB, and it is
not the responsibility of a commenting party or the state
historic preservation officer, Se e 36 CF.R 800.5. This would
especially be the case in the brief time provided the public and
the SHPO to comment in the "class exenption"” process. Conrail's
failure to identify, nmuch less discuss, historic resources is
depl orabl e since the record in F.D. 34818, all of which has |ong
been avail able to Conrail, is far nore detailed in respect to
historic resources affected by destruction of the Harsinmus Branch
than Cecnrail's truncated discussion even begins to indicate.

This gives the appearance that Conrail is attenpting to hide the
issue, or playing a gane of "catch ne if you can.”

1* Conrail Vs proposal is an "undertaking” requiring section
106 conpli ance. A federal licensing action for an abandonnent
unquesti onably constitutes an "undertaki ng" for purposes of
section 106 of the National Hstoric Preservation Act (NHPA), 16
US C 470f. Before granting such a license, the Board nust
"take into account the effect of the undertaking on any district,
site, building, structure or object that is included in or
eligible for the National Register."” 1d._ :

Al though the Board frequently grants exenpt abandonment
licenses prior to conpletion of section 106 review, it inevitably
then stays the effectiveness of the |icense pending conpletion of
the section 106 revi ew process. However, that ordinary approach
is not sufficient here. The Harsinus Enbanknent is a significant
hi storic property, and abandonnent authorization wl |l
unquestionably result in its irreparable destruction. (S Hwith
Conrail's active support is suing the Gty as these coments are
prepared in order to hasten the destruction of the Enbanknent.)
Under the circunstances, this "class exenption" proceeding is too
controversial for class exenption procedures in the first
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instance. In any event, the Board s approach of granting class
exenptions and then staying the effectiveness is foreclosed under
section 110(k), 16 U S. C 470h-2(k), in the facts of this case,
as discussed 1 n part 2 bel ow,

As already noted above, Conrail's HR is perhaps nost
dramati cal |l y i nadequate when it cones to identification of
historic resources within the "undertaki ng's" area of potential
effects, Conrail inits HRfails to reveal at all the
information on the historic nature of the Enbanknent which
Conrnenters placed of record in F.D. 34818* The railroad's
discussion is limted to summari zing sone coments that it
recei ved fromthe Hudson County Departnent of Public Resources,
Division of Planning. See Conrail HR at p. 10. The HR ot herw se
sinply says that "[t]he Hew Jersey State H storic Preservation
Ofice has been consulted.” | d,. But that consultation was
limted to sending SHPO a letter dated February 7, 2008, that had
a return date after Conrail prepared and submtted its HR that
contai ned m sl eadi ng informati on about "reversions"; and that had
no information about historic resources already known to Conrail.
Wth respect, this is not a neani ngful HR but a kind of
superficial "punt." Conrail, and ultinmately STB, have the
responsibility to identify historic resources, and cannot shift,
this burden to the public or to SHPQ 36 CF. R 800.5.

The Conrail HR does not even identify both the Nati onal
Hi storic Distzicts adjoining the Harsinus Branch, |et alone
i ndi vidual sites and structures that are historic in those
districts, even if immediately adjacent to the line. Even if the
SHPO or other public agencies were legally obligated to conply
wth Conrail's unilaterally inposed deadlines {both to supply
Conrail wth information, and then to comment on the HR) , which
SHPO and ot her public agencies are not, the HR gives the SHPO and
the public little or no information, and thus aggravating the
unacceptably abbreviated tine frame, for purposes of providing
any meani ngful response.

Thi s proceedi ng nust not go forward until an inventory of
affected sites, districts and structures is conpiled, and a
proper analysis of inpact is submtted. It should not be the
duty of either New Jersey or the interested public to conpile the
information that the railroad is supposed to conpile. In the
circunstances here, Conrail's purported ER/ HR should and nust be
rejected as clearly inadequate.

Conrail utterly fails to provide any analysis, let alone a
reasonabl e analysis, of the "undertaking s" inpact on historic
properties. The Section 106 regul ati ons nake clear that "adverse
effects on historic properties include ... [p]hysical destruction
of or danmge to all or part of the property, ... and ,,.
ft]ransfer, |lease or sale of property out of Federal ownership or
control w thout adequate and legally enforceable restrictions or
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conditions to ensure long-termprotection of the property's
historic significance." 36 CF.R 800.b(a)(2). Conrail's sale
of the property to SLH Properties was w thout any preservation
conditions, and Conrail's destruction of bridges and ot her
contributing historic features of the Enbanknent unquestionably
constitutes an adverse effect.

The Board is obligated to consult with the SHPQ the &3P,
and other consulting parties, in order to resolve adverse
effects. 36 CF.R 600.5(d) (20 . Comrenters are uniquely
affected nenbers of the public and their denonstrated interest in
the Harsinus Branch and the 6Y Street Enbanknent render them
appropriate consulting parties to the Section 106 process. Id..._
800.1(c)(5), Accordingly, this conment letter constitutes a
request that Commenters be accorded consulting party status in
the Section 106 process. |d 800.3(f).

2. Anticipatory denolition. NHP& section 110k, 16 U S C
470h-2(k), bars an agency like STB fromgranting a |icense where
the applicant has intentionally engaged in conduct adversely
affecting an historic resource in evasion of section 106 review,
Al though the Harsimus Branch is clearly a rail line for which STB
licensing action is needed before its bridges and structures are
destroyed and the property sold off for non-rail use, Conrail
intentionally did exactly that. Conrail admts in its ERthat it
took out all track and ties, and renoved the bridges. It does
not di sclose, but cannot deny, that it also sold off the
Enbanknment to SLH Properties in 2006 for denolition and non-rail
purposes, all w thout any STB authorization. |n consequence,
Conrail acted without any agency conpliance with Section 106, arid
thus without the inposition of conditions fostering preservation
of the Enbanknment, or barring the railroad for at |east 180 days
fromalienating the line other than for public purposes. A
cl earer case of anticipatory denolition and prejudice to
meani ngf ul section 106 review is difficult to inagine.

Where an applicant (like Conrail) intentionally and
adversely affects a historic property prior to applying for a
permt that otherw se would be subject to Section 106, SITB may

not authorize an abandonment at all here, unless —"after
consultation with the [Advisory] Council [on H storic
Preservation]" - it "determnes that circunstances justify

granting” the license "despite the adverse effect created or
permtted by the applicant.”" 16 US C 47Ch-2(k). The record
denonstrates the intentional destruction of historic properties
as part of a series of actions to evade SIB's jurisdiction over
the line itself as well as the agency's responsibilities under
Section 106. Accordingly, the Board is precluded from

aut hori zi ng the abandonnent, even if the authorization is stayed
pendi ng conpliance with Section 106, until the Board has engaged
in further consultations not just under Section 106, but also
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with ACHP as required in Section 110(k) .

Since STB on this record is precluded fromgoing forward
absent Advi sory Council consultation and special findings, ,
further processing of Conrail's "class exenption"” is beside the
point. Conrail should be directed to file some kind of case-
speci fic proceeding, and the Board should i ssue a procedur al
schedul e that provides for proper consideration of environmenta
concerns (an EI'S), and proper conpliance with NHPA sections 106
and 110 (consultation with ACHP after a neaningful inventory of
hi storic resources is conpiled and the inplications for them
anal yzed}. SEA’'s EA, if SEA goes forward with an EA, shoul d so
find and recomrend in the EA,

Environnental andHi storic Conditions

1- Reconveyance condition. The nost reasonable neans to
mtigate the harnful consequences flowi ng from Conrail's unl awf ul
conduct to date is to require reconveyance of the Enbanknent to
Conrail before this Board acts upon any abandonnent application
whi ch Conrail may pursue. |If contrary to these comrents, this
Board were to grant Conrail's proposed cl ass exenption, then SEA
shoul d recommend that the Board either order reconveyance, or
condition the effectiveness of any abandonnment authorizati on,
upon reconveyance, of the entire Harsinus Branch, including its
Enbanknent, as purportedly transferred to SLH Properties.

This condition is anply justified on rail regulatory as well
as environnmental and historic preservation grounds. Conrai
| acked authority to transfer the property for non-rail purposes,
and reconveyance is an appropriate renmedy. Accord/ The Land.
Conservancy of Seattle and King County "Acquisition Exenption -
in King County, WA, F»D, 33389, served Sept. 26, 1997- (re-
conveyance ordered where Board finds that original conveyance was
for non-rail purposes, even when authority for that conveyance
was tinmely sought and obtained). Absent reconveyance, SLH
Properties with Conrail support will continue to actively seek to
denol i sh the Enbanknent and to construct townhouses or new sky-
scrapers on top of it as SLH recently proposed. Indeed, SLH with
Conrai|l support continues actively for permts to denolish and
reconfigure the Enbanknent. Absent reconveyance, this Board' s
jurisdiction may be totally ignored. Even if this Board elects
not to assert direct jurisdiction over SLH the Board can readily
condi tion any abandonment authorization upon ConraiJ first
obt ai ni ng reconveyance. It is unconscionable that SLH wth
Conrail support, pursues permts and denolition, driving up the
cost of acquiring and restoring the Enbanknent, in collaboration
with Conrail, when at the sane time this Board' s jurisdiction
bars Jersey City from exercising emnent domain to acquire the
property. See CGtv of Lincoln v. STB. 414 F.3d 858 (8" Qr.
2005} (dty may not use emnent domain to acquire unused portion
of rail corridor not authorized for abandonnent), W 1thout
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appropriate handling of the reconveyance issue, federal and state
renmedies to aneliorate adverse environnmental and historic
preservation inpacts may be unavail abl e, unworkable, or rendered
prohi bitively expensive due to the m sconduct and unl awf ul
actions of Conrail. This agency should protect its jurisdiction
and the fundanmental -integrity of its processes and applicable
federal environnmental, historic preservation, and public use
requi rements by ordering reconveyance (or conditioning relief to
Conrail upon reconveyance), as in Land Conservancy.

2. Public use condition. Conrail's ER al nost conpletely
evades the issue of suitability of the properties proposed for
abandonnent for alternative public use. The ERat p. 3
references only information provided by Hudson County in response
to Conrail's February 7 inquiry letter. The ER ignores the fact
that Hudson County requested Conrail to consult with other
agencies with an interest in the Harsinus Branch. Even nore
significant, Conrail well knows that the Commenters have, and
that this Board has found {Decision served August 9, 2007, at pp.
7-8), intense public interest in preservation of, and alternative
public use for, the Harsinmus Branch. As Commenters and many
others pointed out in F.D. 34818, Jersey Gty is interested in
use of the Harsimus property for rail nmass transit (as Mayor
Healy's March 4 letter indicates, part of the Hudson Street rail
corridor is already used for that purpose) and for trail
purposes. See Exhibit D. Qher parties are interested in the
Har si mrus Branch as a park and greenway, and as an historic
| andmark denonstrating the past history of Jersey Gty as a key
rail hub. See. Exhibits D& E. It is undeniable that the
Harsimus Branch is the prinme, and indeed the only, route for the
East Coast Greenway to reach New York City from Phil adel phi a.
Sce Exhibit E Conrail's |ack of discussion of the issue of
alternative public use is on a par with the rest of its
i nadequat e and superficial ER HR

Under 49 U S C 10905, this Board nmust find whether
properties that are involved in a proposed abandonnent are
"appropriate for public purposes, including ... forns of nass
transportation, conservation, ... or recreation." In any
envi ronnent al docunentation prepared by SEA, SEA nust and shoul d
find that the Harsinus Branch is appropriate for public purposes.

In addition to a reconveyance condition, Comrenters expect
to request STB to inpose a public use condition, also authorized
by section 1Q@Q5, barring Conrail fromdisposing of any interest
in the Harsinmus Branch for 180 days from the effectiveness of any
abandonnent aut hori zation for any purpose other than a public
purpose. SEA should recommend that issuance of such a condition,
whi ch Commenters intend to request at the appropriate point in
t hese proceedi ngs. SEA shoul d further recommend that the
condition, in order to be nmeaningful, should only begin to run
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once all other "stays" on the effectiveness of any abandonnent
appl i cati on have term nat ed.

3. Mtigation conditions generally. Conrail's defective HR
clains at p. 10 that "there are no adverse environnental inpacts"
and that as a result mtigation is "inapplicable," evidently in
the sense of being irrelevant. Wth respect, granting the
i cense sought by Conrail in the unique anticipatory destruction
ci rcunstances here threatens a very serious, obvious and
incontrovertible adverse environnental inpact: the conplete
destruction of the National Register-eligible Harsinms Enbankment
and the di snenbernment of the National Register-eligible New
Jersey Railroad Bergen CQut Hstoric District. Conrail knows
that: the historic status fo the Enbanknment was poi nted out
repeatedly in the filings in Finance Docket 34818 in which
Conrail was a party.

Conrail's failure to acknow edge adverse environnent al
impacts renders its discussion of mtigation totally unreliable
and flawed. During an B S process, means and conditions to
mtigate the adverse environnmental consequences flow ng from

Conrail's illegal actions for which it now seeks Iicensing
sanctification may be addressed.
Severance

The Hudson Street Industrial Track by Conrail's mappi ng does
not intersect the Harsinus Branch and is a separate line. The
issues relating to that Track are separate fromthe Branch, and
it is confusing to attenpt to deal wth themin the sane
proceedi ng, nuch less the same ERF HR.  Conrail should seek
separ ate abandonnment authority in a different proceeding for

each.
Comments and (blections on Specific Portions of ER/ HR
ERp. 1, item1 (proposed action).

: Comrenters object to processing the Hudson Street Industrial
Track in the same proceeding as the Harsinus Branch. The lines
per Conrail's "Exhibit A" are not even connected

Conrail's statenent that it does not plan to di spose of
structures is msleading. The National Register-eligible
Har si nrus Enbanknent renains intact.

ER p.2, item2 (transportation systen). OMng to Conrail's
anticipatory destruction and purported illegal sell-off of the
Branch, the license action sought by Conrail wll result in
destruction of the last intact transportation corridor into
al ready congested Jersey Gty, and the addition of hundreds or
t housands of additional notor vehicles on the over-taxed street
grid. Jersey City desires to retain the rail corridor intact for
transportation use to alleviate transportati on probl ens, not add
to themas Conrail's proposal attenpts to guarantee.

ER p.3, item3 (land use). Conrail's contention that it
consulted with Jersey Gty and others by letter on February 7 is
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one of the nost disingenuous clains in the Conrail ER  Conrail
through SLH in a sense has been in relatively constant
consultation with the Gty for the last tw years, in that SLH
Properties, with now active Conrail support {Conrail filing
briefs in favor of SLH positions), has sued the Gty because the
City has postponed or denied local permts for the destruction of
t he Harsi mus Enbanknent, These permts have been w t hhel d
because Conrail's efforts do in fact conflict with Jersey Gty

| and use plans, or pose significant issues which need to be
addressed. Conrail wongly fails to reveal that the Gty has
actively sought to acquire the Enbanknent, and that Conrail in
the face of the AGty's expression of interest, unlawfully
transferred it to SLH Properties for non-rail purposes w t hout
STB aut hori zati on.

ER p. .4, item4 (energy). Jersey Gty seeks to preserve the
Harsinus Branch in order to preserve it for rail transportation
to alleviate urban congestion. This has energy-saving
i nplications,

ERp. 4, item5 fair quality). Jersey Gty is a
nonattai nment air quality area. Preserving the Harsinmus Branch
Wi ll assist in addressing air pollution in the future. In
addition, if Conrail is successful in denolishing the Harsinus
Enbanknent, huge anmounts of possibly contam nated earthen fill
nust be trucked out of Jersey Gty for disposal. This raises
unaddressed air quality issues.

ERp.5, item6 fnoise). Salvage of the Enbankment wl|
raise noise issues, just as it raises air quality issues.

ERp. 5 item7 (safety). GConrail's claimof no safety
i npacts agai n ignores sal vage of the Enbankment. The earthen
fill in the Enbanknment is potentially contamnated. |Its renoval
raises risks to public safety from airborne particles and from
dunp trucks and heavy equi pnent operating in the mddle of high
density residential areas adjacent to downtown Jersey Cty.

ERp. 5 item8 (biological resources). Gonrail's claimto
have consulted is msleading. It sent out a letter with a return
date after it prepared its ER As Exhibit F, attached hereto
denonstrates, the Enbanknent does provide habitat, and a serious
attenpt to review biological resources nmanifest in it should be
nmount ed.

ER pp. 6-7. item9 (water). Conrail's claimthat "no
clearing, grading, or alteration of the topography will result
from abandonnent” is clearly false. Conrail is participating in
state court litigation to conpel Jersey Gty to allow denolition
of the Enbanknent. This constitutes a huge anount of clearing,
grading and alteration of topography. The Enbanknent is a very
| arge structure. Since Conrail ignores the Enbanknment, its claim
that no pollutants will be released should Iikew se be ignored.
There needs to be sonme kind of neaningful analysis of what wll
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happen if Conrail gets away with destruction of the Enbanknent.

The Enbankment contributes to flood control and to control
of Conbined Sewer Qutflows (C3Qs) into the Hudson R ver.
Conraenters have grants or grant applications pending for
acquisition funds for the Enbankment on this basis. Destruction
of the Enbanknment may wel|l affect water quality.

ERp. 7, item10 (mtigation). Conrail is sinply wong in
its assertion of no adverse environnental inpacts. Conplete
destruction of a National Register-eligible historic resource
(the Harsinus Enbanknent) is a significant adverse environnental
i npact, as discussed above. In addition, loss of the corridor
significantly adversely affects two National Historic Districts
and an additi onal National Register-eligible district, forecloses
t he East Coast Greenway; and unreasonably truncates
transportation options for Jersey Qty.

Conrail's related claimthat mtigation is "inapplicable" in
the sense of being irrelevant ignores reality. Conrail sinply
seeks to avoid any mtigation of the significant adverse
environnmental inpacts flowng fromits actions. Conrail's
attenpt to ignore mtigation is one of the reasons a full HS
process is needed here. The railroad's filings to date, and its
position in respect to the parties, indicate that the railroad is
actively avoiding mtigation of the adverse consequences of its
unilateral actions in connection with the Harsinus Branch.

HR p. 8, proposed action. The Hudson Street |ndustri al
Track and the Harsinmus Branch should not be conbined in one
proceeding for the reasons previously stated.

HR p,8, item1l (nmap). The map Conrail attaches obviously
does not neet the requirenents of the regulation. It is not
equi valent to a topographic map and it certainly does not show
the national historic districts, buildings and other structures
of historic significance near the proposed abandonnent. The HR
should be rejected on this ground. ,

HRp. 8 item2 (description). Conrail's description is
obviously inadequate. The Harsinmus Branch in fact runs fromthe
Pal i sades down to the Cove, in downtown Jersey Gty, and bounds
two National Hstoric Districts. The two Dstricts in turn are
conprised largely of residential townhouses. See |ast sentence
in HHitem 1 comrent above.

HR p. 8 item3 [photographs). Conrail ignores the
surrounding National Hstoric Dstricts, |et al one nearby
bui | di ngs and structures of historic significance. See |ast
sentence in HR item 1 comrent above.

HRp..9 itemd4 (construction/destruction.of structures).
The dates given by Conrail are either confusing to us or do no
correspond to the actual dates of construction, replacenent and
destruction conpiled for historic preservation purposes. See
last sentence in HRitem 1l comment above.
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HRp. 9, item5 (carrier operations). The Harsinus Branch
was the freight termnus for the Pennsylvania Railroad system and
has a rich railroad and cultural history totally ignored by
Conrail . Conrail also ignores the AQty's interest in retaining
the Branch intact for future rail reactivation, and it further
ignores the efforts in which SLH Properties with Conrail support
is engaged to destroy the Enbanknment, See |last sentence in HR
item 1 comment above.

HRp. 9, item6 (docunents). Conrail nentions only some
m crofiche cards containing engineering drawings. During
di scovery in F.D. 34818, Conrail's attorneys clainmed to have
conputer files on the Branch as well but clained the files were
dated and that retrieval would be expensive and tine consum ng.
In addition, Conrail fails to disclose that it has the nom nation
papers and various other related docunents underlying the
determnation that the Enbanknent is eligible for listing in the
Nati onal Register. Conrail's response to item6 is thus plainly
m sl eadi ng and i nadequat e. See last sentence in HR item 1
comrent above. This is also the first Commenters have heard of
600 m crofiche cards. W request that all these cards be
supplied to SHPQ this agency, and Commenters for review, per 36
CF.R 800.11 (a): "the agency official shall ensure that a
determnation, finding, or agreement .. .. is supported by
sufficient docunentation to enable any review ng parties to
understand its basis."

HR p. 10, item 7 (opinion regarding historic matters!
Conrail has copies of the Enbanknent's National Register-
eligibility, as well as various state and local historic
designations. These are in pleadings Conmmenters served on
Conrail in F.D 34818. The National Register nomnation of the
Enbanknment raises the possibility that earlier elevated rail
structures are buried within the Enbanknent. Since Conrai
ignores the nom nation papers, there is no reason to credit to
anything other than wllful blindness or semantical word play
Conrail's statenment that it does "not believe there is a
l'i kel'i hood of archeol ogical resources...."

Conrail's discussion of historic resources ignores a host of
information available to the railroad, and only discusses
historic resources in ternms of remarks made by the Pl anning
Drector for Hudson County's Departnent of Public Resources in
response to the railroad' s February 7 letter

Conrail should have examned its own files. This Board
relies on the applicant to conpile information, Conrail has
failed to discharge this duty to conpile information in good
faith. Instead, the railroad circulated a msleading letter
askxng overwor ked public enployees or elected officials to offer
up sonme comments, and then prepared and sent in a boilerplate
ER/ HR before the return date of its msleading letter, which
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ER/HR to the extent useful at all is limted solely to
acknow edging information from the one comrent (from Hudson
County) that canme in (early), This fundanmentally fails to conply
with federally-required environmental and historic preservation
processes. Conrail is supposed to conpile the information, not
shunt the duty to others, especially by vague and uni nformative
letters containing msinformati on and setting forth arbitrary
return dates which the railroad ignores. Conrail is not sone
little shortline that acquired a line and lacks records of it, or
know edge of the relevant | egal processes. Nor is this a line
which is irrelevant and non-controversial. Conrail has no excuse
for its actions. See last sentence to HR item 1 comment above,
HE p. 11. item 8 (subsurface disturbance). Conrail appears
to admt that the Harsinus Enbanknent is contam nated based on
2005 sanpling. A full report of that contam nation should and
nust be nmade avail abl e for comment. See |ast sentence to HR item

1 comrent above. _
Concl usion
The ER'HR filed by Conrail is inadequate to support

environnental arid historic review of Conrail's proposed acti on.
Conrail's proposed licensing action is based on conduct anounting
to anticipatory denolition of the Harsinmus Branch and its
Nati onal Register-eligible Erbanknent. Abandonment of the Branch
w ||l adversely affect the environnent and in the circunstances
here result in the denolition of the Enbankment. Full B S review
is required. In addition, 16 DS C 470h™(k) bars any grant of
a license here until ACHP has been consulted and special findings
have been made. Any use of a "class exenption"” for the Harsinus
Branch is inappropriate, and the Branch should be severed from
the Hudson Street Industrial Track in all further proceedi ngs.
Commenters are supplying these cooments as quickly as
possible in light of the serious flaws in Conrail's proposal and
use of class exenption procedures to date* Commenters have not
had tinme to address fully or adequately the environnental and
hi storic resource issues raised by Conrail's actions and

proposal, Conrail certainly has not attenpted in any serious
fashion to illumnate those issues. '

SEA should recommend a full EI'S dismssal of any class
exenption sought by Conrail, a full Section 106 process,

consultation with ACHP per Section 110(k) before any abandonnent
Is authorized, granting of consulting party status to conmenters;
and other relief in accordance with these commrents.
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Resp nll

Gharles H MnTange
for Gty of Jersey CIty,
Pennsyl vania Railroad Harsinus Stem
Enmbanknment Preservation Coalition, and

Rails to Trails Conservancy

O counsel :

Andrea Fester

Ceneral Counsel

Rails to Trails Conservancy
2121 Ward Court, NW 5'" Fl oor
Washi ngt on, DC 20037

Exhi bits:

A-- Verified Statenent of R chard Janmes and National Regi ster
Nom nation for Harsinms Enbanknment (Exhibit E to Petition for
Declaratory Order in F.D 34818),

B - Sumary of SLH litigation against Gty

C - Various historic resource materials: notification to Conrail
at Enbanknent is on the New Jersey Register of H storic-
Places as of Dec. 29, 1999; Certificate of Eligibility dated
Feb. 17, 1999; City Odinance 03-010 (designating the
Enbanknment a | ocal | andmark).

D - Declaration of Gegory J, Corrade {App, VIl to the Qpening
Statenent of Jersey Gty, et al., in F.D 34818)

E - East Coast G eenway Materials; Verified Statenent of
El i zabeth Body (App. V to the Qpening Statenent of Jersey

Gty, et al-, in F.D 34818); Verified Statenent of Stephen
Marks (App. VI to the Qpening Statenent of Jersey Cty, et
al., in F.D 34818); nmap

- Botanical and Animal Survey, 2002-03

Verified Statement of R chard Janes concer ni ng adverse

i mpacts to adjacent National Hstoric Districts; National

Regi ster Nom nati on papers/historic resource materials for
two National H storic Districts abutting the Enbanknent; same
for X. Anthony of Padua Church

H ™Material on New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Hstoric D strict

o
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cc. Jersey Gty

Coal ition

RTC

M. Terry Karshner, Deputy SHPO
NJ Hi storic Preservation Ofice
NJ Departnent of Environnental
P.Q 404
Trenton, NJ 08625- 0404

M. Enright (Conrail)
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BEFORE THE SURFACE TRANSPCRTATI ON BOARD
Fi nance Docket No. 34818
Rails to Trails Gonservancy,
Gty of Jersey Gty,
Pennsyl vania Railroad Harsinus Stem
Enbanknent Preservation Coalition,

and NJ State Assenblyman Louis M Manzo, petitioners —
Petition for a Declaratory O der

VERI FI ED STATEMENT CF
R CHARD JAMES
|, Rchard Janes, nmake this Verified Statenent in support
of the Petition for a Declaratory Oder filed by petitioners Rails
to Trails, et al. in the above-captioned proceeding.

1. 1 ara a resident of Jersey Gty and a nenber of the board
of trustees of the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsinms Stem Erbanknent
Coalition {"Coalition"), one of the petitioners in the above-
captioned proceeding. The Coalition is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organi zation incorporated in New Jersey and conprising individuals
and groups seeking to preserve the rel evant portion of the Harsinus
Branch railroad line in Jersey Gty, New Jersey.

2. M education, including post-graduate work, is in
history, and | act as a consultant in analyzing the historical
significance of places and structures in New Jersey. | regularly
prepare historic reports, including State and Nati onal Register
nom nations. In 1999, | prepared the docunment, attached as

Appendi x A, entitled "The Pennsyl vani a Rai |l road Harsi nus Branch



Enbanknment — State & National Registers of Hstoric P aces
Nom nation, The statenents set forth in the nomnation are true
and correct to the best of ny know edge and belief. The Harsinus
Branch Enbanknent is listed on the Sate Register of Hstoric
Places. It would be listed on the National Register of Hstoric
Places, but for the objection of its then-owner, the Consolidated
Railroad Corporation ("Conrail"), The aforenentioned Enbanknent is
currently eligible for the National Register of Hstoric M aces;

3. (& To make a long story short, the Harsimus Branch was
the main freight termnal of the Pennsylvania Railroad for New York
Gty in the late 1800's and early 1900's. It renained one of the
Pennsyl vania Railroad s two nmajor freight termnals in the Mew York
area until the transfer of the property to Conrail in 1976. The
Pennsyl vani a Railroad' s mai n passenger |line was imrediately to the
south, in a corridor currently occupied by the PATH |ine across
from the forner World Trade Center. The Harsinus Branch,
especially in connection with the stretch between Henderson Street
and Meadows Yard, was constructed not to serve one or two shippers
but to handl e huge amounts of rail traffic and to discharge rail
common carrier obligations in connections with nultiple custoners
on shi pnents ori gi nating in Pennsyl vani a and fromhubs | i ke Chi cago
and St. Louis.

(b) Carl Condit's study The Port of New York (2 volunes, U of
Chi cago Press, 1980-81} is both the nost synoptic and technically



conpl ete description of the rail and termnal system serving the

Port of New York and New Jersey. In this work, Condit notes a basic

Mrony" in the configuration of the port:
"The irony bordered on the incredible; the forenost harbor
in the world, its netropolitan area enbracing one-tenth of
the national population, its export~inport tonnage equal to
40 percent of the national total, was not “designed" for
direct rail-water transshipment. About 90% of the freight
moving to and fromforeign ports was handled at the New
Jersey piers, but so few of these were equi pped with docking
facilities that the railroad conmpanies had to depend on an
enornous fleet of highly specialised vessels to transform

cargo between freight cars and snips.”" (Vol. 2, p. 103}

(c) Condit: describes the Pennsylvania Railroad s Harsinus
Cove facilities at the tinme of its expansion in 1879-80 as "the
railroad's largest installation in the harbor area.” (Vol. 1, p.
166). Describing the PRR's presence in the Port of New York and
New Jersey, (ond.It wote:

"It carried an imense tonnage of agricultural, mning, and

manuf act uring products from the eastern and central areas of

Pennsyl vania, the Pittsburgh region, the Chio valley, the

manufacturing centers of the Geat Lakes and the farm ands

of the Mddle West. Mreover, as though all these riches



were not enough, the railroad nade connections near’
Washington with roads that carried a high proportion of the
perishables and other agricultural produce originating in
the south Atlantic and Qulf Coast states (the precise
connection point is Potonmac Yard, |ying immediately south of
the Potomac River near Alexandria). The termnal conplex at
Har si mus Cove was designed for handling this highly
diversified traffic, (M. 1, p. 167}

(d) Noting that the Harsinmus site was "the natural site for
recei ving and dispatching tonnage funneled through the Jersey
Gty trunk of the Pennsylvania, and for reaching the Wst S de
docks/* (Vol. 1, p. 167), Condit notes the "awkwardness" of the
| ocation for communication with the non-Manhattan dock
destinations {Brooklyn, Queens and the Bronx), which resulted in
the Pennsylvania's construction of a second raiJ termnal in
Jersey Oty {the Greenville yards}; he also notes that, Min spite
of the expansion of 1879-80, Harsinmus Cove was nearly overwhel med
by 1900." (\Wol. 1, p. 167) The massive, 7-track Harsinus Branch
enbanknent, described in ny New Jersey State Register of Hstoric
Places Nom nation (1999), was an effort to address probl ens

i nherent in the "overwhel med" Harsinmus facility.

(e) Just east of tne Pennsylvania Railroad cut through the



New Jersey Palisades, PRR passenger and freight lines diverged
The Harsinus Branch was the main, and indeed, sole freight line
fronlthis-point to the Harsinus yards and docks on thé Hudson
River opposite Manhattan Island.

(f) Condit reproduces documentation indicating that as late
as 1960-61 the Harsinus Yards played a significant role in trans-
Hudson shiprment of freight. The yards handled daily 35 rail cars
on interchange car floats (eastbound), and 205 cars daily on
station and interchange floats (eastbound). (\Vol.. 2, p, 106}

ig) It is evident, fromthe narrative description of the
Pennsyl vania Railroad Harsinus Branch Enbanknent in the State &
National Registers Nomnation, that the investment of capital
labor, and materials only made sense to the railroad given the
Jine's status as a major freight thoroughfare. Cearly such an
i nvestment would have been highly unlikely for a nere |ocal
I ndustri a3 spur.

(h) Q¥ng to the extensive use of the Harsinus Branch to
support general freight traffic of the preemnent rail carrier from
the md-Atlantic States to the Mdwest, there can bo no doubt that
this was a line of railroad subject to federal regulatory
jurisdiction.

4, According to a docunent entitled Conrail, Maintenance
Program and Track Chart, Atlantic Regi on, New Jersey Division,

Correct to 1-1-80 (hereinafter referred to as "1980 Track Chart"},



the Harsinus Branch’ ran from railroad Mlepost 1.3 (at
approxi mately Henderson Street) to railroad MIepost *).Q roughly
parallel to the existing PATH [ine that served the forner Wrld
Trade Center. The Branch crossed the so-called Rver Line at "CP
Véldo." C P Valdo is located at approxinmately railroad M I epost
2.5 on the Harsinus Branch per the "1980 Track Chart."  The
Harsinus Branch tefminated in the Harsimus Cove rail yards and
docks at approximately Henderson Street. Based on recent visual
i nspection by nme, the River Line, or other line in freight rail
service (i.e., forner NJ Junction RR/ National Docks RR), continues
to provide rail service. Thus, the closest railroad in continued
freight rail operatio-n' appears to be at C P Waldo on the old
Harsi nus Branch. A copy of the title page and relevant track nmap
fromthe "1980 Track Chart" is attached as Appendi x B.

5. X have been unable to discover any federal abandonnent

aut hori zation for the Harsi nmus Branch.

Pursuant to 28 USC 8§ 1746, | declare and verify under
penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of Anerica
that the foregoing is true and correct.

xeouted or 4@)_6__“ .
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THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD

HARSIMUS BRANCH EMBANKMENT

Jersey City, New Jer sey
STATE & NATIONAL REGISTERS OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATION
€ 1999 Rick James

The Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Branch Embankment carried freight across six blocks of
downtown Jersey City to the Railroad's Harsimus Y ards, located on the Hudson River directly
across from Manhattan Idand The embankment, which fronts and runs parallel to Sixth .,
congsts of Sx segments, each approximately 400 feet long and 100 feet wide (see Photos 18,
25). The segments were until very recently joined by plate girder bridges which spanned the
intervening north-south cross-streets. The five western segments are constructed of massive
masonry retaining walls and earthen fill. The easternmost segment, closest to the former
Harsmus Y ards, is of the same congtruction as the other sections at its western end, but was
built largely as an earthen doped embankment, permitting access to a coa yard railroad siding
on Fifth Street The eastern end of this segment is a stepped masonry bridge abutment (see
Photos 30,31). Because the swampy land at the foot of the Palisades is lower than that at the
Hudson's original edge, the embankment rises from a height of approximately twelve feet at its
eastern end to approximately thirty-five feet at itswestern end.

The western three segments of the embankment abut narrow public alleys, which provide access to
garages and outbuildings of row housing fronting on Fifth &t. (see Photos 4, 5, 10,12). The two
alleys between Jersey Ave. and Monmouth Streets existed prior to the establishment of the rall
right-of-way. The eastern three segments southern retaining walls form the rear or side

property lines of abutting row housing (see Photos 20,21,27). Eastern and western exposures of
all segments front on public sidewalks. Northern exposures front on a strip of packed earth and
grass approximately ten feet wide (see Photos 1,2,3,18); the packed earth strip of the

easternmost segment is only about five feet wide. A poured concrete sidewalk on the Sixth S.
exposure, near Brunswick ., resembles many provided in Jersey City in the 1930s by the WPA.
Near it are several maturetrees.

Constructed intheperiod 1901-1905, the Harsimus Branch Embankment wasamajoi component of the
once predominant railroad landscape of Downtown Jersey City. It was connected to the

Pennsylvania's Main Stem by an elevated, two-track linefrom whichit branched near the Waldo

Ave. Y ard, Thisfreight linetraversed the edge of the Jersey City Cemetery and an ash dump
transformed into apark (Mary Benson Park), then crossed Newark Ave. and continued to Brunswick
St., whereit fed into the seven-track embankment. Thisfreight line connected to aspur of the

New Jersey Junction Railroad just before reaching the embankment, allowing Pennsylvania

waterfront freight to be moved north at the base of the Palisades to other rail systems.



UntitJed Document Page 2 of 21

Approaching the easternmost bridge to the Harsmus Y ards, embankment tracks fttnnelled into five
that continued over the Henderson &. bridge. There is no evidence that the embankment was ever
dectrified. Night and day, steam powered locomotives chugged upon it above the streets of

Jarsey City. Heavy traffic continued into the early post World War 11 period (see Illustration

10). Much of the cargo was produce and cattle headed for daughter at waterfront abattoirs.

(Locd lore abounds in tales of condemned animals leaping from the cars and charging through the
dreets.) Soon after World War 1l, competition from trucking and containerized shipping rendered
much of Jersey City's railroad infrastructure superfluous. Operated less intensely after the

demise of the Penn-Central by Corirall, the embankment carried (if only to reverse direction)
lengthy diesdl powered "piggy back” container trains as recently as the early 1990s.

The embankment traversed a densely built, largely residentia neighborhood with some commercial
and industrial admixture. Row houses, most brick, some wood frame, predominated. Any vacant or
redeveloped land was by 1900 covered with higher density "flats’ or tenement housing. The
adjacent residential neighborhood to the north and south of the embankment is today largely

intact. Severa major non-residential structures have recently been converted to residential

use. The section north of the Embankment is today generally known as Hamilton Park, much of
which is listed on the State and National Registers, as well as being locally designated as an
historic district. The section south of the embankment is generally knows as Harsimus Cove, much
of which is dso listed on the State and National Registers, as well as being locally designated

as an historic district The westernmost segment of the embankment faces, across Sixth St., St
Anthony's Polish Roman Catholic Church and School Complex (Eligible for National Register, SHPO
opinion, 4/13/94), as well as the circa 1900 Holy Rosary Church (see Photo 3).

To the east, the Harsimus Y ards have been entirely replaced by amixed commercial/residential
redevelopment project. North of the Harsimus Yards, the Erie Railroad Y ards have been entirely
replaced by another residential/commercia redevelopment. The elevated line connecting the
embankment to the P.R.R 's Main Stem has been dismantled. The masonry and concrete stanchions
that supported it remain, standing rather forlornly surrounded by junked vehicles and vacant

land. The elevated New Jersey Junction Railroad line to the embankment has also been dismantled.
In the 1970s, severa blocks south of the easternmost segment of the embankment were levelled
and replaced with non-profit housing Thisproject expanded recently into what had been the

Fifth Street right-of-way, resulting in the construction of row housing extremely closeto the

berm of the embankment's most eastern segment (see Photo 31),

The embankment replaced an earlier elevated iron freightway that was planned in the late 1860s
and constructed in the mid-1870s. Contemporary accounts of the embankment's construction (see
Section 8) indicate that the iron freightway was used in the embankment's construction, and that
rail serviceto the Harsimus Y ards continued throughout the period of construction. Quite
possibly part or most of the freightway was | eft within the earthen fill. Given local soil
conditions, and contemporary accounts of the construction of the slightly later Pennsylvania
Railroad elevated passenger line at Railroad Avenue, Jersey City, extensive subsurface
preparation, including piledriving, isassumed. At thetime of the embankment's construction,
thecivil engineering profession'stheoretical understanding of thelateral pressure of

earthwork wasquitelimited (see Boardman, 1905), suggesting that the structure was designed
empiricallyandprobablyoverbuilt.”

The five western segments of the embankment are similar in design, but differ in height All
have dlightly battered masonry retainmg walls (see Photo 6), protected by acourse of slightly
projecting coping blocks The segments do, however, exhibit subtle variations in construction,
especialy in the choice of materials. All of the 'long walls," those running the full 400 ft of
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each block east/west, are constructed of brown sandstone ashlar, laid with mortar in a random
pattern (see Photos 4,11,12), The blocks are quarry faced; some retain quarry markings. The
"short" retaining walls, running north-south approximately 100 ft. along cross-streets, are
constructed of carefully coursed quarry faced ashlar, laid in mortar (see Photo 23), At the
height appropriate to street clearance, these walls sep back several feet, forming a masonry
ledge upon which were set the seven-track plate girder bridges (see Photos 9,13, 17). Rising
above tie masonry ledge is a second, recessed wall, originadly largely concealed by the bridges.
The masonry here has been more finely tooled to the tolerance required when setting the girder
bridging, (see Photo 16).

Rust from the bridges has accumulated on the north-south coursed masonry walls, making
identification of the masonry material difficult. Most, but not all of these walls are granitic

in appearance below the bndge "shelf." The walls facing Erie ., Grove St. (now Manila Ave.)
and Monmouth . are clearly granitic. Those facing Jersey Avenue, presumably the most "high
style" street in terms of quality of housing, are a curious mix of sandstone and granite (see
Photo 13). The single wall facing Brunswick $t. is coursed brown sandstone. Above the "shelf,"
tooled brown sandstone predominates. Oddly, an effort has been made at the Monmouth and Coles
Street crossings, hardly "high styl€" streets, to continue the granitic ashlar above the shelf

near the upper corners of the embankment where visible beyond the bridge (see Photo 6). The
"shelf that supported the Erie S. bridge is either composed of, or covered with concrete (see
Photo 22). Some minor patching of masonry previously in touch with bridging is evident,
especidly on Coles . As arule, where the harder granitic ashlar is employed, it is continued
around exterior corners (see Photo 7), The edges of the ashlars forming the corners are rebated,
forming a sharp, classica "arns’ (see Photo 8).

The Grove S. (today Manila Ave,) abutment of the easternmost segment is similar in design to
the other five. Its southern sandstone retaining wall continues for approximately 80 feet, at
which point it is intersected by a short, perpendicular sandstone wall that steps down, ziggurat
syle, to the ground (see Photo 28). This short wall is the retaining wall of the end of the
earthen berm that continues to the Henderson St .(today Marin Blvd.) sandstone abutment. At the
point where the retai ning walls intersect the embankment bends slightly to the southeast. The
grass and shrub covered berm appears stable on this flank. The embankment's inflection repeats
that of the earlier two-track freightway. This slight bend was probably introduced to avoid

prior existing housing on the east side of Henderson ., as well as an "ink factory” on Sixth

S, east of Henderson. The bend also delivered trains closer to the center of the Harsimus
Yards,

The northern retaining wall of this eastern segment also continues for approximately 80

ft.; it then ceases to be covered by coping stone (see Photo 29). The sandstone wall gradually
lowersasit runs parallel to Sixth St.; the sandstone appears to be displaced by lateral earth

and water pressure. Finally, the sandstone is replaced by short segments of railroad ties,
Belgian block, stucco covered Belgian block and concrete, all seemingly of recent construction.

At one point it appears that trucks have been driven up an eroded section of the berm The 1908
HopkinsAtlas (seelllustration 7B) indicatesthat this section of the embankment was also berm,
without retainingwall, and that it too bent towards the southeast. Thisisconfirmed by the
location and configuration of the Henderson S. abutment, which is clearly not constructed to
interlock with aretaining wall. The narrow right triangle of land north of the berm running
along Sixth S, was, according tothe 1908 Atlas, covered withtwo shedsor outbuildings,
suggesting that the confused pil e of earth and masonry parallel to Sixth St. isthe product of a
later disturbance. Today, thisnarrow triangleislisted by thelocal Tax Assessor as"Class 2
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Railroad Property,” distinguishing it from the "Class 1" property of the Harsmus Branch Main
Stem. Conversdly, the Sanborn Co. 1906 basemap indicates that a "three foot high stone retaining
wall" continued parallel to Sixth &. al the way to Henderson St.. The Sanborn does not

indicate any outbuildings at the comer of Sixth and Henderson, nor does the 1928 Hopkins Atlas
show any such buildings. 1t might be supposed that, because the Pennsylvania owned sufficient
land on this block, it did not need to go the great expense of the masonry retaining wall to
construct its seven-track embankment. It had the land to alow the earth to assume the angle of
repose, removing the need for the retaining wall. Had the same approach been taken in the other
blocks, the b'ermed earth would have severely reduced the number of tracks fitting on the
structure.

With the exception of the aforementioned section of non-original and disturbed material, the
masonry of the entire embankment is in remarkably sound condition. None appears to have ever
been parged. The sandstone exhibits some areas of spalling, but this certainly does not threaten
structural integrity. Some cracks due to differential settlement are dso detectable, especialy

near the Monmouth St. abutments. One large block of sandstone was apparently displaced during
the recent bridge removal at Jersey Ave. and Sixth S. It sits on the ground.

All tracks and ties have been removed from all segments of the embankment, as have any vestiges
of signaling, switching or watering systems. Regularly spaced metal flats remain attached to the
upper surface of the coping aong much of the northern retaining wall. Tall grasses and the
quicker growing sorts of shrubs and trees have spread over much of the fill. All plate girder
bridges have very recently been removed, chain link fencing has been attached to the coping at
north-south cross-dtreets. There is some evidence that the bridges were strengthened or

replaced soon after initial construction (Jersey Journal, Want the P.R.R. to Remove Shoring, Oct
15, 1913), so that the removed bridges, while, quite old, were not original. The problematic

1906 Sanborn indicates a square brick building for "yard men" set upon the embankment at the
comer of Brunswick St. and Sixth St. Neither the 1908 nor the 1928 Hopkins Atlas shows any such
building. The 1906 Sanborn aso indicates a seven-track bridge at Henderson to the Harsimus

Y ards; the Hopkins Atlases depict five tracks.

With the exception of the af orementioned removal s and disturbances, the Harsimus Branch
Embankment isvery much as built almost one hundred years ago. It appearsto have satisfied the
PennsylvaniaRailroad's stated program of enduring, low maintenance civil engineering. It
clearly possesses integrity of location, design, materials and workmanship. The adjacent
residential setting, broadly contemporary with its period of significance, is remarkably intact,
providing arare surviving feeling of the i ntimate associ ation between the railroads and daily

life in Railroad Age Jersey City. The precipitate eimination of much of the related railroad
landscape and architecture does make the Embankment initially moredifficult to interpret asa
component of arail system. Conversely, itsrarity as survivor makes it especially deserving of
protection.

The Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Branch Embankment is significant in American transportation
history; it enabled a major trunk rail line to establish a large freight yard on the Hudson

River, contributing greatly to the growth of the Port of New Y ork and New Jersey. The
embankment, part of what woul d become "thelargest transportation systeminthecountry,"”
(Schottcr, p. I) facilitated the dedication of most of the Jersey City Hudson waterfront to rail

and rail-related uses, significantly inflecting the social and political history of the City, as

well as its physical outline. The duving of a busy freight line through an already established,

largely nuddle/artisanal class residential neighborhood, coupled with the concomitant physical
sepaiation of the neighborhood from its original Hudson shoreline, makes both the advent of the
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origina elevated freightway (c. 1867) and its expansion into the-seven track embankment (c.
1901) key moments in the socid, politica and community planning history of Jersey City, New
Jersey. Landscape historian John Stilgoe, in hisinfluential Metropolitan Corridor (Stilgoe,

1983), depicts the extension of metropolitan space into the rural hinterland. The Harsimus
Branch Embankment is a classic instance of the less studied converse: the accommodation of the
"high iron" by the metropolis. Additionally, the embankment was constructed under the direction
of James J. Ferris, A.S.C.E., amajor figure in both the civil engineering and political history

of Jersey City, ~
Originally, those sections of the Harsmus Branch Embankment falling within the study area of
the Harsmus Cove Historic District were included within the proposed district This proposal
(Harsmus Cove Historic District [As Proposed], 1982), the product of research by a team of
graduate students from Columbia University's School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation,
presented the "viaduct” [dc] as a "landmark in and gateway to the district (lbid., p.l). The
Harsimus Cove Historic District northern boundary was drawn down the midpoint of Sixth Street:
"The Sixth Street Boundary, therefore, will insure the inclusion and full protection of this
landmark and link Harsimus Cove with the Hamilton Park Historic District to the North" (Ibid.
pp. 1-2). The 1982 study tersaly states. "The Harsimus Cove Historic District provides an
excellent example of the influence of Railroads" (Ibid., p.22)

The Harsimus Cove National Register Nomination Form (Sullebarger Associates, 1987) did not
include the embankment within the proposed district because: (1) it would have been "arbitrary
to consider part but not all of the viaduct” [sic]—two western segments and one eastern segment
are not contiguous with the Harsimus District boundaries. (2) therailroad was a

"distinct use." The Nomination Form does, however, describe the "viaduct” as the "northern
boundary of the digrict"* (lbid., Item 10, p.2). The earlier study's determination of

"landmark™ status for the embankment, as well as its assessment of the historic import of the
railroads in Harsimus Cove are not contested in the later document. Indeed, the Nomination
points out that "the growth of Harsimus Cove was greatly influenced by the development of the
railroads" (lbid, Item 8, p. 9.).

Jersey City circa 1850 could scarcely be characterized as arailroad town. Since the late 1830s

the tiny engines of the New Jersey Railroad had traversed the circuitous, 40 foot deep cut in

the Palisades and crossed the lowlands via the unsurprisingly named Railroad Avenue on their way
to the Hudson femes, but an examination of the Douglass (1841) or Dripps (1850) maps reveals a
very mixed economy in the nascent city. Maritime and proto-mdustnal land uses seem to have
predominated at the Hudson's edge, mercantile and residential inland. Local directories reveal

both aNew Y ork oriented and local merchant communities, aswell as alarge population involved
in the building trades and support establishments. Much of Jersey City's economic energy seems
to have been employed in the construction, furnishing, rental and sale of rows of attached

houses. Intheareaimmediately inland from Harsimus Cove (then literally acove, or "mud

flats"), property developers, suchasD. S. Gregory, the Colesfamily or the Sisson family built
rows of attached residences. Soon thetwo-story and basement vernacular Greek Revival home gave
way to therather more elaborate three-story and basement pressed brick Itahanate model. By the
mid 1860s, thisareawould besubstantially "built out,” (Culver map, 1866/8), though theodd
vacant |ot would remain. Churches and schools, by-products of an established community,
abounded.

At approximately the same time that this section west of Harsimus Cove was developing into a
residential neighborhood, the emergent regional railroads, having grown powerful through a
process of takeover, |ease and aggregation, sought accessto New Y ork City, Theregion'svast

'
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internal market, New England rail connections and port were the gods. In the way stood the
basalt of the Paisades and the rapidly growing lowland City of Jersey City (see Condit, 1981,
and Cunningham, 1997).

The Erie Railroad began four years of tunneling through Palisade basalt in 1857; the Long Dock
Improvement Co. began filling in the northern reaches of Harsimus Cove for the Erie's yards and
passenger daion. Emerging from the eastern mouth of its Bergen Hill tunnel, the Eri€'s trains
moved at grade through Jersey City north of 10th Street, a largely swampy section not yet

densely populated. In the mid 1860s the Central Railroad of New Jersey drove almost two miles of
pilings across Newark Bay, traversed the 4ill largely rural Greenville and began to fill in

shallow Communipaw Cove with New Y ork garbage. In 1867 The Camden & Amboy and New Jersey
Railroad joined forces as the United Railroad and Cana Company. It immediately began
campaigning for the right to fill in Harsimus Cove, which lay north of their terminal at

Exchange Place-itself created on fill. The former New Jersey Railroad double track running at
grade down Railroad Avenue to Exchange Place was doubtless totally inadequate for the combined
passenger and freight traffic of the United, especialy when combined with the New Y ork bound
freight of the mighty Pennsylvania Railroad, whose freight the United was handling. Asthe C. &
A. had successfully done numerous times before, the United sought a legidative privilege.

This legidative request would act as a flash point for a cluster of smouldering local

grievances that would set the parameters of much political discourse in Jersey City for the next
100 years. These included, preferential taxation of railroads, state ownership of riparian

rights, raillroad control of the dtate legidature and railroad indifference to the quality of

lifein Jersey City.

In 1868, the United Railroad and Canal Co. sought a legidative enabling act that would have
permitted it to purchase, fill and cover with afreight yard and piers much of Harssmus Cove,
The company would also have been allowed to select and take through condemnation a route of its
choice between its main line and the proposed Harsimus Y ards. News of the "Harsimus Bill"
(Senate Bill #84) sparked around of sharp local protest and arare demonstration of unity in

the usually politically fractious City (see Platt, 1973). Initially, thelocal American

Standard decried the "Great Railroad Grab Bill" (The American Standard, Feb. 24, 1868, p. 3),
Angry protest meetings, initiated by then-Mayor Gopsill, the Common Council and locally
prominent attorneys and businessmen met in the Council Chamber and at the Catholic Institute.
(Confessional and imrnigrant/nativist schisms don't seem to have colored the protests.) Lobbying
missions sixty strong descended upon Trenton. One faction opposed the Harsimus Bill in toto,
others sought substantial modification. Many subscribed to attorney James Flemming Jr.'s
suspicions: "There are many thingsin thisbill which need ventilation, it isvery ingeniously
drawn™ (Ibid.). :

Bill opponentsrecognized that, whilesilent onthetaxationissue, thebill would greatly
magnify the harm doneto cities by itsimplicit extension of New Jersey's singular system of
municipal tax exemption for railroads. Most early railroads in New Jersey had been created by
special charter; their payment of taxes or transit dutiesto the Statewasjudicially held to

satisfy all-including local- tax obligations, municipalities being creations of the State.

(For adiscussion of thelegal theoriesinvolved, see McL oughhn, 1917). The proposed yards, as
well as the new rail route through existing, tax paying private property, would yield no revenue
for Jersey City, Somelocal residents owning property on Harsimus Cove, such asJohnVan Vorst,
objected to the State's "usurpation” of "traditional abutters' rights" and the imposition of
thecommon Jaw based Sovereign'srightsto ripananland. In short, the Statewastaking what
local residents had thought theirs Others objected to the City's losing all right to impose
"wharfagerales' on privateownersof piers, or tothe City'slosing control over the
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establishment of streets and sewers on private railroad land.

Residents of the (then) 4th Ward, the residential neighborhood just west of the cove, realized

that their neighborhood was the likely route for the new freight line. Attorney George Ransom,
declared, "They are alowed to open a street one hundred feet wide, which is their intention, to
locate on the north side of the blocks between South Fifth (today, Fourth) and South Sixth St.
(today, Third)" (Ibid.). It should be noted that the Catholic Institute, host to many protest
meetings, was then located on South Sixth ., near . Mary's Church. Many church members would
have lived in the threatened neighborhood. Ransom's predicted route would have also taken the
railway through the then only 14 year old P.S. 2. Residents perception of arail route through
their neighborhood would have been colored by the contemporary situation on Railroad Avenue~-by
1860 locomotives chugged out of the Exchange Place Depot every 10 minutes during the day and
every 15 minutes at night, with a similar number moving in the opposite direction (Cunningham,
1997, p. 255). Hence, residents blistered at Flemming's observation: "They are to elevate their
raillroad if they see fit, consequently if they want to put it up they will and if not they will

lace it upon the level of the street” (The American Standard, Feb. 14,1868, p. 3).

In an effort to allay local fears, D. S. Gregory, often described as Jersey City's "leading

citizen" (and not coincidentally a Director of the New Jersey Railroad), announced "he was
confident that the road could not come down South Fifth Street, but would turn off from the New
Jersey road at the starch factory and go through the poorest section of the City" (lbid.).
Presumably, the "starch factory" was the long-established Colgate Starch Factory, located in a
marshy area on Brunswick Street, near what would become the core of Jersey City's "ltdian
Colony," Even Gregory opposed, at least in public, the municipal tax and wharfage exemptionsto
be granted the United R.R,. Clearly, he understood, the character of the threatened

neighborhood. His solution was to find a poorer section.

The City's Common Council proposed its own Harsimus Bill amendments (The American Standard,
March 2, 1868, p. 3):

1) dl property in the Bill shall be locally taxable

2) city sawers shall not be closed up

3) Hudson Street (parallel to the waterfront) shall be opened

4) ownersshall beindemnifiedfor property depreciation

5) The power to condemn private property shall only last one year
6) Theroad shall be elevated.

Meeting at the CatholicInstitute, protestersadopted aresolution, providing-

(1) That the company should be compelled to take the additional land required for their use
adjovning Rallroad Avenue.

(2) If the above can not be accomplished, and the road must come through the popul ous part of
Jersey City, then they be compelled to take an entiretier of blocksinwidth and then to

locate their road in the centre of the block, with authority to sell the houses as el ected

fronting onthestreet running east and west thereby reimbursingthemselvesand retainingin
thecity alargeamount of taxabl e property, which otherwisewoul d bedestroyed. (1bid., March

10,1868".3).

The Senate passed the Harsimus Bill unanimously on March 13, 1868 The House passed it, 50-3, on
March 19, but not after some debate. Proponents of compensation for property owners within two
hundred feet of the projected railway argued that "the road would damage a portion of the city

that is now very handsomely built up " Opponents of compensation replied that "It may be an
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advantage to the places the road passes through.” Representative Baldwin "believed that this
gpot in time would be the Terminus of the Gteat Pacific Railroad, and he felt very proud of
having it located in New Jersey™ (Ibid., March 20,1868, p, 2). The United was forced to pay
the State $500,000 for the riparian land. The following year, this sort of transaction would be
institutionalized in the creation of the Riparian Commission. The City received severa
concessons. the new rail route had to be defined by Jan. 1,1869, the City could build sewers
on company land, and the new road had to be elevated at least 12 feet above grade. The United
prevailed on the major issues of taxation, compensation and condemnation.

On March 20,1868, legidators were treated to atrip to Jersey City and sail on the Hudson,
courtesy of the United Railroad. Whether this is an early example of a legidlative fact finding
tour, or simply areward for services rendered is difficult to ascertain. At the hotel dinner
concluding the visit, achampagne toast was offered to the health of "William Harsmus.™
Legidators were disappointed that Jim Fisk, the railroad manipulator ensconced in the hotel to
avoid New York arrest, did not grant them an audience. Jersey City officials were conspicuously
absent from the Exchange Place celebration, after which part of the legidative delegation
departed for New Y ork to continue the evening.

Opponents of the new Jaw, now labeled the "Indignants' in the local press, pressed on in an

effort to mount alegal challenge. Newspaper accounts present these meetings as angry and
divided. Mayor Gopsill is "aghast” at the "strong language" employed by the ultras. At one

point, heis "hissed from the chair”" (Ibid., March 26, 1868, p,3). Someone suggests that Hudson
County Senator Winfield, sponsor of Bill 84, be "removed by the dagger " Here it should be noted
that The American Standard had softened considerably in its opposition to the "Great Railroad
Grab Bill." Prior to the Senate vote it editorialized:

In the plan of our growth as a city, we must start out by conceding the Low Lands upon the
rivers as dedicated by force of topography to the occupation of

the Railways as truly as our Harbor is dedicated to the holding of ships....

The people say 'you are going to run over my lot' Well, answers the corporation,

we haveto run over somebody's lot, or not run at all; which would you have us

do? (Ibid., Jersey City and the Railway, March 19, 1868, p.2).)

The acquisition of the United Railroad by the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1871 (technically a

999-year lease) provided the infusion of capital needed to accomplish those projects envisioned

inthe Harsimus Bill. The residents of the "conceded Low Lands,” since 1870 the residents of a
greatly enlarged City encompassing the former Hudson City and Bergen, now had to achieve a modus
vivendi with "Americas Standard Railway." The Pennsylvania, which had, through affiliates,

recently achieved connection with centers such as St. Louis, Cincinnati and Chicago, would now
carry livestock and grain from America's heartland and freight from the industrial centers of

western Pennsylvania across the residential streets of Lower Jersey City,

Asthe United and the Pennsylvania Railroadswere closely connected in the yearsimmediately
preceding the"lease," it isdifficult to ascriberesponsibility for thefinal Harsimus Branch

route selection to one company or the other. Clearly, D. S Gregory's ascription of

"impossibility” (political or mechanical) toaroutethroughtheimmediately adjacent

neighborhood wasincorrect, A map dated 1870, entitled Cities of Hudson City and Bergen by R 0.
Bacot, L W, Post and J. Camp, Jr., al so showsthe Downtown section (Seelllustration 1). Tracks
running fromtheoriginal N.J.R.R. line cross the Harsimus section between South Third (today
Sixth) and South Fourth (today Fifth) Streets. The track, closer to Sixth than Fifth Streets, is
labelled "Camden & Amboy and N.J.R.R.." Curiously, a partially filled Harsimus Cove is |abelled
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"United Railroad of N.J.." It appears that the legidative deadline for route selection was met.

The projected route diced through seven blocks. The western two, close to the Mill Creek
lowlands, appear to have been largely unimproved. The easternmost block was covered largely with
frame sheds. The central four were solidly residential, though not fully built-out on the Sixth
Street Sde. The mid-block route is very much like that demanded by the Catholic Institute
protesters resolution; there is no evidence that adjacent propertyholders on the Fifth &t. side

of the railway were either compensated or offered the option of being "bought out” An
examination of the Spielmann and Brush 1830 Sanitary and Topographical Map reveas the likely
underlying cause of the selection of the Fifth/Sixth Street route: a prong of swampland extended
eastward from the Palisades beyond Jersey Avenue (See lllustration 2). Higher, drier land had
been developed earlier, and presented greater politica and economic resistance: rows of solid
housing, severd subgtantial churches and amasonry public school. The "softer” route presented
itsown engineering difficulties,

Robert C. Bacot, engineer, surveyor and sometime architect, was a major figure in the civil
engineering of the nascent Jersey City. He platted many of the large iandholdings in the early
city, and saw to the subdivision of the Coles, Van Vorst, Tonnele and Van Wagenen estates. He
was responsible for the grading of streets and the installation of much of the original sewer
system. An engineering graduate (1835) with considerable experience in his early career in
railroad construction, he served as Secretary and Engineer to the New Jersey Legidature's
Riparian Committee (1864) and filed the report that led to the creation of the Riparian
Commission, which he served from itsinception as Secretary and Engineer. McLean writes that
"between 1870 and 1880 he (Bacot) purchased the right of way for the New Jersey Railroad and
Cana Company, involving an expenditure of about $2,000,000" (McLean, 18"5, pp.350-351). Bacot
knew this terrain well; his own "carpenter gothic" house stood (and still stands) at the corner

of Third &. and Jersey Ave,, as close to the suspected route of the railway as the Catholic
Institute. He had in all probability played arole in the early row housing built by Coles on
Fourth S., which stood directly m the railroad's putative path.

The generally accurate Hopkins Atlas (1873) presents the disturbing two dimensional depiction of
arailroad running through existing buildingsfronting on the north-south streets asthe Branch
threads its way between the buildings facing Fifth and Sixth Streets (See Illustrations 3A, 3B,

3C). Presumably, thiswasintended to indicate the futurerouteto be established fol lowi ng
purchase of the intercepting structures.

H. W. Schotter, in his 1927 "house history" of the Pennsylvania Railroad, tellsusthat 1874 saw
anew passenger station built at Exchange Place, the great extension of the freight receiving
and forwarding facilities at Harsimus Cove, and ",,,the new railroad to connect with the
Harsimus Cove property was aso ready for use in the same year..." (Schotter, p. 124), This new
line branched from the main line near Waldo Avenue, isolating asmall residential enclave on the
"hill" that isstill known as"Thelsland.” Thefledgling Jersey City Evening Journal observed
that in December, 1872 the PennsylvaniaRailroad was paying $13,720 in local property taxeson
land "which is to be used for new track, but the payment of taxes on this will cease next May."
(Evening Journal, Dec, 24, 1872). In 1873 industrial expansion acrossthe U.S. was sharply

. curtailed following the sharpfinancial panic of that year, precipitated by a"crash” in
railroadsecurity prices. Presumably, thisslowedthePennsylvania'sconstructionschedule.

A shm volume published m 1875 entitled Jersey City, Hudson County, the Railroad Centre of the
Hast contains a fragile fold-out map of significant rail lines (See Illustration 4) The

Harsimus Branch of the"P.R R." isdepicted, except that oneblock (Erie St. to Jersey Ave.) is
shown as started but not yet completed. The intervening structures shown on the 1873 Hopkins

.
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have been diminated. This Railroad Centre map confirms Schotter's date, and is about as close
as one gets in this sort of archival research to a photograph of a work in progress. It should

be recalled that this 1874/5 date is only five or Sx years later than the experimental

elevation of small cable and steam powered locomotives on the far west side of Manhattan, (Holt,
1972). The early elevated lines in New Y ork, of course, were not intended for freight traffic.

The elevated Harsimus freightway, and its successor embankment, are early manifestations of what
planning historian Francoise Choay calls "a theory especially favored during the second half of
the nineteenth century: the separation of traffic sysems' (Choay, 1969, p, 23). Joseph Paxton
(of Crystal Palace fame) had proposed a circumferential glass-enclosed roadway as a means of
linking London's rail stations; the arcade to beflanked fay multiple levels of express and local
trains. This "Great Victorian Way" was never built, but several years later Frederick Law
Olmstead did introduce both horizontal and vertical separation of traffic networks in Centra
Park. The late twentieth century observer, in retrospect, tends to fix upon the del eterious
effects of such multi-level transportation systems, as did many contemporary adjacent property
owners. Such engineering work also exercised an utter fascination over the late nineteenth
century public. With the advent of the Third Avenue elevated railroad in New York, it seemed
quite natural to the Central Park Superintendent to cut vistas through the trees so that the
public might admire the engineering marvel (Blaekmar and Rosenzweig, 1994, p. 288).

Another sheet, Map of Jersey City and Hoboken Showing Lands Occupied by Railroad Corporations
(1882), shows, through color coding, that the P.R.R. by this time owned all of the northern half

of the blocks intercepted by the Harsimus Branch line from Newark Ave. to the Harsimus Y ards.
This would seem to corroborate McL ean's assertion that Bacot had succeeded in obtaining all of

the property for therailroad in the 100 foot swath to the yards. A search of deeds by county

block number in the Hudson County Registry shows that few properties in the right of way were
acquired by therailroad after 1887. Given the lack of earlier corporate grantee indices, it is
extremely difficult to trace earlier purchases by block.

The highly detailed 1883 Bird's Eye View of Jersey City confirms the presence of atwo track
elevated structure threading its way aong the rear of buildings between Fifth and Sixth Streets
to the Harsimus Y ards (See Illustration 5). Truss type bridges cross north-south streets-some

of the trusses seem to lie above the railway, some below. Whileit is natural to trust one's eye
when studying awork as meticulously detailed asthe 1883 Bird's Eye, it ought to be remembered
that detail isnot a guarantee of authenticity. The P.R.R.'s line down Railroad Avenue aso

seems to run on truss bridges, but we know from many sources that the line was not elevated
until the early 1890s. Fowler's 1887 Atlas also confirms the route of the two track freight

route ( Seelllustrations 6A and 6B).

Whilethe 1883 Bird's Eye does confirm that the P.R.R. had lived up to the el evation amendment
intheHarsimus Bill, itisnot conclusive on the material employed in construction. We do know
that wooden track elevation was commonly employed in the marshland at the base of the Palisades.
However, abrief referencein an 1891 Engineering Newsarticle describing the new P.R.R,
passenger shed and Railroad Ave. track elevation mentionsthe earlier Harsimuswork. Thebulk of
the P.R.R.'s freight, we are told, "is deflected from the mam line .. to the Harsimus Cove

branch, a double track line crossing Jersey City on an iron viaduct and terminating at the docks
and yards on the water front. This viaduct for the freight traffic was built before the one used

for passenger traffic was undertaken" (Engineering News, Sept 26, 1891). We further learn that
all P.R.R ironwork was painted with red oxide of iron, though exception was made for the
Railroad Ave. viaduct, which, in deference to the adjacent Joseph Dixon Co., was painted with
the latter's glossy black paint. Three years earlier (June 25, 1887), Engineering News had
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published a cross section of the design employed in the later track elevation; the earlier

design is not published. The Railroad Ave. design employed longitudinal plate girders supported
by transverse plate girders, these carried on columns. The columns are carried on masonry piers
bedded on three foot thick dabs of concrete, 11 feet square. Where needed, pilings were driven
to support the concrete dabs, 16 per column. Some pilings penetrated to a depth of 50 feet.

Given the marshy conditions on the western portion of the freight line, it seems likely a
similar treatment was required, especially when the greater weight of the freight trains is
considered,

The Harsimus Y ards served by the new freight line were said to have cost "severd millions of
dollars' and "exceed in their magnitude anything of the kind on the continent” (Shaw, 1884, p,
196), The yards, embracing 1100 feet of Hudson River frontage, contained stockyards (1300 feet
by 225 feet), and an abattoir. The stockyards could receive and deliver 500 cars a day. A 180
foot by 1500 foot water dip ran the length of the stockyards and the abattoir. A 1500 foot long
pier contained a grain elevator. A separate grain pier and sheds could transfer J50 car loads of
grain daily. Another 80 foot tal warehouse held freight. Tracks connected with car floats over
float bridges, allowing transfer of entire cars across the River (Ibid.),

From an 1882 P.R.R. publication arguing the Company's position on the municipal tax question
(Exemptions of Railroad Property.,,, 1882), we glean a statement of "manpower” at the Yards. On
average, 145 menworked in the grain devator, 45 maintained track, 8 were carpenters, 21
inspected cars, 66 handled freight trains and 400 worked the piers and warehouses. Of the 685
workers, 88% were said to live in Jersey City. To their number might be added that of Frank
McNally, the Harsimus Y ardmaster from the day it opened in 1874 to his retirement in 1904, when
the elevated track had just been replaced by the embankment. McNally, who was aso aforce in
local Democratic Party politics, lived at 644 Jersey Ave., perhaps two hundred feet from the
Harsimus Branch. Living even closer to the freight line were the successive Superintendents of

the New York Division of the P.R.R.. They were housed in a substantial, detached brick-and-stone
house on the southwest corner of Jersey Ave. and Sixth Street, doubtless acquired by the

railroad as part of the branch acquisition. This served as upper-end company housing James
McCrea, who would succeed Alexander Cassatt as President of the Pennsylvania and oversee the
completion of the Pennsylvania Station, New Y ork project, passed his Superintendency living in
the company house with the elevated railway in the backyard (Burgess and Kennedy, pp. 517-18),

Today, there is a tendency to view the Harsimus residential neighborhood through the refracting
glass of later socia decay, and to impute precipitous decline to railroad penetration Descent
seems to have been far more gradual, and its causality more diverse. Vacant lots continued to
attract residential development, first four story "flat” style buildings with floor-through
apartments, then, near 1900, slightly larger "apartment houses' of sound construction and modern
mechanical features, such as steam heat. The row houses of Jersey Avenue remained desirable
addresses for such worthies as Col, Asa Dickinson, the county Republican "boss' (638 Jersey
Ave)» and furniture merchant and Mayor Hoos, who lived at Third and Jersey. Dickinson's "club”
met at 630 Jersey Ave,, at the northeast corner of Sixth and Jersey; the ward Democratic Club
met on Sixth Street near Jersey Ave.. Compared to the "carnage" occurring with great regularity
at the Ene R.R. grade crossings at Tenth St., adjacent to the now densely populated "Horseshoe'
(documented inalmost loving detail by thelocal press) the elevated P,R.R. linemight have
seemed more nei ghborhood accomplishment than rum. Inthe constant agitation to compel the Ene
to elevate its tracks, not accomplished until the first decade of the twentieth century
followingthe Bergen Archescompromise, the Pennsylvaniawasgenerally cited asthe good
corporate citizen. There is some evidence that, faced with the noise of the 7-track embankment's
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congtruction, loca residents regretted their previously quiet elevated freight road. "Cars were
drawn through as quietly as possble and great care was taken to avoid any objectionable

features that the road might bring with it" (Evening Journal, May 12,1902). Conversdy, we know
that those railroad-owned homes on Sixth Street closest to the railroad were deemed of little
economic value: "For years past it has been aimost impossible to find tenants for many of them,
owing to the disturbance kept up by the locomotives of freight trains during the early hours of

the morning” (Ibid.sApril 3,1901).

The PR.R. seams to have provoked local residents less with its branch line than with the

blocking off of local sewer lines at the Yard. As described by A. McLean in his anti-railroad
diatribe Fifty-Years War for Equal Taxation, (McLean, 1897), a midnight rainfall on the night

of Sept. 23,1882 backed up sewage water into "hundreds of homes" Apparently, this was the

first significant rainfall occurring at high tide since the origina sewers emptying into

Harsmus Cove had been capped by the Railroad. By 2 am,, "hundreds of householders were out in
the streets, mad as hornets." "Mass mestings® led to the Fire Department being called to pump

out the sawers; "gangs of men" went out into the "meadows' and "broke out” the ends of the
sawers. McLean notes that the impacted area, "only 1800 square feet" [9c] was "the most
populous part of the state,” with a population of 24,000.

The population of Jersey City increased from 82,546 in 1870 to 206,433 in 1900 (Condit, 1981, p.
373). Much of this increase, of course, is attributable to European immigration. We do know,
from discussons of the overcrowding at the "ancient” #2 School, that much of the neighborhood's
population increase was attributed to the conversion of private homes to apartments (Evening
Journal, Feb. 19, 1896). In atime when most walked to work, it must be assumed that an
increasing portion of the local population worked at the adjacent Harsimus Y ards, or the Erie
Yards, or at the rail-related warehouses and express companies in the adjacent Warehouse

district To them, the rattle of an elevated freight yard was less an annoyance than the promise

of a paycheck.

As population swelled in the adjacent neighborhood, so did freight traffic on the two-track
elevation. By 1900 the P.R.R., long recognized as the "best system in the nation," (Cunningham,
1997, p, 252) was near the apogee of its weal th and prestige. The Harsimus Branch Embankment is
one remaining example of a series of related improvements executed by the company at Jersey
City, encompassing the enormous iron and glass train shed, head house and ferry dips at
Exchange Place, the Railroad Ave, elevation and the Waldo and Greenville yards. (See Condit,
1981, Chapter 5, for an excellent description.) The Annual Report of the Pennsylvania Railroad
Co. of 1901 (partially reprinted in Engineering News, March 13, 1902), describes for
shareholders new projects ranging from stations in Washington and Pittsburgh to thepossible
driving of an electrified tunnel under the Hudson. It dso alludesto "avery large amount of

work upon the main line and branches of the United Railroads of New Jersey." One small portion
of this work was the replacement of the elevated iron freight road to the Harsimus Y ards with a
100 feet wide, 7 track embankment contained within sandstone retaining walls almost thirty feet
high.

Liketheconcurrent expansion of theHarsimusY ards, the Harsi mus Branch Embankment project was
carried out upon railroad-owned land. Few government approvals were required, other than
permissiontoerect sometemporary shoringunder trestlesuntil new plate-girder bridgescould
bedropped into placefromtherailroad Theserequests provoked nopublic outcry. Thecoveiage
inthelocal presswasroutine Therailroad and engineering trade press was much more

interested in the P.R.R.'s massive Greenville Y ards project (another attempt to deal with the
company's huge freight volume), and the final realization of extensive track elevation in
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Newark. The loca press accounts of the embankment's construction were written by generdist
reporters, they are in places tantalizingly vague. These accounts are supplemented by
near-contemporary depictions in the 1906 Sanbora Company publication and the 1908 Hopkins &
Company Atlas of Hudson County, Vol. 1. (See lllustrations 7A and 7B)

The Jersey City Evening Journa announced on April 3,1901, that the P.R.R. had taken the
"initial steps in the matter of widening its tracks between Henderson S. and Jersey Ave."
(Pennsylvania R.R. to Widen Roadbed, April 3,1901, p. 2). AH tenants on Sixth . had been
served notice to vacate by May 1. The reader is informed that "the railroad company has had the
forthcoming operations in view for a long time past, but leases stood in the way." The Journal
states that one additional track was planned as far west as Erie St., but it is suggested that

"an extra double freight track to the foot of the hill will be a material fact in ayear or 0."

On May 4,1901, we learn that "the P.R.R. has commenced to tearing down the recently vacated
dwelling houses ., between Grove and Erie..." (Pennsylvania RR Widening Tracks, p. 4). No
mention is made in these stories of the replacement of the existing structure with an

embankment. The only recorded protest is from "angry residents” claiming that the proposed wider
raillroad bridge at Grove S. would interfere with the passage of the Grove St. trolley

(Depression of Grove S, April 5, 1901, p. 4).

By June 1, 1901, the public was informed of the "massive retaining wall" to be complemented with
a second wall running down the rear property line of the houses on the north side of Fifth S.

Solid earth filling will be placed between the two. This new structure would run the entire

length of the "present trestle," and accommodate 7 tracks. Sanford & StiHman, the Contractors,
would commence work "early next week." The project would take "two years or thereabouts.... Each
stone used will weigh nearly aton, and the wall when completed would be avery massve
structure.” (P,R.R.'S Massive Retaining Wall, June 1,1901, p. 4).

The headquarters of Sanford & Stitlman Co., fcontractors, was in the Pennsylvania's Exchange
Pace office building, 26 Exchange Place. This was the successor'firrn to David S. Cofrode,
"bridge and dock builder," listed in the Jersey City Directory since 1884. Cofrodeis listed as
living in Philadelphia. A-Joseph H. Cofrode and FrancisH, Saylor, "bridge builders,” maintained
offices nearby at 104 Hudson St. At David Cofrode's death in 1886 his general manager, Frank M,
StiHman, of Rahway, New Jersey, reorganized the firm as Sanford and Stillman. Stillman was
president; Arthur E. Sanford, of Newark, New Jersey was Secretary, In 1888 James J, Ferris was
recalled to-Jersey City by Stillman and named General Superintendent of the company. The fimi
would eventually be named Stillman, Delehanty and Ferns. Assuch it would remain listed inthe
Jersey City phone directory until at least 1943.

By September 26, 1901, the northern retaining wait between Grove St. and Erie St. was reported
"almost completed,” that section between Grove and Henderson "half finished." It had taken
almost four monthsto complete 600 feet of relatively low retaining wall. "About two years' was
still the project's anticipated completion date, "1n the meantime, the operationsnow in

progress are furnishing employment for alarge force of expert stonecutters, stone layers and
laborers. The men engaged are the best of their kind, and they are being paid the highest rate

of wages" (Houses Must Make Way for RR, Sept. 26, 190K p. 12).

Meanwhile, the P.R.R. was offering for sale frame and brick houses still standing on the south  *
side of Sixth St. from Erie to Brunswick to anyone willing to remove them intact to another

site. Itisentirely possiblethat somehousesinthevicinity of theembankment begantheir
life-cycle on the construction site. We also know that some buildings didn't make it off the
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dgte intact. As early as October 12,1901, an apartment house being constructed by a Mr. English
a 304 Montgomery ., Jersey City, was described as being built from bricks salvaged from
houses torn down "to make way for the stone structure for the Harsimus Branch of the P.R.R.,"
(Apt House Property For Sde, Oct. 12,1901),

By the end of April, 1902, "rapid progress™ was still being made, but much remained to be done.
The railroad had been forced, after the commencement of the project, to buy houses on what had
been considered P.R.R. property. $9,000 was paid for a house on the southwest comer of Sixth
and Erie, and a like amount for another near the corner of Sixth and Jersey. No explanation is
offered in the deeds for these transactions, By this time the "handsome dwelling” in which the
succession of P.R.R. supervisors had resided was being demolished (P.R.R, Pushing Work on New
Freight Line, April 25, 1902, p,2).

In May, 1902, a letter was published from a group of irate 3rd Ward residents (ward boundaries
had been changed in 1894). They refer to an earlier petition to Mayor Hoos from
"propertyholders,” objecting to "the noise in general made on the eevated freight road here in
the heart of our city." Harking back to a halcyon past that ended more than one year ago, the
propertyholders take exception to "Engines running day and night at a high rate of speed ...
ringing their bells as they go for blocks at a time ... jamming the cars together and making

even brick buildings tremble." They remind the Mayor that "the drilling of cars herein a
residential portion of our city was never dreamt of.... Engines are allowed to stand here
working their blowers, thereby permitting great quantities of smoke and cinders to escape.”
(They Can't Sleep Because of Trains, May 12, 1902, p. 5).

Although the massive retaining walls had been rising for over ayear, the protesters don't

mention this obvious cause for a shift in conditions. The embankment's construction doesn't seem
to phase them-as the "drilling of cars' surely does. The letter does confirm that traffic on

the original elevated line was maintained, if not intensified, during construction. At a certain
point, the four retaining walls must have beenjoined, fill dumped from overhead cars and tamped
down. While thereis no mention inthe local press of the driving of pilings, excavation for
footings or the compaction of thefill, considerabl e sub-surface preparation must have been
required on the lowland site. The freight road was doubtless used to deliver masonry, fill,
construction equipment and bridging, It isentirely likely that some or all of the original iron
elevated roadway is encased within the fill of the embankment

In June, 1902 the Street and Water Board allowed the P.R.R. to erect a "temporary trestle"

across Erie St., Soon, "the immense embankment is to enclose the freight lines along Sixth St."
(P.R.R'S Great Work Along Sixth Street, June 11,1902; p. 3). Presumably, the temporary trestle
would resolve differences of grade between the old road and the new.

In July of 1902, a 115-ton girder that wasto have formed part of the Coles . bridge

"extension” snapped the | |/4-mch wirefrom which it was suspended from arailway derrick . The
girderandthederrick—theP.R.R.'sheaviest-crashedinto ColesSt., cominginto contact with

street electric wires. "Thousands' gathered at the scene (115 Tons of Iron Falls from Trestle,

July 21, 1902). The Jersey City Police Commissioner, who lived nearby, camevery closeto
electrocuting himself. The derrick operator, who lived on Jersey Ave.walked away with minor
injuries In November of 1902 the Street and Water Board gave permission for two more "temporary
trestles’ at Monmouth and Brunswick Streets It is not clear if this means that the retaining
wallswerecompleted, or only the abutmentson thenorth/south streets. Giventhedate, if seems
unlikely that the entire embankment could have been erected and filled
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Journalistic accounts of the embankment's construction stress its monumental qualities. It is
"huge, massive, great, immense, enormous.” Landscape historian John Stilgoe, discussing the
alure of abandoned railroad corridors, writes of confronting "the everlasting solidity of

Egyptian pyramids and Incaroads' (Stilgoe, 1998, p. 42). Thisissin part, smply afunction of

the scde of railroad engineering. Itis dso the product of a conscious decison on the part of

the P.R.R. management to invest at this time in massive masonry construction, such as the \ 902
Rockville Arch Bridge, Harrisburg, Pa,, the Wilmington, Del. viaduct (1908) and the Philadel phia
Schuylkiil River (1903) and Mantua Junction (1911) viaducts. It was thought that such
construction would save money on maintenance and the need for replacement (Jackson, 1988, p.
143). In the pre-Hepburn Act days of light railroad rate regulation, the railroad could afford

such measures. It might be added that, for an industry plagued with the memory of spectacular
accidents, some caused by quick and shoddy work, imposing, placid looking construction connoted

eafedy.

Had James J, Ferris, Sanford and Stillman's prodigious Superintendent (and eventual President)
not entered public life in the decade following the embankment's construction, it is unlikely
that much would today be known about his contribution to the railroad landscape of Hudson
County. Ferriss sudden death in 1914 transformed him into a cause celebre~-"the victim of a
conspiracy of vilification hatched of designing politicians’ (Evening Journd, Editorid, May
16, 1914, p. 16). His huge public funeral, described as the largest ever held in Jersey City, if
not in New Jersey, completed his apotheosis as " probably the most capable and efficient public
official the city has ever had" (Evening Journd, Editorid, April 28,1914, p. 14).

It should be noted that we are dependent upon The Jersey City Evening Journal for both
information and opinion concerning Ferris. The Journal had campaigned for and embraced the
Commission form of government instituted in Jersey City in 1913 (as alowed under the Walsh
Act). The "Commission plan,” born out of the exigencies of the Galveston hurricane disaster and
aftermath, assigned to elected commissioners the task of directly managing city departments,
much as private sector businesses would be managed. This was widely hailed by Progressive Era
reformers asaway of eliminating "politics’ from city government. Underlying much of this
thought was the image of the City Efficient. 1913 saw the appearance of Jersey City'sfirst
professionally produced planning report (Goodrich and Ford, 1913). Departing from theregnant
"city beautiful” school of planning, its authors stressed that "a city should be made efficient

in the sameway the manufacturer studiesfor efficiency inhisprivate plant” (Ibid ,p.6). For

an account of Ford's planning work in Newark and Jersey City, see Scott, 1971, pp. 120-123).

Railroad grade separation was one obvious aspect of "Taylorism™ as applied to city planning.
Asacivil engineer and businessman, Ferris exemplified qualities sought by those preaching the
gospel of efficiency. As an Irish immigrant, Roman Catholic and dassic "sdf-made man" in a
city withaswelling Roman Catholic, immigrant working classelectorate, hewasalso highly
elcctable. In Jersey City'sfirst Commission election, in 1913, Ferris, who had once remarked to
friends that he thought he could be of "some use" to the city in managing the "Water and Streets
Department” was asked to ran for office. Elected, hewas given charge of the newly created
Departmentof Publiclmprovements.

" Ferris's family had immigrated to the New York areain the 1860s but had returned to Ireland six
years later. At age 20 he again sailed to New York in 1880, finding work as an "ordinary
mechanic” with D. S, Corrode & Co., "bridge builders." He also began study at the tuition-free
Caooper Union. In the early 1880s he worked on railroad projects for Cofrode in Maryland,
Virginiaand Pennsylvania, earning promotionsto timekeeper and foreman, while continuing to
study engineering Sometime before 1888 he graduated from Cooper Union with honors At Cofrode's

R 101 M L
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desth he was recalled to Jersey City by Sanford & Stillman; in 1888 he was made the company's
General Superintendent. From that date he worked largely in Hudson County; he resided in the
neighborhood adjacent to the Harsmus Y ards.

Installed in Jersey City, he supervised the Lehigh Valley Railroad's "improvements' at Black
Tom, then turned his attention to the P.R.R.. "It was under his direction and according to the
plans drawn by him that the foundations of the construction of the elevated railroad structure

in Jersey City were laid." He "built" the foundations for the construction of the trainshed,
ferries and office building of the Pennsylvania. He aso directed the extension of the New Y ork
Centrd's piers and sheds in Weehawken, and the construction of the N.Y ., Susquehanna and
Western's roundhouse and piers at Shadyside. Ferris supervised the raising of the steelwork for
the P.R-R/s elevated line from the Hackensack River to the mouth of the Bergen (trans-Hudson)
tunnel, and was respongble for the foundations and the 200 foot high towers of the railroad
bridge over the Hackensack at Snake Hill (Sccaucus).

Ferriss work for the Hudson & Manhattan Railroad (“The Tubes") included: the sinking of the
initial vertical shaft at Washington Street, Jersey City, the sinking of the elevator shafts at
Exchange Place; and the construction of the foundations for the H. & M. power plant at Bay and
Washington Streets, Jersey City. After adumbrating Ferriss list of accomplishments, the

Journal continues, "One of the most spectacular and probably one of the greatest engineering
achievements performed by Mr. Ferris was the shift of the P.R.R, freight span from the old stone
abutments to the new, at the elevated P.R.R, structure at Newark Ave. near Seventh S, inside
of an hour, the railroad freight service only being interrupted for a period of 60 minutes

(Jersey Journal, May 16, 1914, p. 1), Thisis doubtless areference to the "tying in" of the
completed embankment to the P.R,R, system, there being no other Pennsylvaniafreight track near
Newark Ave, and Seventh Street.

We aso learn from Boyd's Jersey City and Hoboken Directory that Ferris resided at 264 6th St.,
across the street from the embankment, as it was being raised. (He lived with his wife and nine
children in anumber of houses in the vicinity before settling in to the still standing large
brownstone at 569 Jersey Ave,, itself only afew blocks from the embankment.) He was elected to
the American Society of Civil Engineersin "about 1900," and was thought "one of the big men in
his profession.” In 1903 his firm was re-organized, becoming Stillman, Delehanty and Ferris Co..
"Mr. Ferris was then put in entire active charge of the firm, and was considered the directing
head." In 1912 he was made President(The Jersey Journal published two extended biographical
pieces on Ferris. The first, This Isthe Man Whose Scalp Is Sought, April 6, 1914, p. 1,

appeared at the height of his political crisis; the second, Ferris Funeral Tuesday, May 16,

1914, at his death. While roughly similar, they do contain some contradictory material.)

Ferris assumed direction of the Jersey City Department of Public Improvement in 1913. Along with
his friend Dr. McLaughlin, the "City Bacteriologist,” he attacked the cause of contamination at

the City's newly opened water plant in Boonton, New Jersey, "From the Boonton Reservoir alone
10,000 cubic yards of weedswereremoved.” Fired political appointeeswere displeased. He
personally inspected work, on City street paving contracts, aso annoying politically favored
contractors. The"Dr. Goethals of Jersey City" drafted aplan for acomprehensive sewer system.

From the reformist perspective, this was good government.
Hisopponents counter-attacked. They discovered aclausein theWalsh Act that prohibited

commissioners from having private business dealings with regulated utilities, such as railroads,
(Fernscontinuedtomanagehisengineering/consultingfirm,whichworkedprimarilyfor
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rallroads.) Ferris, fearing that there was "acloud upon his title to the office" announced in

the spring of 1914 that, unless an ongoing effort to amend the Wash Act was successful, he
would resign. From the Journal's perspective, "You see, the 'boys are not used to working for a
business man. They can't understand why business should replace politics, and they haven't
gotten over it yet" (This Is The Man Whose Scap Is Sought, April, 651914, p. 1). At the height
of the controversy the Journal published afront page photograph of Ferns, looking rather like
apost office "wanted" poster, and under it ran the caption "This Is The Man Whose Scalp Is
Sought,” There followed a lengthy account of how "Jm" Ferris spent his day, doing the public's
work (See Illustration 8),

The effort to amend the Walsh Act failed and Ferris resigned, effective May 4,1914. He agreed
to continue to inspect public work for the City as avolunteer. On May 15,1914, James Ferris
dropped dead of "acute indigestion." To the Evening Journal's editorialist, the true culprits
were the "minions of machine politics,.,. Friends of Jim Ferris are saying today he died of a
broken heart..." (Editoria, May 16, p. 16) (See illustration 9).

Ferriswas buried out of his high-style Italianate brownstone on Jersey Avenue. His casket was
borne by his fellow engineers and bacteriologist friend down the high soop as a band in the
street played "Nearer My God to Thee" His funeral was the sort of public ritua at which the
Victorians and Edwardians excelled. Although he lived only one block from &. Mary's church,
of which he was a trustee, his casket was born in a procession from his home to Coles <., then
to Hamilton Park (6 blocks away), then to Grove St. and the church. This allowed the throng that
had gathered in the street in front of his home to distribute itself throughout the

neighborhood. As the procession of about 2,500 people passed through the streets, two bands
played. City buildings were closed, residences draped in mourning. Twice the procession passed
under the embankment's plate girder bridges (Thousands Join in City's Last Tribute to the Memory
of James J. Ferris, May 19, 1914, p. 1),

At . Mary's, the crowd was vastly larger than the seating. The crowd struggled to enter the

church. The City's young Public Safety Director, Frank Hague, pointedly gave up his seat to
maintain order outside the building. Asthe one and one-half mile procession made itsway up .
Bergen Hill to Holy Name Cemetery, students at Dickinson High School were released from class to
witness. It was, said the City'sundertakersthefollowing day, thelargest funeral in memory.

Extra funera carnages had even been brought over from New York (Ferris Funera Was the Largest
in the City's History, May 20, 1914, p. 2).

James Ferris is remembered today as a name affixed to a Downtown Jersey City High School. The
Harsimus Branch Embankment, used occasionally by Conrail until the early 1990s, remains, the
sturdy vestige of arail economy and arail landscape that once dominated lower Jersey City. The
masonry and earth structure possesses remarkabl e physical integrity. It stands asamulti-coded
cenotaph. Itisasurvivor of that "golden age of railroading” when "railroads were at their

zenith" (Cunningham, 1997, p. 265). It is amore cryptic marker of the half-remembered struggles
over itslocation, ownership, taxationand elevation. Anditisanentirely appropriate
self-engineered memorial to the memory of animportant and seemingly exemplary personagein
Jersey City history.
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Exhibit B

Various SLH Properties interests have sued Gty of Jersey
Aty, Assistant Gty Attorney Joanne Mnahan, and the Jersey Gty
H storic Preservation Comssion over various approvals, failure
to issue denolition permts, and historic designations for the
Enbanknent. E g.. 212 Marin Boulevard v. Gty of Jersey Gty, et
al., Superior Court of New Jersey, docket no. HOD L-49(8B- (5.
Pursuant to notions hearings on Decenber 21, 2007, in which
Conrail participated (see transcript excerpt appended hereto),
the Superior Court stayed the litigation at SLH Properties’
behest pending final disposition of the various petitions for
judicial review it and Conrail filed in the DC Crcuit from
STEL' S rulings in F.D 34818.

SIH interests filed a notion to nodify the stay to permt
SIHs various "LLCs" to continue to pursue their various permt
applications. This notion was heard on March 14, 2008. The
Superior Court indicated that the stay woul d be so nodified, so
that the SLH interests could continue to pursue their permts.
No order has yet been issued.

Conrail consented to the LLCs application for a denolition
permt filed wwth the Jersey Gty Hstoric Preservation
Comm ssion, and appeared at a hearing before the Comm ssion on
Decenber 17, 2007, in support of issuance of the permt
appl i cation.
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212 MARIN BOULEVARD vCITY OF JERSEY CITY, et al - Dec, 21,2007

. Col | oquy 4
1 THE GQORT: Al right. This is 212 MAR N

2 BOXKBVARD VS. JERSEY A TY. The Docket No, |la HUD L-

3 4908-05. Can | have the appearances, please?

4 M. PONATQ Yes. Good nor ni n?. Your Honor.
5 M chel e Doriato on behalf of the plaintiffs.

6 MR LBEWS And Jeffrey Lews of the firmof
7 MXKirdy and R akin on behalf of the plaintiffs.

8 MR F (R L&A Your Hbonor, John K Forilla,
& Capehart and Scatchard, for The Consolidated Rail

10 Qorporation. Wth ne is Robert M Jenkins fromthe

11 firmof Mayer Brown who is admtted pro hac vice for

12 these notions today. W ask that M. Jenkins argue the
13 notion regarding the stay and I will argue the notion
14 regardi ng the anended conpl ai nt.

15 THH GOURT: Al right.

16 MR AiAW : Judge, Carmne A anpi, General
17 Gounsel for the LLGs.

18 MR QAQREY: And John J. Qurley, Gu-r-|-~e-y,
19 for the Aty of Jeraey Aty or Joanne Mbnahan,

20 Assi stant Gorporation Gounsel and the Jeraey Gty

2X H storic Preservati on Comm ssi on.

22 THE GOURT: kay. Wy has this becone such a
23 cause celebre with regard to the stay or not stay

24 pending the final determnation fromthe Surface
25 Tranaportati on Board? |

L)

Argunent - Donate
M5. DONATQ  Your Honor, the stay that --

5

THE GOURT: VW' ve cut down so many trees over

sonething that | al nost consider innocuous. But go
ahead.

MB. DONATQ Your Honor, this Gourt entered a

stay initially pending the decision and resol ution of
t he abandonnent issues before the SIB. Wen the SIB

rendered a decision in August, it sinply held that the

Harsimus Cove, the S xth Street Enbanknent was a |ine
of rails. It did not resolve abandonnent issues and
abandonnent application is in the process of being

filed.

M. Qurley's office aent Your Honor the
August deci sion, asked that the stay be lifted before
we had an opportunity to respond. Your Honor, very
efficiently lifted the stay. And we then --

o THE GOURT: You're so kind by calling it

efficient.

M5. DONATQ Well, it was quite pronpt, Your

THB CGAURTI ' Presunptuous, probably is what
you really wanted to say -
MS, DQAVATQ No. | didn't.
THE COURT: It's okay.
IMB. DONATO Not at all.

Honor .

ELITETRANSCRIPTS, INC,
14 Boonton Avenue, Butler, New Jersey 07405

973-283-0196 FAX 973-492-29027
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Christine Todd Whitman Department of Environmental Protection Robert tC.-Shinr.. Jr.- ,
Governor Division of Parks & Forestry Commissions

Higoric Preservation Office

r o PO Box 404

. Trenton, NJ 08625-0404
- TEL : (609)292-2023
FAX: (609)984-0578

o January 25, 2000

Consolidated Rail Corporation
2000 Market Street

P.O. Box 41419

Philadelphia, PA 1910M 419

»

Déar_Property Owner;

| am pleased to inform you that the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsumis Branch Embankment,

. 163351 Sixth Street, Jersey City, Hudson County was entered onto the New Jersey Regider of Historic

Places on December 29, 1999, In accordance with HJ.SA. 131815131, listing of a& area, :i<*,
structure or object on the New Jersey Register of Historic Places prevents the State, a county, mujaei paHty
or any of their agencies or instrumentalities from undertaking any project that will encroach upon, damage
or destroy the property liged without approva from the Commissoner of the Department of
Environmental Protection.

» The application for the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsmus Branch Embankment was Oworobiy
received by the State Review Board for Historic Sites and was subsequently signed onto the N™: v ? sey
Register by the State Historic Preservation Officer. It will now be sent to the National Park Swviw, u.S,
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. to be considered for inclusion in the National Register of
‘Higtone Places. The Historic Preservation Office will inform you when we receive notification from the

ationd Regiger Office that the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Branch Embankment has been entered
ontotheNational Register. /

!

Sincerely,

f
Dorothy P. @JB}J

Administrator

Congratulations,

’

c: Mr Richard A James, Pennsylvania Railroad Embankment Preservation Coalition

-
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Btate of Hefo Feruey
Chrigtine Todd Whitman Department of Environmental Protection ' Robert C. Shinn, Jr.
Governor Dividon of Paries& Foresry Comndurr
- Historic Preservation Office '
POB0X404

{

-

Trenton, NJ. 08625-0404
TEL:(609)292-2023
FAX: (609)984-0578 February 17,1999

| ] B}%.l
TIE Y

Mr. Richard A. James
Pennsylvania Railroad Embankment Preservation Codlition

226 Fifth Street
Jarsey City, NJ 07302

*Dear Mr. James:
B This letter isin response to your request for aforma certification of eigibility for the

Pennsylvania Railroad Harsmus Branch Embankment, in Jersey City, Hudson County, for inclusion
in theNew Jersey and Nationa Registers of Historic Places.

_ Basad 00 areview of the submitted documentation and other information aready on file, it
IS my opinion, as Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, that the Pennsylvania Railroad
Harsmus Branch Embankment is eligible for listing in the New Jersey and Nationa Regigers of
Hlstoglt ¢ Places under (t:rr]gmenon Adﬁor a:ftfectassoced tl rz]atlg& ats aS|gdn|f|c6<i|ntty pgfr}_?f the Elroacj: _ raded
separation campaigns that especiadly e politics and qudi ifein Jarsey City an
Newark during the two decadesj 8ankmg the turn ofthe _2%3‘ century. The embankment isaso
eligible under National Regigter Criterion C as both an important example of the large-block ashlar
masonry favored by the Pennsylvania Railroad duri ngi this period for its bridges and viaducts, and of
the work of James J, Ferris, anotable Jersey City civil engineer.

If you have further questions about this finding, please contact Mr, Robert Craig of my staff,
a (609) 9%40541. “ 9P oy

Sincerely,

TR

Dorothy P.
Administrator

DPG/h].\b86

c: Michad Alterman

New teney a *n Squel Qpportuntty Employer '



City Ctefk Bis No. 0*d_82G1Q.___ . .

Agenda No _ -3J ine Feading

Agenda No. xiJ+ __.2nd Reading & Final Passage

[ -

'ORDINANCE
OF
JERSEY CITY, NJ.

COUNCIL AS A WHOLE
offered and moved adoption of the following ordinance:

TfttE:

CITY ORDINANCE (3~010

ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY
ADOPTING AMENDMENTSTO THE CITY CODE CHAPTER 345, LAND
DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE, ARTICLE 30, HISTORIC PRESERVATION
(EMBANKMENT)

WHEREAS* the "Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Branch Embankment" was built in 1901-1905
on the site of an earlier 19" century freight \\a\ to facilitate the Pennsylvania Railroad in
establishing a major freight yard on the Hudson River which contributed greatly to the growth of
the Port of New Y ork and New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the embankment* as part of the largest transportation svstcm in the country,
facilitated the dedication of most of the Jersey City Waterfront to rail arid rail related uses, and

WHEREAS, the monumental stone and earth structure-, comprising the embankment, although
lacking their connecting iron plate bridges, are rare survivors of the age of railroad transport and
are especially deserving of protection; and

WHEREAé, the "Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Branch Embankment™ deserves recognition &,
aseries of historically significant structures\\hich played an important part mthe socia and
economic development of downtown Jersey City; and

WHEREASiI the designation of the"Pennsjl\ania Railroad Harsimus Branch Embankment" as a
historic landmark ~ould protect and preserve the structure from demolition or alteration without
review by the Jersey City Historic Preservation Cornmission, and

WHEREAS, the subject property is currently located at the following blocks and lots
Block 212 Lot. A

247 50 A

2S0 SO A
3175 50.A
354.1 50 A
380.1 A

and

WHEREAS, the subject property is cunently owned by the Consolidated Rail Corporation
otherwise known as Conrail, and

WHEREAS, Chapter 345, Article 30, Section F, "Procedure for Nominating Sites, Landmarks and
District’; for Local Designation™ prosides that ' Any interested partt may nominate a site, landmark
or district for local designation The nomination may originate at cither the Historic preset ation
Commission, the Planning Board or City Council, however many case, it shall be reviewed b> all
these bodies," and

WHJIREA&, a petition for loca landmark designation for the "Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus
Branch Embankment" was submitted to the Historic Preservation Commission on Jul> 8" 2002,
and

WHEREAS, at the July 8"' 2QU2 regular meeting of the Jersev Cit> Historic Preservation
Commission, the Commission did review the petition and recommend its approval; and

YV HEREAS, atthe December 16 JKJ02tegul ar meeting of tlic Jersey City Planning, Board, the
Planning Board did review the recommendation of the HISIOCK. Piesenatum Commission daied
August 652002 and the State and National Registers of Histork Places domination and
recommended submission to the C u\ Council fim wpgaut i,



Continuation of City Ordinance #i-o10 page ¢

ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY
ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY CODE CHAPTER 345, LAND
DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE, ARTICLE 30, HISTORIC PRESERVATION
(EMBANKMENT)

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Municipal Council of the City of Jersey City
that City Code Chapter 345 Land Development Ordinance §345-30 "Historic Preservation Review
and Procedures’ be amended as follows: (Materia Indicated by bold italic tktafy is new material
that is intended to be enacted.)

Section 345-30 Historic Preservation Review and Procedures
. G. Historic Districts/Landmarks
Pursuant lo this section, the following historic districts and landmark buildings, objects, stes,

structures or landscape features are designated sad recognised as "historic" aud shall enjoy
the protection of law as herein provided.

Landmarks; Date

Pennsylvania £ailroati ffarsimtts Branch Embankment /Date of City Council Adoption/
AppleTreeHouse 5-24-20Q0

Ellis Island 6-22-1994

Dickinson High School ' 5-27-1980

Historic Districts;

Hartimiis Cove 7-21-1983
Hamilton Park 2-1-1977
VaaV orstPark 2-M977
Paulus Hook 2-1-1977

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED THAT:

A All ordinances and pdrts of ordinance-, inconsistent heceuith are heieby repealed

B 1 ins ordinance shall bea part of the Jersey City Code as though codified and set forth full;
herein The City Clerk shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated in the official
copies of (he Jersey City Code

C Tinsordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner as provided by law,

D  TheCity Clurk and the Corporation Council be and they are hereby authorized and directed
tochangeany chapter numbers, article number?and section numbersin theevent that the
codification of thi sordinancereveal sthat thereisaconflict between those numbersand the
existing code, in order to avoid confusion and possible repealers of existing provisions.

. .
- .
Sl
Robert D. Cotter, PP. AICP
Director, Division of City Planning
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SUMMARY

ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY
ADOPTING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CITY CODE CHAPTER 345, LAND
DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE, ARTICLE 30, HISTORIC PRESERVATION
(EMBANKMENT)

Thisordinancewould officially designatethe" PennsylvaniaRailroad HarsimusBranch
Embankment" asalocal historiclandmark, ensuring protectionand preservation of the structure
from demolition or significant ateration pursuant to Chapter 345, Article 30, Section G.



24"

Date Submitted to BA.

ORDINANCE FACT SHEET
1 Full Title of Ordinance:
- ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY
ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY CODE CHAPTER 345, LAND DEVELOPMENT
ORDINANCE, ARTICLE 30, HISTORIC PRESERVATION

2. Name and Title of Person Initiating the Ordinance;
, Mark Munley, Director, HEDC

3. Concise Description of the Program, Project or Plan Proposed in the Ordinance:
This ordinance adoptsan amendracntto the City's Laid Development Ordinance recognizing trie
"Pennsylvania Rail Road Harsmus Branch Embankment* as a localy designated Historic
e Landmark.

4. Reasons (Need) for the Proposed Program, Project, etc.:

" The "Pennsylvania Rail Road Harsunus Branch Embankment" is a series of structures spanning
six blocks along Sixth Street, which once carried freight through downtown Jersey City to the
railroad's Harsiraus Yards, The structures, oncejoinedfey plate girder bridges, are mainly
constructed of massive masonry retaining wallsand earthen fill and measure approximately 400
feet long by 100 feet wide.

In 1997, local preservationists began the process of achieving landmark status in order to preserve
these historically significant structures. The State Historic Preservation Office has listed the
structures on the Slate Register of Historic Places. The Jersey City Historic Preservation
Commhsion and the Jersey City Planning Board haveformally recommended M uni ci pal
Landmark Designation.

5. Anticipated Benefits to the Community.
The proposed amendments, will protect the structures from demolition or significant alteration
without review by the Jersey Cit> Historic Preservation CommissionandiheCity'sHistoric
Preservation Specialist The structures, which are a significant reminder of the rote of railroads m
«the history of downtown Jersey City, areimportant to completetheinterpretation of theadj oi ning
historic districtsof Harsitrms Cove and Hamil ton Park.

6 Cog of Proposed Project (Requirement),
$0.00 Thereare no new coststo (he City

7 Date Proposed Requirement will commence
Immediately upon adoption

8 Anticipated Completion Date,
Immediately upon adoption

9 Person Responsible for Coordinating Proposed Program, Project, etc,
Robert D Cotter. Director of City Planning 547-5050

10. « Additional Comments:
" None

| Certify that al the Facts Presented Herein are Accurate.

_241?&”['!‘% YV VAN

Division Director Signature"" Date

O&J\ Qﬁ&f VAT LY LS

(/’ZCJP* f) Th-[lﬂrlmlnl TeCtar Srroslure Date




Ordinance of the City of Jersey City, N.J.

ORDINANCE NoO. Lird. 93010
[ ?r. JAN 222003
TITLE: Ordinance of the Munici ipal Council of the City oflersey City
adopting amendments to the City Code Chapter 345, Land
Development Ordinance™ Article 30, Historic PreservstioR
, (Embankment).

IECORD OF COUNCIUVOQTE ON INTRODUCTION 1IJAM ft 8 ’?fﬂﬂ_ <:’£"_

COUNCILPERSDN { AYE I NAY [ WV. COUNCHPERSON | AYE | NAV | NV. COUNCIIPERSON| AYE | NAY [ NV.
ene _i GAUGHAN ~ HEALY -
DONNEUY A MALPONAOO 7 VE&* o)
UPSKI / RICHARDSON s SMITH, PRES, O
[ Titicates Vale i et Vo (drbien]
— RECORD OF COUNCU.VOTETOCL 08.ef.UBUC HEARING JAN..Z Z M4 i-ﬂ
Coundlptrson E'-'" el »«ond«d 1 Coundloersen to ctasa PH,
COUHCHPERSON J AYE | NAY | NV COUNCILPERSON AYE | HAY | NV COUNCILPEASQN| AYE | NAY | nv,
EREWAN B BMIGHWA 3 HEALY i
DONNELLY - MALDONADO VEGA /\§|
UPSW RICHASOSON {,? SMITH, PHES.
lindicates Vole mMuAER = CcO~USY  UT»»] VOST NV-No! Voting (Abstain)

Maard oL LA P D

STEVNEH e/ Dy Bt EfpH

MK, csﬂ'l’ll-l.-l TOHN Pl g

T O ApRSON
- RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE ON AMENDMENTS, IF ANY
CouncHperaon_ mover! lo amend* Ordinanc*. **conilkdJ ~ov Councllperson &adopted ,,
COUNCILPEftSON £ AYE | NAY '/\|__ CQUNCILPERSON AYE § NAY 1 NV | CQUNCHPE&SON | AYE | NAY | NV
BRENNAN GAUGHAN HEALY
DONNELLY MALDONAOO VEGA
UPSKI RICHBROSON SMITH PRES
/ Indicates Vote NV - Noi Voting (Abstain)

RECORD OF FINAL COUNCIL VOTE JAN ~ 22003 .7*1

COUNCIIPERSON | AYE ] NAY | NV COUHCILPERSON AYE | NAY | NV COUNCILPEHSON | AYE | NAY | NV
BRENNAN GAUGHAN Vs HEAtY
DONNELLY —-ﬂettiSffH-L.-—m . Fl MALOONADO " VEGA _</
LIPSKI / RICMAROSON 3* SMITH. PHES
| Ind-cates Vole NV-Not Votmg (Abstain)
Adopted on first reading of the Council of Jersey City N J on. UAN 0 8 20S3
Adopted on second and final reading alter lieanng on. H"N 2 S ZQQ3
This is to certify that the foregoing Odmance.was adopted-
by ttie Mumt]p«t)Counctl j*?a m&eithg w ™M ~ *- /2 £

“Binaadifanirs|

L_fdunnhﬁu-d;unnmnim.
f= 3 F—a P
JAN 2 3 2003

Dae

Date To Mayor




City Clerk Fife No. Ord. 04-096

Agenda No- —.. ., .- N2 st Psfing
AgendaNo__ *kd*. 2nd Reading & Fina Passage
ORDINANCE
OF

JERSEY CITY, N.J.

COUNCIL AS A WHOLE
offered and moved adgption of the following ordinance;

CITY ORDINANCE 04-096

TITLE ofcDmance AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY TO ACQUIRE BY
PURCHASE OR CONDEMNATION PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN BLOCK212, LOT
M, BLOCK 247,LOT 50A, BLOCK 280, LOT 5GA, BLOCK 3175, LOT 50A, BLOCK 354.1,
LOT 50A, BLOCK 3891, LOT 50 ANO BLOCK 415, LOTS SO AND 50PL, MORE
COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE SIXTH STREET EMBANKMENT

THE MUNICIPAL COUNC11. OF THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY DOES ORDAIN:

WHETREAS, Consolidated Rail isUhe owner of a6 6 acre property designated as Block 212, Lot
ML, Block 247, Lot 50A, Block 280, Lot 50A, Block 3J7.5, Lot 50A, Block 354.1, Lot 5QA, Block
389,1, Lot 50 and Block 415. Lots 50 and 50.PL, on the City of Jersey City's Official Tax
Assessment Map and more commonly known as the Sixth Street Embanlcmeut [Property]; and

WHEREAS, mogt of the site that is raised above grade was formerly used as a raihoad
embankment,and .

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the Property is no longer needed for any railroad purpose
nr use; anil

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Eminent Domain Act of 1971, jyj L~ 203-1 8] &a, amunicipality
may acquire property for apublic purpose; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jersey City desiresto acquirethe Property from Consolidated Rail asopen
space and to eventually construct apublic park thereon, which purposes are valid public purposes;
and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Municipal Council of the City of Jersey City
that,

1, Thefollowing propertiesare needed iui amunicipal public use, that is an open space arid
public park. Block 212, Lot M,, Block 247, Lot 50A, Block 280, Lot 50A, Block 317-5, Lot
5GA, Bloek 354,1, Lot 50A, Block 389 1, Lot 50 and Block 415, Lots 50 and 50 PL, mi the
City of Jersey CHy's Qificial Tax Assessment Map and morecommonly blown asthe Sixth
Street fimbankmenf; and

2 The Corporation Counsel of the Ciiy of Jersey City or his duly designated agent and (he
BusinessAdministrator areauthorisedanddirected toundertakeany actionsand executeany
documents nec&ssary or appropriate to acquire the property either by purchase or
condemnationinaccordancewiththeEminent DomainAct nf 1971, NJSA. 20:3-1 g1 569

3, 1heCorporation Counsel or lheBusinessAdministratorareamhorizetl anddirectedtosolicit
" proposalsto engagetheservicesof surveyors, titleinsurancecompanies, apprai sersand any
other professionalswhose services arc necessary or appropriate to implement the purpose*,

of (hisordinance

4 This Oidnuncc "hall take effect at ihe time and in the Tnaitnel asprovideql by law,



Contihua&w of C% Ordfaanca 04-0% T L S

5. - TheCity Clerk and ihe Corporation Counse be and they are hereby authorized and directed
to change any chapter numbers, article numbers and section numbers in ftie eveitt that the
codification of this Ordinance reveds that there isa conflict between those numbers aod the

exising c'de, in order to avoid contusion and possible accidenta repeders of existing
provisons. -

NOTE; AH materia is new; therefore, underlining has been omitted.

For purposes of advertising only, new matter isindicated by bold face
and repealed matter by italic,

IMfyh
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Certification Required U



-~ Ordinance of the City of Jersey City, N. .

Ord, 04-096
ORDINANCE NO. e . .
&,
TITLE: $-0* AUS 11 0% F2. sepos My
Ordinance authorizing the City of Jersey City to acquire by purch
of condemnation property located withis Block 212, Lot M, Block
247, Lot 50A, Block 280, Lot 5QA, Block 317.5, Lot 50A, Block
354.1, Lot SQA, Block 389.1, Lot 50 and Block 415, Lots 50 &
50.PL, more commonly known as the Sixth Street Embankment,
RECORD OF COUNCILVgTI OH INTRODUCMOM AUG | T3
COUNCILPERSQN | AYE § NAY [ Hv. CQUNCILPERSON | AYE | NAY | v CXIUNCIPERSON| AYE | HAY | NVv.
BBENNAN ~ GAUGHAN P HEALY St -
DONNatr 7 UAUKMAOO /v VEGA ?'.
UPSKt s RICHARDSON / swrm, PRES
" [enlimplaiy youim NV.-Not Voting (Abstain)
e o i, AT
m.m sioved, seconded by _‘(.Z_c_)'undfcsrson e PH '? s
DOOUMCLITERSCW | AE | W | B COAMCAFERTN | V5 | N&Y | WY COUMCIL PIABCM] ATE | k' | WY
Brra U " T s, o WEAY - =
DORMEALY ¥ [T ) o fah v
LFan ,f.' AICHARTSMH ey SMIH PRES. o
.r' oo Yol ‘i o I"N'E ﬂﬁ Iy ) N.V-fJot Vofing (Abs"J
SIEVE GuecALRE
DANTEL- £ Vel
ToHr GOsMEZ
RECOfID OF COUMCityOTE ON AMEHDMEHTS. IFANY __
Counrilperson moved Jo amend* Ordtaanw, secomfett by CouncJipcrson & adopted” -
COUNCILPERG0M | ArE | kY | N COUNCHPERECN | O | R | COUNGLPERSON] HE | My | WY -
BRI eI ﬂﬁm ]
T T BDCHALD WEL
wan ] e N |5, PR
+ el U M ¥ -Not Vobraj (Abstain)

FECORD OF FIMAt COUHDLVOTE EH u E “EF 3 - —
VIR PEHSTN | AE L.E-.L-Ei CTHINCT PERADN LE | BN WY qm e ) Wi | W
ERERHAH e Gk K B {rEalY o
DONNELLY o TR [rEaa
W B RHIWAGSON alliH, FHER o
e b7 -y Yoy Pt
AUS 1 1 20H

Adopted on fiisl reading of the Council of Jersey City, NJ on

—_inTswiif'i B

Adopted (vi sertjnd ami final reading a8«r hf-ar»ig on

This Is to certify (hat the foregoing Ordinance WM- WopJeE
by the Murueipal Council at its meeliny on -__ Jitj_L_U_, '1“

/ /"r-';":\;
S IR KB

| Robert B#ne. Cdy Clerk

U
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City Clerti file NO.. o ¥d- 04096

Agenda Mo* ,, ,’\:’?’\_SL_JM ___ ts Beading
Agenda No..~~_jffj&u. _ 2nd Reading & RnaX Passage
ORDINANCE
OF

JERSEYCITY, NJ.

COUNCIL AS A WHOLE
offered g>d moved adoption of the following ordinance;

CITY ORDINANCE M-02%

TITLE orpDINawas AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY TO ACQUIRE BY
PURCHASE OR CONDEMNATION PROFERLY LOCATED WITHIN BtOCK 212, OT
M, BLOCK Z47,LOt SOA,BLOCK 280, LOT SSA, BLOCK 317.5, LOT SOA, BLOCK 354.1,
LOT SOA, BLOCK 389.1, LOT 50 AND BLOCK 415, LOTS 50 AND 50.PL, MORE
COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE SXTH STREET EMBANKMENT

-

THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY DOES ORDAIN:

WHEREAS, Consolidated Rail isthe owner of a6 6 acre property designated as Block 212, Lot
M., Block 247, Lot 50A, Block 280, Lot 5QA, Block 317.5, Lot 50A, Block 354.1, Lot 50A, Block
389.1, Lol 50 and Block 415, Lois 50 and 5QPL, on (he City of Jersey City's Official Tak
Assessraeat Map and more commonly fenolvnas the Sixth Street Embankment (Property]; and

WHEREAS, mog( of the site that is laiwed above grade was formerly used as a railroad
embankment; and

WHEREBAZE, it has been determined that thel* roperty is no longer needed for any railroad purpse
oruse, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Eminent Domain Act of 1971, NJ 2> A. 203-1 £L.$TQ« a municipality
niay acquire property for apublic purpose; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jersey City desires to acquire the Property from Consolidated Rail as op«n

space and to eventually construct a public patk thereon., which purposes are valid public purposes;
aid

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Municipal Council of the City of Jersey City
that:

1. The following properties arc needed for amunicipal public use, that is an open space and
public part: Block 212, Lot M , Block 247, Lot 50A, Block 2W, Lot 50A, Block 3115, Lot
50A, Block 354,1, Lot 50A, Block 389.1, Lot 50 and Block 415, tots 50 and 50JPL, on the

City of Jersey City's Official Tax Assessment Map and more commonly known asthe Sixth
Street Embankment, and

2 The Corporation Counsel of the City of Jef sxy City or his duly designated agent and the
BusinessAdministrator areauthorizedand directedtoundertakeMy actionsand executeany
documents necessary or appropnate to acquire the property cither by purchase or
condemnation m accordancewith the Eminent DomainAcl of 1971, H i SA®20:3-1 81 %24

3 The Comaron Tounsthor e Busubss Ao traiorace suthonied an g e b woliei
proposalsto engagethe ser~vic.es of surveyors, litk nmmtnce companies, appjaisersand any
other professional whfsesservicesarenccess.ny or appropriatett>irnplernfint the papemsts
«f this oitimance,

4 Thii, Oidmance «hall t*ke (%e<. \ at the time ami m the nwnnei as provided by law,



'04-096
Contffitrafion Of City prdinaneo

5 The City Clerk and the Corporation Cotinsd be and they are hereby authorized and directed
to change any chapter numbers, article numbers and section numbersin the event that the
codification of this Ordinance revealsthat there is a conflict between thosenumbers and the
exising code, in order to avoid confusion and possible accidental repeders of existing
provisions. T
NOTE: All material is new; therefore, underlromg has been omitted,
For purposes of advertising only, new matter is indicated by bold face
and repealed matter by it& Rc.

JM/ph .
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- Ordinance of the Clty of Jersey City, NJ

Ord. 04-096
ORDINANCE NO.

TITLE: 3.0. AU6G1 L ey 0 Sep oo 8 280

of condemnation property located within Block 2J2, Lot M, Block
247, Lot 50A, Block 280, tot SOA, Blodt 317.5, tot 50A, Block
354.1, Lot 50A, Block 389.1, lot 50 and Block 415, tots 50 &
5032, more commonly known as the Sixth Street Bmbarikment

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE OH WTROaUCHON OrniiL '
i rersn | e |ower | uy coeppperas | mE e T wd L AL
BREMMN e AT ' | -
L e WA, v .
y g NZ POWCER | [wmiree | o

Incicate!; \kete= LY il Yeling (abowis]

RECORD OIFCOUNCH. VOTE TO CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING i

o 7T TN M Y S S e T 2
Lo FERTON | g | ' | e CCUNCLPERSMH | GE | ke T Wv oy PeRcCH ] Aok | me | b
[N v AT " v,
omELy ¥, v s RN A ..Hm N
Py v RO TR rd s |
o i Veka oV DRI BALCER NV-WSVcing (Abgtain]

SrEVE Gice (ALEC

P EL LEHN

Ty GOAlEZ

LEIIH:IDF%@_T_E_ONAMENDMENTS IFANY R
e ] jnov'ed to amend* Ordinance, jecomJed by Councapfereon ... ..., *adopted®__, .
DORCAPCistu | E | Wy § Y | foeorers | ave [NAY [ |mnn"EuT":nT'_" WY | W
w1l L L ) CIARIGHAN 1. |
DB LY WAL AL |
LPKL S e ok T REs L __
/ indlicates Vote HV NotYcifitig iAbdam)
_ RECORD OF FINAL COUNOL VOTE *SEP-a 2k "? - _
OO FERSDH [ AYE |l | MY COMLFEREN | A | o0 | 1Y | Ii:l.il..ll'.-‘l.l"i'lﬂ:l‘vll AT H.Y -
BRENHIN A G L e
OONNEDY M"::"'r LIALDIHACDH ? Ve o - -
rso__ e T2 S v Y X
A hdeales Vote H Y —riat Wy M)
W o1 1 20%

Ad{niend -on FREL reading $f Wie CoucH of Jerl«y City, HJ on

Adopted on second And hnal reatfing after heinng on _ S E pTSW

RS A e e e e e - RS T T

This Is to certify Ihtitttte foregoing Odrnan:)e_ww
by the Munk'ipa) QouncsS at its meeling on m
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City Clerk ReNo. _Qfd _ab-=ab4— —

Agenda No It , 13 Reading
Agenda No. . ZI'L----2nd Reading & Fina Passage
ORDINANCE
OF

JERSEt CITY, NJ.

COUNCIL AS A WHOLE
offered and moved adoption of the following ordinartce

CITY ORDINANCE 05-064

TITLE-. orbinance AMENDING ORDINANCE 04-096 THAT AUTHORIZED THE CITY OF
JERSEY CITY TO ACQUIRE BY PURCHASE OR CGNBEMNATION CERTAIN
PROPERTY COLLECTIVELY KNOWN AS THE SIXTH STREET EMBANKMENT, TO
INCLUDE ONE ADDITIONAL PROPERTY, SPECIFICALLY BLOCK 446, LOT ISA

THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY DOES ORDAIN;

WHEREAS, the City of Jersey City desires to acquire certain Property from Consolidated Rail for
use as open space and to eventually construct a public park thereon, to be known as (he Sixth Street
Embankment, which purposes are valid public purposes, and

WHEREAS, by (he adoption of Ordinance 04-096 on September 8, 2004, the City of Jersey City
authorized the acquisition of properly designated as Block 212, LotM , Block 247, Lot 50A, Block
280, Lot 50A, Block 317.~ Lot 50A, Block 354 1, Lot 50A, Block mi, Lot 50 and Block 415,
Lots 50 and 50.PL, on the City of Jersey City's Official Tax Assessment Map and more commonly
known as the Sixth Street Embankment [Property], and

WHEREAS, Block 446, Lot ISA, although needed for such purposes, was inadvertently omitted
from Ordinance 04- 096, and

WHEREAS, the Property is no longer used or needed for any railroad purpose; and

WHKREAS, pursuant to the fciminent Domain Act of 1971, NJLSJL 203-1 etjg”, * municipality
may acquire property for apublic purpose

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Municipal Council of the City of Jersey City
that

1 The following properties are needed foi amunicipal public use, that is, an open space and
public park® Block 212, Lot M , Bfoctc 247, Lot 50A, Block 280, Lot 5GA, Block 317 5, Lot
50A, Block 354 1, 1"t 50A, Block 389. 1, Lot 50, BIOck415, Lots 50 and SO.PL, and Block
446, Lot 18A, on the City of Jersey City's Official Tax: Assessment Map aud more
commonly knowncollectively asthe Sixth Street Embankment, and

2 The Corporatiotv Counsel of the City of Jersey City or his duly designated agent and the
BusinessA dmini strator areauthorizedanddirectedtoundertakeany actionsandexecuteany
documents necessary or appropriate to acquire the property either by pmchase or
condemnation in accordance with the Eminent Domain Act of 1971, HILA, 20' VI siftd

T The Corporation Counsel or the Business Administrator are authorised and directed to solicit
proposal sto engage the. sai vicesof surveyors, title msuian.ce companies, appraisers and any
other professional s whose Si-j-vices arc necessary or appropriate to implement Ihc purposes
of this ordinance

5000253



Continuation of City Ordinance Ord. 05-064 ., P«9»-

4, This Ordinance shdl take effect at the time and in the manner as provided by law.

5. The City Clerk and the Corporation Counsel be and they are hereby authorized and directed
to change any chapter numbers, article numbers and section numbers in the event that the
codification of tfiisOrdinance reveds that there is aconflict between those numbers and the

exiging code, in order to avoid conftision and possible accidental repeaiers of existing
provisions. .

NOTE: All material is new; therefore, un”*grhnijag has been omitted.

For purposes of advertising only, new matter is indicated by bold face
and repealed matter by italic.

IM/he
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APPROVEDAS TOLEG'L FORM [} APPROVLD,

%M’L‘fi__ _ APPROVLDng%}mE%D

Certification Required .l..l.fX
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Ordinance of the City of Jersey City, N.J,
ORDINANCE NO. .05-64
m%ﬂm‘“. w4 JN o0a 20

TITLE:
Ordinance amending Ordinance 04-096 that authorized the City
of Jarsey City to acquire by purchase or condemnation certain
property collectively known as the Sixth Street Embankment to
include one additional property specifically Block 446, Lot
ISA.
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City Clerk FHe No. _.flof. b .
Agenda No- _»™ M« NpINM~TM~~ - ™ Reading
Agenda No N .2nd Reding & Final Passage

ORDINANCE
OF
JEKSEt CITY, NJ.

COUNCIL AS A WHOLE
offered and moved adoption of the fotfowmg ordinance:

CITY ORDINANCE 05-064

TITLE: ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 04-096 THAT AUTHORIZED THE CITY OF
JERSEY CITY TO ACQUIRE BY PURCHASE OR CONDEMNATION CERTAIN
PROPERTY COLLECTIVELY KNOWN AS THE SXTH STREET EMBANKMENT, TO
INCLUDE ONE ADDITIONAL PROPERTY, SPECIFICALLY BLOCK 446, LOT 18A

THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY DOES ORDAIN:

WHEREAS, the City of Jersey City desires to acquire certain Property from Consolidated Rail Co:
use as open space and to eventual ly construct apublic parfc thereon, to be known as the Sixth Stieel
Embankment, which purposes are valid public purposes, and

WHEREAS, by the adoption of Ordinance 04-096 on September 8, 2004, the City of Jersey City
authorized the acquisition of property designated as Block 2 12; Lot M, Block 247, Lot 60A, Block
280, Lot 50A, Block 3175, Lot 50A, Block 354 1, Lot 50A, Block 389.1, Lot 50 md Block 415,
Lots 50 and 50.PL, on the City of Jetsey City's Official Tax Assessment Map and more commonly
known as the Sixth Street Embankment [Property); and

WHEREAS, Block 446, 1/ot ISA, athough needed for such purposes, was inadvertently omitted
from Ordinance 04 096, and

WHEREAS, the Property isno longer used or needed for any railroad purpose, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Eminent Domain Act of 1971, N_J*A> 203-1 eiseqg., amunicipality
may acquireproperty for apublic purpose;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Munitipa Council of the City of Jersey City
thai:

1 The following properties are needed for amunicipal public use, that is, an open space and
public park- Block 212, Lot M., Block 247, Lot 5GA, Block 280, L ot 50A, Block 117 5, Lot
50A, Block 354.1, Lot 50A, Block 389 1, 1ot 50, Block 415, Lots50 and 50.PL, and Block
446, Lot ISA, on lhe City of Jersey City's Official Tax Assessment Map and more
commonly knowncollectively as(heSixth Street Embankment; and

2 The Corporation Counsel of the City of Jersey City or his duly designated agent and the
BusinessA dmi ni stratorareauthorizedanddirectedtoundertak eany actionsandexecuteany
documents necessary or appropriate to acquire the property either by purchase 01
condemnationinaccordancewiththeEminentDomainActof 19H,KJ2LA _20.3-1 g1 5

3 TheCorporation<'oumcl ov theBusiness Administrator ate authorised and directed to solicit
propoS.il:, to engage: the services of suiveyuis, title uxsur since companies appraiser’) and airy
ofher profl-ssionnl;, who"e Cervices are necessary or appropriate to implement thr purpose*
of this ordinance

5000253



4, This Ordinance Shall take effect at the time and in the manner as provided by law.

' 5. The City Clerk and tKe Corporation CounseThe and they arc hereby authorized and directed
to change any chapter numbers, article numbers and section numbers in, the event that the
codification of this Ordinancereveals that there is a conflict between those numbers and the
existing code, iu order to avoid confiision and possible accidental repeaters of existing
provisions. .

[
NOTE: All materia is new; therefore, underHnjng has been omitted.
" For purposes of advertising only, new matter is indicated by bold face
and repealed matter by italic.
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OrdlnanceOlththyofJerseyClty N.J,

ORDINANCE NO. IIHEM___.__
TITLE, JTTKTl« £ JUN 08 2006 :
Ordinanceamending Ordinance 04-096 that authorizedthe City
of Jersey City to acquire by purchase or condemnation certain
property collectively known asthe Sixth Street Embankment to
inchide oneadditional property specifically Block 446, Lot
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" Resolution of the City of Jersey City, N.I.
Ciy Clerk Fife No__ 725, &¥-/8
Agenda No. FeZ. L,
Apperamd! MAR 2,4.m

FOR GREEN ACRES FUNDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF THE
PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD HARSIMUS STEM EMBANKMENT

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Green Acres Program ("
provides loans and/or graats to municipal and county governments and grants to nonprofit organizations
for assigance in the acquisition and development of lands for outdoor recreation and conservation

purposes; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jersey City desires to further the public interest by obtaining funding in die
amount of $3,1 10000 fiom die Stde to fund the acquisition of the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsmus Stem
Embankment, at acost of $3,1 10,0G0>;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Municipal Council of the City of Jersey City that
Mayor and /or die Business Administrator is hereby authorized to-
@ make application for such a loan and/or such a grant,
(b provide additiona application information and furnish such documents as may be
required, and
© act as the authorized correspondent of the City of Jersey City (applicant), arid

WHEREAS, the State shall determine if the application is complete and in ctrnformance with the scope
and intent of the Green Acres Program, and notify the applicant of the amount of (he funding award, and

WHEREAS, the applicant iswilling to use the State's funds m accordance with such rules, regulations
and applicable statutes, and is willing to enter into an agreement with the State for the above named
project;

gﬁ)w, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE Municipal Council of the City of Jersey
ity
1, That the Mayor and/or Business Administrator of the City of Jersey City is hereby authorized to
execute an agreement and any amendment theieto with the State known as the Acquisition uf the
PennsylvaniaRailroad Harsunus Stern Embankment;
2. That the applicant wiil have its matching share of the project, if amatch isrequired ,
1 That, m the event the Stale's funds are less than the total project cost specified above, the
applicant will have the balance of funding necessary to compl ete the project from futuie
applicationsto the Green Acres Program,;
4 That the applicant agrees tt> comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and
regulations in its performance of the project; and
5 That this resolution shall take efiect immediately
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Date Submitted to BA.

l. Full Title of Ordlaance/Resofaiico/Cooperatiem Agreement:
RESOLUTION OF THEMUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THECITY OF JERSEY CITY
AUTHORIZING THE SUBMTTTAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR GREEN ACRES FUNDING
FOR THE ACQUISITION OF THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD HARSMUS STEM
EMAAMKMENT

2. Name and Title of Person Initiating the Ordinance, Resolution, etc.:

—

Mark Munley, Director, Department of HBD& C

3. Concise Deription of ttoe Program, Project or Plan Proposed in the Ordinance/Resolution:

To apply to Green Acres for acquisition funds to purchase the 6* Street Embankment.
4, Reasons (Need) for the Proposed Program, Project, etc.:

The 6> Street Embankment isalandmark structurethat can be preserved for both its historic
value and its open space potential.

5. Anticipated Benefits to the Community;

The preservation of aunique asset, (hat aff ordsboth historical referencetothegreat railroading
past of Jersey City while maintai ning open space for future generations.

6. Cost of Proposed Program, Project, etc.:

$3,1 million of Green Aciesfunding Thismay take more than one funding round to assemble
(he needed funds-

7. Date Proposed Progr&m or Project will commence:
Immediately

8. Anticipated Completion Date: N/A

9. Person Responsible lor Coordinating Proposed Program, Project, c.:
Robert D Cotter, Director, City Planning 547-5050

10.  Additional Comments; None

1 Certify that alt the Facts Presented Herein are Accurate,

"m%g"( {.& MIJ_.:I_ —

2fufs

Date

artment Director Signature



Resolution of the City of Jersey City, NJ.

Ot/ Clek PleNo.  M&- o5:3%®
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RESQLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OP 4 —<HAl
GRANT AR FLICATION T THECOUNTY OF AUIRSON FOR,
OPENSPACEFUNDSTOACQUIRECONSOLIDATEDRAIL
PROPERTY KNOWNASTHEPENNSYLVANIARAKLROA»
HARSBMTUS STEM EMBANKMENT, OR S XTH STREET
EMBANKMENT

Council & sawhoale, offered and moved adoption of the following resol ution:

WHEREAS, (lie City of /eragy City desires to acquire certain Property from Consolidated Rail for use as
open gpace and to evetitudly congruct apublic park thereon, which purposes are valid puhUc purposes; and

WKEREAS, by adoption of Ordinance 04-096 by the Municipal Council on September 8, 2004, the City
of Jersey City authorized the acquisition of property designated as Block 2 12, Lot M; Block 247, Lot 50A;
Block 280, Urt 50A; Block 3175, Lot SOA; Block 354. 1, Lot 50A; Block 389. 1, Lot 50; Block 415, Lots 50
and 50, PL on the City of Jersey City's Official Tax Assessment map and more commonly known at the Sixth
Street Embankment [Property] 01 the Pennsylvania Railroad Hars mus Stem Embankment [PropertyJ; and

WHEREAS, the Ctly of Jersey City added Bluck 445, Lot 1SA to this list of property to be acquired in
Ordinance 05-064, introduced on May 18, 2005; and

WHEREAS, the City has declared that the Site is in need of Redevelopment and is assembling funding to
acquirethe site; and

WHEREAS, acquisition of the site conformsto findings, recommendationsand priorities of tfaeNew Jersey
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recregtion Plan, die Hew Jersey Stale Development and Redevel opment
Plan, the statewide goals that are consistent with the Garden State Preservation Trust Act and Historic
Preservation Office, as well as the Hudson County Master Pbn and Hudson County Open Space and
Recrestion Plan; and

WHEREAS, the siteis closeto population centers, isaccessble by public transportation, isaccessible by
walking andbicycling, and creates public access wherenone exists or where existing accessis undevel oped
or regtricted-; attd

WHEREAS, dite acquisition and development as park and gteenway will benefit a broad population
segment- local, regiona, statewide, and interstate; and

WHEREAS, the project will add approximately six acres of open pace to the City, which has arecognised
deficit in open space, whileproviding theNational Historic District of Harsimus Covewith apark, and

WHEREAS, acquisition of the property will protect critical wiMUfe habitat and advance the preservation
of awildlife corridor from the Hudson to the Hackem'ack; and

WHKREAS, theproject will provide an integral walking frail and btkeway link in an existing and proposed
county, regiond, stetewide, and uuastate grecaway (the East Coast Qreeaway), and

WHEREAS, the project will seive individuals with physical and developmental challenges by providing
safe routes for bicycling and walking and wheelchair transit, thereby fulfilling the requirements of The
Americanswith Disabilities Act (ADA); and

WHEREAS, theprojectwiU contributetobeltervisual and physical accesstotheHudson River waterfront
fcom fiie interior of the Downtown; mvl



Continuation ot Resolution |, e Fg.4 :
City Cte* FiteNo  fog. 05-399
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A GRAJST APPLICATION TO THE
COUMTOFHimMSONFOROPS "SPA CEFUMJSTOA CQUIRECONSOL IDATEDRAIL
PROPERTY KNOWN AS THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD HAKSIMUS STEM
EMBANKMENT, ORSXTHSTREET EMBANKMENT

WHEREAS, the acquisition of this Ste preserves and enhances historic/Mcheolo™ca resources and
provides environmental ami/or historic interpretive opportunities. mid

WHEREAS, dais steis a multiple-use project (habitat, passive recreation, non-motorized transportation,
and histocic aad scenic preservation); and

"WHEREAS, the steisin tte rapidly developing Downtown area, and

WHEREAS, Che Embaaionent project enjoyswide and deep support from, dected officials at every leve
of government andfrom, local and regiond citizensorganizations, from themunicipal and/or county planning
board, park agencies, recrestiondepartments, environmental commissions, user groupsandthe genera public;
and isamodel of citizen volunteer and government cooperation; aad

WHEREAS, die City of Jersey City has secured State of New Jersey Great Acres funds and will provide
aloca match.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT KJESGLVED that the Nfunicipal Council of the City of Jersey City
endorses the City of Jersey City"® application Tor Hudson County Open Space Trust Funds for acquisition of
the PennsylvaniaRailroad Harsirnus Stem Embankment Property,
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c.montange

From: <Moherl@aol,com>

To: <c.montange@verizon.net>

Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2006 2:07 PM

Subject:  Jersey City -- Petition for a Declaratory Order, STB Finance Docket 34818
Ra:

Jersey City -- Petition for a-DecIaratory Order, STB Finance Docket 34818
Funds Available for Harsimus Embankment Acquisition

Dear Mr. Montange,

| am writing this email to confirm that, to the best of my knowledge, the City of
Jersey City has $1,6 million in State of New Jersey Green Acres grants that were
assembled to acquire the Harsimus Branch Embankment property, Jersey City.

In addition, Congressman Robert Menendez sponsored a $1.6 million earmark in
the federal SAFETEA-LU transportation bill for the Embankment project. This bill
was passed by Congress in July 2005,

The Embankment Preservation Coalition was instrumental in helping to raise these
funds for Embankment acquisition for public use.

Sincerely,
Maureen Crowley, Coordinator

Embankment Preservation Coalition
201-963-0232
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BEFCRE THE SURFACE TRANSPCORTATI ON BOARD

Fi nance Docket No. 34818

Gty of Jersey Aty,
Rails to Trails Conservancy,
Pennsyl vania Railroad Harsinns Stem
Enbanknment Preservation Coalition,
and NJ State Assenbl yman Louis M Manzo, petitioners ==
Petition for a Declaratory Oder

VERI FI ED STATEMENT COF
ELI ZABETH BRCODY

|, Eliaabeth Brody, meke this Verified Statement in

support of the Petition for a Declaratory Oder filed by

petitioners Gty of Jersey Gty, et al., in the above-captioned
pr oceedi ng.
1. | aman attorney licensed to practice lawin the State of New

Jersey, and ama nenber of the board of trustees of the East

Coast G eenway Aliance (EC&A.

2. The ECGA is a national nenbershi p organi zati on, i ncorporated
in New York State and with national headquarters in Rhode Is]and,
that coordi nates efforts to establish a 2800-mle bicycling and
pedestrian trail fiorn Calais, Miine, to Key West, Florida. ECA
sets the vision for this trail. It dcfJdnes trail criterial-

provi des coordi nati on anong the many agencies that will own,

devel op, and nanage trail segnments; and encourages the public to
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use the trail. The Aliance board designates new sections of
trail

3. The EGCGA has hel ped to organize state chapters {commttees) to
put the trail on the public agenda. The ECGA and these state
coommttees have enabled local trail supporters to garner needed
funding, including federal transportation funding that is the
primary resource for designing and constructing the trail

4. | served as Chair of the NJ Conmttee for the East Coast

G eenway for three years, fromJanuary 2003 through 2005
Starting with a working group of 40, this organization has grown
to over 450 nmenbers living throughout the state of New Jersey.
The NJ Committee partners wit h over five dozen national,
regional, and local civic organizations and gover nnent agenci es
to pronote increased pedestrian and bicycl e use,

5. In New Jersey, the East Coast G eenway is 52 percent conplete.
The mmj or part' of the existing route |inks Trenton and New
Brunsw ck.

6. Beginning in February 2003, The NJ Commttee, the ECEA and

t he New Jersey Departnent of Transportation (NJDGI) coll aborated
on a two-year-long Northern Jersey Route Location Study to
determ ne an East Coast Greenway route through this densely

popul ated area. Qur primary goal was to provide the two | argest
cities in the state—Newark and Jersey City—wi th access to this

tiail, which is often called the urban equivalent of the



Appal achian Trail.
1, Th<= stud*/, sponsored bv thettJYJQ and conducted bv TVi & ¥BE
G oup, a planning and engineering firm identified a route
through Jersey Gty that used out-of use rail lines that would
enabl e safe, off-road passage through the traffic-laden hi ghways
uud "V-raots of this heavily devel oped ar ea.
8. The termnal segnent of this route in New Jersey is the

Har si nus Branch Enbanknent and its Sixth Street extension, which
enabl es west-east access to the Hudson River waterfront and fercy
service to New York City, .
9. The Harsinus Branch segnent is not only essential to the East
Coast Greenway route Ln New_Jersey but will also provide users
with unparalleled access to two National Hstoric Districts and
the | andmarks they contain. The Enbankment is a state, national -
eligible, and municipal landmark in its own right.

10. Al 27 nunicipalities and six counties traversed by the East

Coast Greenway in New Jersey have passed resol utions of support

" endorsing the route.

Pursuant to 28 US C 8§ 1746, | declare and verify under
penalty of perjury under the | aws ot the United States of America
that the foregoing is true and correct.

: mﬁ&?

El'l zabet R Br ody

Executed on March 6, 2006.

3
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BEFCRE THE SURFACE TRENEKT | FII'A"I'IQ\IBOARD-I
filnance Docket Nb. 34818I
aty of Jerse th,'
Rails' to Trails (onservancy, -
Pennsyl vania Railroad Harsinus™ Stem
o  Enbanknent Preservation Goalition,

and NJ Sate Assenbl ynan Louis H. Mnzo etltloners --
Petition for a Declaratory O

VER H ED STATEMENT CF - )
STEPI—EI\II\/ARKS '

I, STEPI—EI\II\/ARKS nake this Verified Satenent in support

of the Petition for a Declaratory Gder filed by petitioners Gty
df Jersey Aty, et al./ inthe above-capti ori ed proceedi ng,

1. I, Sephen Marks, amthe Ovision chief of the Hidson
Qounty Ovision of Hanning. | ama certified planner and
menber of the Arerican Institute of Certified P anners (A GoJ.

| amalso licensed as a "Professional P anner" by the State of

New Jer sey.

2. The Hudson Gounty Board of Chosen Freehol ders, as the
gover ni ng body of the Cbuhty of Hudson, duly adopted the -
Hidson Gounty (pen Space, Recreation and Hstoric Preservation
Flan by way of resol ution no. 118-3-2Q05, on March 24, 200S,

3. The EnbanJcrent property is identifiedinthe Hidson Gounty



FROM - HDBON GOUNTY PUNVNG wN) W20 7957856 nar. 07 2006 0&28R P3

‘pen Space, Recreation and Hstoric Preservation Plan a$ one
, Of 16I.acqui sition priorities for t he Gounty. » Its acqui sition
by the dty of Jersey dty and devel opnent as a linear park
and greenV\ay wth Ilght rail potential -is V\h0| | y consi stent

with I—Udspn County's goals. .

4. "The' Hudson Qounty Bdard of Chqéen_ Fr_eehol ders, as the
governi ng body of the Munty of I—Udson, “endor sed t.he East
Qast G eenvay Northern Hew Jersey Rout e Locati on £tudy by way
of resol ution no. 257-6-2004 on June 2004. -

I5. The East (oast G eenway Northern New Jersey Route Location
Study identified the Enbankrmnt as part 6f t he proposed rout e
through Hidson Gounty. The East Qoast Geenvay is a national
initiative, recognized by Qngress, to create an urban trail
fromMaine to Horida, through 24 US cities.

Pursuant to 2S US C 174%, | declare and verify under
penal ty of perjury under the Iawsypf -the United States of Anmerica
that the foregmimy i@ true and conrect*

Execut ed on §6f7gTO6

Stephin D. Marka
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HUDSON COtKTY PLfINMING

m—.———_

Acquisition

Encourage municipalities to prepare
inventories of publicly owned *
properties to consider the use of
such properties for open space or
recreation facilities
Create list of county acqwsmon
priorities

encourage municipalities to prepare
a list of municipal acquisition
priorities- '
Utilize the recently passed Parks
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund to begin
acquisition activities

Partner with local municipalities,
adjacent counties, New Jersey
Meadowlands Commission, state
agencies and private non-profit"
conservation groups for joint
acquisition of Open Space to
leverage available funding

Cfrtlcal ResourcePresstvatione

Identtfyremaming critical resources
Suggest critical resource protection
ordinances for municipalities
Pursue acquisition of remaining
critical resource areas

Re-evaluate any county capital
program in critical resource areas
Pursue co-operative resource
protection wfth municipalities,
adjacent counties, New Jersey ¢
Meadowlands Commission, the state,
federal agencies and private non-
profit conservation groups

Wewsfteds

Ensure completion of riverfront
walkways

MNar. 07 2006 06: 29PM F5

Protect visual resources of the
"Palisades" and Jong range harbor
viewsheds -
Ensure that new development
provides public access to waterfront
areas, recreational facilities and
openspace

Network links

Provide for scenic walkways

and bikeways along the Hudson,
Hackensack and Passaic River
waterfronts

Provide way finding S|gna"e to
nearby parks and recreation facilities
Improve signage on bikeways
throughout the county

Create more East/West connections
to link the waterfront areas
Maximize access to cultural and
historic facilities through public
transportation and pedestrian
walkway improvements

Actively participate in the 'East
Coast Greenway' and 'Liberty to
Water Gap trail' initiatives
Complete proposed walkways and
bikeways identified on the County
Green Map '

-
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and recreational activities within the county ~ Liberty-Water Gap Trail
that residents can easily access. ' '
. ' Theliberty-Water Gap Trail is a 156-mile
route that, like the East Coast Greenway,
stitches together established smaller trails
to create a route that begins in Liberty. '
State Park and ends at the'Delaware Water
Gap. lItis an Initiative that is lead by
National Trails Program and has not be
officially endorsed by State officials. The
proposed- route though Hudson County
exclusively stays within Jersey City and the
majority of it currently is recognized as
an existing walkway in Jersey City on the
County's Green Map.

= ey 10 " L L

Cast Coast Greenway Hudson County should work to ensure

i that this trail is recognized as an existing
The East Coast Greenway is a proposed walkway within the County and be
trail system that runs from Florida to . promoted. The County should also ensure
Maine. The vision of the for the Gree.nway that the trail makes connections to other
is to be "the nation's first long-distance, trail in-itiatives and open space within the
city-to-city, multi-modal transportation County to enhance and expand recreational
corridor for cyclists, hikers, and other no- opportunities for residents. :

motorized users." The goal is to connect-
existing and planned trails that are locally
owned and managed to eventually form one L
continuous route. ' ; By Nt tvim i HBUSB L ogsOon Sy
S Ty — ]
It is planned that 80% of the route will be e ﬁ;ﬁ&ﬂ%ﬁ
off-road serving cyclists, hikers, skaters, ' 'Q,_
equestrians, individuals in wheelchairs -ih‘;
and other non-motorized users. Presently,
there is a national non-profit, the East-,
Coast Greenway Alliance, that is leading the
initiative and there is a state committee for
New Jersey, A route is being investigated
through Hudson County and the study area
includes Harrison, Kearney, Secaucus and
g Jersey City crossing from west to east.
The County should work with the existing
state committee to help develop the most
beneficial route taking into account all the
other trail initiatives and existing trails
within the County

: b e
#ia 2%
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Sits

Kearny Point south
Former PJP landfill

6th Street Embankment
R;eservoir No, 3

Eno-s Jones Park North
Mori Tract

. North 40 Park

Perisi Site

© ' ® N o gk W o h

Passaic Riverbank Park

10 Newark Industrial Track

11. Boonton Line

12 Little Snake Hill

13. Vitamin Factory, waterfront

14. 1600 Park Avenue
15 Municipal Pool
16 18th Street

FitX NO. :12017957856

Lacatiss.

Kearny
Jersey City Westside

Jeréey City Downtown
Jersey City Heights

Jersey City Downtown
Secaucus/Harmon Meadow
Bayonne

North Bergen waterfront

Kearny

a. East Newar,k .
b.'Harrison

c. Kearny

a. Jersey City

b. Kearny

c. Secaucus
Secaucus/Laurel Hill
Guttenberg
Hoboken/Weehawken

North Bergen

Weehawhen/ Hoboken

Mar. 87 2006 06:30R1 P7
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Estimated Acreage,

12 acres
57 acres
8 acres
14 acres
18 acres
75 acres,
32 acres
7 acres

| acre

3 acres
5 acres
17 acres
7 acres .
26 acres
7 acres
59 acres
| acre
2,5 acres
14 acres

2.5 acres

[] —




BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOU>ERS Cﬁ
COWTY OF HUDSON '

RESOLUTION

No, HO0-3-20Q3 On Motion of Fresholder 1
Seconded by Frecholder Ldagde

ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATION AND ACTION
OF THE'HUDSON COUNTY PLANNING BOARD
BY ADOPTING THE
"OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLAN - MARCH, 2005
ASAN ELEMENT AND PART OF THE
HUDSON COUNT* MASTER PLAN -

e  WHEREAS, the "Hudson County Master Plag” was duly adopted by resolutions
of both the County Planning Board and this Board of Chosen Freeholders in March of
2002; and

WHEREAS, since that time, and pursuant to P.L. 1997, Ch. 24, the County of
Hudson, by way of actions undertakenrby the governing body as supported by voter
referendum, an open space recregtion jjind conservation program was established; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Open Space and Recregtion Plan Guiddines as
promulgated by theNew Jersey Department of Environmental Protection's Green Acres
Program* the Hudson County Open Space Advisory Board after due public notice and
participation, has crested a document identified as the "OPEN SPACE RECREATION
PLAN- HUDSON COUNTY, MARCH, 2005" and

WHEREAS. sad document is on file with the Clerk of this Board and available
for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, &s its public meeting of March, 16, 2005, the Hudson County
Planning Board voted without exception to accept said Plan and to make it part of and
an element of fee Hudson County Magter Plan, and

WHEREAS, this Board has reviewed the "Open Space and Recreation Plan”
adopted by the PlanningBoard, and by thisResol ution adoptsthe plan and makesiit part
of the Magter Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Chosen Freeholders
of the County of Hudson, that.

1. The above recitas are incorporated herein as though fully s forth a
kngth,

2. This Board accepts the recommendation and action of the Hudson County
Planning Board and adopts the "Open Spece and Recreation Plan- March,
2005" as it is now on file with the Clerk of this Board, and amends the
Master Plan to include said " Open Space an Recreation Plan” as an
element and part of the Hudson County Master Plan.

Fi HabSiZd 2007 tf “aPM oL FBEE M A e e




3. - AcertjfiedcopyoftfaisresoluUonshaUbeseatbytheCierkofthisBoard
to the Hudson County Planning Board aad to the Hudson County Open
SpaceAdw sory Board. -

4. This Resolution shal take effect immediately.

¥ && at K,...H...'.M_
x x L
. L Faf
A X
Pl | A s |
» i

Itis hereby certified that at aregular meeting of the Board of Freeholders of the
County of Hudson held oo the™day of ?TIo™-A,D. 2005, the foregoing resolution
was adopted witl |9nembcrs voting in thfe affirmative and O in the negative

, Clerk
TOIJEGALFOIIM
I!’-
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SON COUNTY COUNSEL
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BEFCRE THE SURFACE TRANSPCRTATI ON BOARD

Fi nance Docket No. 34818

Gty of Jersey Qdty,
Rails to Trails Gonservancy,
Pennsyl vania Railroad Harsi nus Stem
Enbankrment Preservation GCoalition,
and New Jersey State Assenbl ynan Louis M Minzo --
Petition for a Declaratory QO der

DECLARATI ON CF GRECCRY J.  QGCRRADO

I, Gegory J. Corrado, mnake this Declaration, pursuant to 28

USC g 1746, in support of .the (pening Statenent filed by
petitioners Aty of Jersey Aty, et al. in this proceeding.

1. | amthe Assistant Business Admnistrator for the Aty
of Jersey Aty and 1 have been assigned by the Business
Adm nistrator to represent the admnistrationinthe Qty's efforts
to acquire and devel op a public park and an extensi on of New Jersey
Transit Light Rail on the Harsinmus Branch (known locally as the
Sixth Street Enbanknent Project). In addition, the park woul d be
added to the East Goast G eenway. This exciting project has been
gestating for several years, enjoys strong comunity support, and
is endorsed by Mayor Healy and the Jersey Gty Minicipal GCouncil.
In fact, prior to his election as Mayor, then Counci | man-at-Large
Healy, voted for the ordinance authorizing the administration to
acquire the Sixth Street Enbanknent properties through em nent
domai n.

2. As part of the project, the Gty retained an engi neering
firmw th extensive park devel opnent experience (T8M Associ ates of
M ddl etown, New Jersey) to create an initial park plan and to
determ ne the associ ated construction costs. Wrking closely with
the highly-organized local comunity group, the Sixth Street
Enbanknent Coalition, the Gty has devel oped a prelimnary program
Because the Gty cannot control the decision of New Jersey Transit
regarding the Light Rail extension, the initial phase of the park
does not include the Light Rail elenent.

3. The park programcalls for the construction of bridges to
reconnect the enbanknent, wth ranps at each end of the park
descending to street grade. The bridges and wal kways are desi gned

to accommobdate the load and width of emergency nedical and



mai nt enance vehicles. Landscaping will replicate the wld habitat
look that the enbanknent currently has. The park would create a
green path for bicyclists, runners, and strollers to journey from
Jersey Aty's central nei ghborhoods to the Hudson R ver watertront,
including the Hidson R ver wal kway. Scattered benches and urban
architectural overlooks w |l provide passive recreation,

4. The proposed New Jersey Transit Light Rail extension on
the Sxth Street Enbankment will a) connect the current systemwith
Jersey dty's central neighborhoods; b) offer nmore Park and R de
wportunm es for northern New Jersey residents who commte to New
ork Gty or the Jersey Gty waterfront; and c) provide service
north to the New Jersey Meadow ands and Xanadu through the Bergen
Arches, The enbanknent used to carry seven tracks when it operated
as a railroad;, plenty of roomfor the Light Rail to coexist wth
the park. In fact, passengers on the Light Rail would enjoy the
park as they traversed it. The Mayor's Chief of Staff, Carl
Csaplicki, is working with Jersey Aty's congressional delegation
to identify federal transportation funds for the extension (the
current Light Rail was constructed with federal funds).

5. The Aty has successfully applied and recei ved commtments
fromseveral grant/|oan sources for the acqui sition and devel opnent
of this project. The grant sources are: a)the New Jersey Geen
Acres Program (two awards of $800,000 each); b)the |ocal Baykeeper
Program ($500,000); and c) the New Jersey Meadow ands Comm ssion
($1 mllion). In addition, during a neeting with NJ Geen Acres
Drector John Hynn, the Oty was told that an application for
suppl enental funding under NJ. A C 7:36-9.3 woul d be supported by
t he agency , Beyond grant sources, the Aty has coomtted its own
funds to the project both in the current Capital Inprovenent Plan
($750,000) and in the Q(pen Space Fund ($800, 000).

Pursuant to 28 US C 8 1746, | declare and verify under

penalt)(I of perjury under the laws of the United States of Arerica
that the foregoing is true and correct.

Execut ed on?/&/ o6 - Q’bﬁ
< '“:'M«V'—‘r.f(_}
7 7

Exhibit A
Exhi bit B:

Prelimnary Park Design
Prelimnary Cost Esti mates
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Pennsylvania Railroad Har ssmus Stem Embankment Botanical and Animal Survey
by Nancy Sowik, Director/Naturalist,
Greenbrook Sanctuary, Palisades Park System

Description of Sitee Easternmost Block of Embankment, First Site Visit, April 10,
2002

This old field-meadow has anice mix of native grasses and herbs that are beneficia to
wildlife. However, the alien species need to be removed in the near future or at least
controlled, since they will take over this habitat if |eft unmanaged. While visiting the Site
we observed severa birds and insects utilizing the field.

As open space declines, preservation of these areas becomes a high priority, particularly
in densely populated counties such as Hudson. The location along the waterway makes
this site even more valuable as a stopover for migratory bird and insect life. Open
meadow-old fields have become rare in this area as farmland and vacant lots give way to
development. This open space offers aunique opportunity to create and maintain an old
field-meadow habitat enhanced with abuffer planting of native shrubs and trees along the
perimeter, that can provide fruits and seed for migratory birds as well as nectaring plants
formigratingbutterflies.

List of Botanical Species Observed on Four Site Visits During 2002-2003

Species Common Name Growth Form Date
Observed
Ailanthus aitissima Ailanthus* Tree 4/10/02
Andropogon virginicus Broom-sedge Grass 4/10/02
Apocyancum spp. Dogbane WF 6/25/03
Artemesia vulgaris Mugwort* WF 4/10/02
Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed WF 5/22/02
Aster pilosus Heath Aster WF 11/12/03
Capsetla bursa-pastoris  Shepherd's Purse* WF 5/22/03
Catalpa bignonioides Southern Catalpa Tree 6/25/03
Daucus carota Queen Anne's Lace” WF 4/10/02
6/25/03
Erigeron spp. Daisy Fleabane WF 5/22/02
6/25/03
Eupatorium hyssopifolium Hyssop-leaved Boneset WF 11/12/03
Eupatorium serotinum Late-flowering Boneset ~ WF 11/12/0
Euthamia graminifolia Grass-leaved Goldenrod WF 11/12/03
Hieracium florentinum Smooth Hawkweed* WF 5/22/02
6/25/03
Hypochocris radiata Cat's Ear WF 6/25/03
Linaria Canadensis Blue Toad Flax WF 5/22/02
6/25/03

Medicago lupulina Black Medick* WF 5/22/02



Melilotus alba White Sweet Clover* WF
Melilotus officinalis Yellow Sweet Clover* WF
Oenothera biennis Evening Primrose WF
Panicum virgatum Switchgrass Grass
Plantago lanceolata English Plantain* WF
Polygonatum cuspidatum Japanese Knotweed* WF
Prunus virginiana Chokecherry Tree
Pyrusspp, Pear* Tree
Quercus palustris Pin Oak Tree
Solidago juncea Eariy Goldenrod WF
Solidago rugosa Rough-stemmed Goldenrod WF
Sonchus spp. Sow-thistle WF
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort WF
Trifolium pratense Red Clover* WF
Trifolium repens White clover WF
British Soldier Lichen Lichen
Birds
Northern Mockingbird4/10/02, 5/22/02
Black-capped Chickadee 4/10/02
Eastern Phoebe 4/10/02
Rock Dove4/10/02

European Starling 4/10/02

Barn Swallow 5/22/02

TreeSwallow 5/22/02

Gray Catbird 5/22/02

Chimney Swift 5/22/02

Common Y ellowthroat Warbler 5/22/02

I nsects

Dragonfly 4/10/02 :
AnglewingButterfly (didn'tgetwhich species) 4/10/02, 5/22/02
Preying M antisegg case4/10/02

6/25/03
5/22/03
6/25/03
6/25/03
4/10/02
5/22/03
4/10/02
5/22/03
4/10/02
5/22/03
11/12/03
11/12/03
5/22/02
5/22/03
6/25/03
5/22/02
6/25/03
11/12/03
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BEFORB THE SURFACE TIUNSPORTATION BOARD
Consolidated Rail Corporation - Abandonment

=BMBANKMBNT Exemption - io Hudson County, NJ

~PRESERVATWN AB 167 (S(riwia |} ggx) and reaed proceajl ngs.

COAL.IT1IQN

On Behdf of City of Jersey City, Embankment
Presarvation Codition, and Rallsto Trails Conservancy

Verified Statement of
Richard James

In 1998-91 researched and wrote the State/National Register of Historic Places nomination
for the Harsmws Branch Embankment, 1 was ableto build Upon a foundation of scholarship
describing and assessing the four National-Register-listed higtoric digtricts that make up a
near-contiguous "historic Downtown Jersey City." Two of these digtricts are divided and
structured by the embankment, which runs between them, t have confined my remarksto the
most direct adverse effects that the embankment's destruction would have upon these two
districts. Much of what 1 haveto say, especidly concerning the negative impact of high-rise
congruction »t the center of the historic core of Downtown Jersey City, dso appliesto the
southern didricts Van Vorst Park and Paulus Hook.  Given the time frame imposed upon us,
these remarks are of necessity cursory, and are not offered as the sort of comprehensive
analysis required under the National Historic Preservation Act.

The practicd effect of the granting of any sort of "expedited” federd abandonment approval
to Conrail for the section of the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Branch containing the
Harsimus Embankment will be either:

1) The physica obliteration of the entire embankment

2) The conversion (and dteration) of the embankment into aplinth for a series of
residential towers

Either dternative would hove a clearly deleterious impact upon this historic resource, which
isalocal landmark that is dso listed on the State Register of Historic Places and eligible for
the Nationa Register of Historic Places (owner objection).

Slightly less obvious, perhaps, isthe impact the requested federal action would have upon
two contiguous loca, state, and nationa historic districts (Harsimus Cove, NR, 1987,
Hamilton Park, NR, J979). It should be noted that the Harsimus Embankment formsthe
northern boundary of the Harsimus Cove National Historic Digtrict and the de facto southern
boundary of the Hamilton Park National Historic District

The former Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus devated freight line has been m existence since
the early 1870s Uselevation isan early and significant example of the capacity of adjacent
residential communitiestoretail* amodicum of control over their physical environment
Followingthe Civil War, thenational trunk rail lines achieved near total control of the west
bank of the Hudson River facing Manhattan Idand. The nascent neighborhoods,

embankment °rg



EMBANKMENT

PRESERVATION

COALITION

cut off from the River and traversed by the various "roods” lived in an uneasy equilibrium
with the national transportation grid. Along with the noise and danger from locomotives
moving at grade came the yard, warehouse, and industrial jobs associated with the railroads.
The Harsmus freight line was the firgt rail line to be elevated above grade-this the resuh of a
long political straggle waged at the Sate and locd levels. The Erie and Pennsylvania
pasenger lines would later be elevated. These devations structured, and, to a degree, created
" Downtown Jersey City's digtinctive "historic" neighborhoods—hence, "Hamilton Park" and
"HawirausCove."

The precipitous decline of the rail-based economy posed a direct threat to these adjacent
resdential sections By 1970, widespread federally funded and asssed demolition of entire
declining neighborhoods was a red possibility However, the intrinsic aesthetic and
economic value of such a remarkably intact assemblage of historic buildings and sreet$capes
was recognized. Thus began a remarkable re-ascent of neighborhoods that had been thought
moribund. Hamilton Park was placed on die National Regigter in 1979 (with later

extensons), and Harsimus Cove in 1987. A trickle of retoration and adaptive re-use projects
became a steady stream, with al work under thejurisdiction of the locd Historic
Preservation Commission Investment projects benefited heavily from federa "historic” tax
credits, with work performed subject to the gpprova of the State Higtoric Preservation Office
(and NPS.) Today, Hamilton Park and Harsmus Cove are among the most desirable

urban residential addresses in New Jarsey, if riot the entire New Y ork metropolitan region.
Indeed, the most common complaint heard about the historic districts, with townhouse prices
approaching or exceeding SI million, isprobably that the area has become unarTordable fbr
mog people,

Of course, with great "red edate’ success comes the rush of property developers seeking to
capitalize on this success Gfteo their proposas threaten the very qualities that produced the

success.

Harsimus Cove and Hamilton Park are both mid- to late-19th-century residential digtricts;
architectural stylerangesfrom Greek Revival and Italianate to Queen Anneand Classica
Revival. The paradigmatic building within either digtrict is an attached two- or three-story
row house with prominent soop gnd cornice Mogt are red brick, some are frame Thereisan
admixture of four- and five gory "Hats' and tenements, aswell as small warehouses and
factories (many of which have been converted to living lofts). There are an inordinate
number of churches. Additionally, the Embankment, at its western end, fronts both the St
Anthony of Padua complex (& largsry Polish-speaking ministry), placed individualy on

the State Register/National Register in 2003/2004, and the Holy Rosary Complex (the oldest
Italian-American parish inthe State of New Jersey), which ismost probably National -
Rcgider-digible. Inshort, thehistoricresidential communiti esadjacent to the Harstmus
Embankment are predominantly low-rise, made of brick and wood, often with "brownstone"
stoops and decorative el ements, formal entry doors and wooden double-hung windows. In
most cases, the design of the individual facade is subordinate to me design of the row or



EMBANKMENT
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COALITION

ensesoble. This character has been maintained by owners who cherish the ambiance, and re-
enforced by loca and state/federal controls and incentives.

At minimum, the federal mil abandonment sought by Conrail ought not to contravene
established federal protection of Hamilton Park, Harssmus Cove, and St. Anthony of Padua
(as well as other properties within the proposed action's area of potentid effect, which are die
applfcaai'ft duty to identity). 1 am aware of two aternative consequences of what would be
aquick, "retroactive validation" of Conrail's sale of the Haramus Branch right-of-way to a
private property developer. Thefirst isthe totgj demolition of the embankment. Thiswould,
quite smply, obliterate the boundary that structures the two historic digtricts, and would
remove any trace of therail history integrd to the districts. The second option isthe
congtruction of a series of residential towers upon atered embankment segments. These
towerswould be wildly out of scle with their surrounding low-rise, historic neighborhoods.
The shadowing and downdrafts alone would severely compromise the districts, not to
mention the impact of pile-driving upon adjacent fragile historic buildings in asoil known for
itshigh water table. The added traffic flow from these towers would significantly ater what
remains a "small town" took and fcel within the historic digtricts. Either of these aternatives
would be extremely adverseto the character of the adjacent historic districts and landmarks.

Thai Conrail has been able to unilaterally exempt itself from federal control and commence
demoalition of the Harsimus embankment is deeply troubling to those of uswho have
advocated & e federa "landmarking” of our historic neighborhoods. There exigts a plan,
supported by the City of Jersey City, that would retainthe Harsimus embankment

and provide rt with ause remarkably like itsoriginal: pedestrian/bicycle/Ughi-rail corridor
and public open space This plan would enhance the adjacent higtoric districts. The Surface
Transportation Board should, consistent with federal law and policy, alwaysinsist that

any applicant's petition be subjected to meaningful historicreview, 1 would further suggest
that, given the import and proximity of the resource to the hitoric residential neighborhood
to wfhi I(I:h it is integral, that the "historic* component of your review be conducted most
carefully.

Pursuantto26U.se. 1746, 1 declare and verify under penalty of perjury under tne laws of
the United States or America that the foregoing is true and correct

Executed on March 28, 2008

K___‘___}, Richard James
49 Booream Ave
Jersey Crty, NJ 07307

embaoKment wg
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UNHTDSTATLSDEPARTMEM OF 1 HL INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FOB NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED \. - ,
>NAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES _ -

INVENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
AN TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

RNAME

__Jlam |l tonPark H storic D strict
AND/OR COMMON _—

same as above.

LOCATION I rreQuli ar pattern at 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th Streets and
STREET*.NUMBER Brunswick, Monmouth, Coles, Hamilton Place and Erie

Streets ..NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Jersey City —— VICINITY OF 14
STATE CODE COUNTY ! CODE
New Jersey 34 Hudson (014

1 cLAssIFICATION - T

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP - STATUS ' ~ PRESENT USE
ADISTRICT _PuUBUC -XOCCUP1ED . © __AGRICUtTURG —MUSEUM
~  __BUILOING(SI _PRtVATE e -XUNQCCUPIED " J5COMMERCIAL 3L.PARK
-~STRUCTURE K.80TH XWORK IN PROGRESS - .EDUCATIONAL . "PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE, ,. , PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT X.REIJGIOUS
_ QEUECT i _IN PROCESS o ™YES RESTRICTED . ~GOVERNMENT __.SCIENT1RC
' ~ _"BEING CONSIDERED AEYES UNRESTBICTED —INDUSTRIAL ' TRANSPORTATION
) —NO T ™ MtUTARY __OTHER.

IH OWNER OF PROPERTY - s i o

NAME Multiple Oanership '

See Attachment ~> Inventory of Properties in Hamlton Park Dist..
STREI.ET& NUMBER

r

CITY.TOWN - STATE
) . = VICINITY OF
E(LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION '
COURTHOUSE. T . .

REGISTRY or DEEDSETC  Hudson County Administration Building
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Architecturally, the Hamilton Park District derives its greatest interest from' < %A
the intact continuity of the row houses along its various streets. tatA
- %
£ -q
Starting with Sixth Street, along the southern boundary of the district and | -~ -
west of Grove Street, we encounter a series of turn-of-the-century,, small scale ™7=.
apartnent houses -sinpiy’ detailed In ;red4 brick; .wlth”stone® silla* lintels, watep tablgp-_ =
and low entrance stoops. Intermttently, there are groups .o* tw., £o.ur or six town -77 .
houses, all of them In the> Victoriao vernacul ar and nos*t of thembuilt ~during the ; B
period inmedi ately prior to and inmediately post Qvil Vér. -, b, c e - _;_-;- -
L
B

a7
it

ne of the nore distinguished buildings a-Xng Sxth. Street is the late 1800 s
firehouse at 278 Sxth Street. Athough snall in scale it displays admrable pro-
portions of nonuaentality in its facade of buff colored brick with |inestone and
copper ornamnent ati on.

aﬁh’

o
¥

o dn — il s mmlha e e

"--'-h"-.'h';;-_
Moving one block north to Seventh Street, the block between Gove and Erie was Jgt",
partially developed with snall scale apartment houses in the late 1800s, Sone of ..M""s
the other townhouses in this block are of a nuch earlier date, notably the taodest N
wood frane houses at nunbers 122 and 124 Erie Street and at 214 through 220 1/2 Sevefcé&l-
Street. Judging by their profiles, it can be assumed that they were built sonetine*-;".
between 1820 and 1840. Sone original details remain, but most of the facades have hiie
clad in inappropriate new naterial s. : T

Fibd

o ]

. N L,

Continuing west on Seventh Street one finds, between Erie and Jersey Avenues, I’;Hﬁ

a series of townhousas that were built in tw's aod three's. .-Mst 0f those.on the "E;;";
south-side of-the block were built before 1873, .in. the Victorian .vernacular, those.-"
on the north side were built after 1873, in the late Victorian vernacul ar and usual | ~r °

on u grander scale and with richer detailing. , 1S

-

Seventh Street between Jersey Avenue and Coles Street has sonewhat nore nodest °\F
townhouses along its south side, Aso in the Victorian vernacular, they were built e«
during the period just before the Gvil War and up to 1873. A series of sem-attachl*
houses of the sane period runs along the north side of this block. They were vastly"
altered early in this century by the addition of enclosed porches.

ar -y

—rrle k-

Uohy

e bl ock north along Eighth Street, agai n-noving west- fromGove the bl ock- ;'
between Gove and Erie Streets is almost intact with both sides of the street |ined
with continuous row houses of red brick with cast iron lintels, browstone sills magd-
wai rer tables, and continuous wood and metal cornices. Sone of these houses date bakk
to the post Gvil War period just- before 1873 and others were built after this perio3.
but they continued with the identical design of their predecessors naking them abso-
[utely uni formeven though the construction period probably spans two decades. I

1
":l"}'!. -

-rrr;.
r



m
-V

N

No 1Q-300a
10-74)

UN1TLP STAIbS DhPARI MI.NTO THb IN R R10R TOR NPS USE ONLY
= NAFIONALPARKSERVICE

RECEIVED

ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY « NOMINATION FORM PAIGERIERRD

CONTINUATION  SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7.  PAGE 1.

— ——

As one continues west on Eighth Street, the two bl ocks between Erie Street,
Jersey Avenue and Coles Street facing the south end of Hamilton Park were nostly
devel oped after 1873. However, the Victorian styled townhouses at 235 through 243
are of the Inmediate post Gvil War period and are the grandest houses facing the
park. Further west, the townhouses are of a somewhat snaller scale interspersed
with [ate nineteenth century apartnent houses, The building at the corner of
Eghth Street and Jersey Avenue, known as 670 Jersey Avenue, is a red brick town™
bouse of Queen Ann detailing built in the late 1800s, |Its short front facade
faces Jersey Avenue and its long side facade faces Hamlton Park, Further west
alcng B ghth Street, the block between Coles and Monnouth Streets was devel oped
before 1873. The houses nunbered 304 through 310, 328 through 334 1/2 and 319
through 333 1/2 are still intact rows. Houses originally built at the southwest
comer of Qoles and Eighth Streets have since been denolished to nake room for a -
new school. O the opposite side of the street in md-block is a factory/warehouse
building (314 and 326) which extends through the block to Pavottia Avenue. The .
Xacades of this 1880*s structure are handsonely detailed in red "brick with arched ' -
wi ndows and corbel | ed brick brackets. To the west of this, the block between,

- Monnouth and Brunswick Streets is a curious nelange of varying styles. |mediately

T T R R s e e ey P~ - -

west of Monouth, on both sides of Eighth Street, one finds a series of six and a
series of eight wood franme houses with front porches and high entrance stoops. A'r
are of the pre-1873 period, are in the early Victorian vernacular wth heavy wood
cornices, sonmewhat intermngled with the sinplicity of the innediate preceding
Qeek Revival period. Further west along Eighth Street are other townhouses which -
were built between 1873 and 1890 and interwoven with these IB a series of snall
scale (three and four story) apartnent houses. These are four extrenely handsone
two story late Victorian towhouses on the south side of the street towards the end
of the block just east of Brunswick Street. They are detailed in red brick with
stone lintels, sills and water table, high stone entrance stoops, handsonely carved
wooden entrance portico and heavy wood cornices. Directly across the street, a
series of three, three story apartnment houses have details simlar to the afore-

menti oned townhouses with the exception that they lack the entrance porticoes and
have |ower entrance stoops.

Moving north now to Pavonia Avenue, the south side of the block between
Qove and Erie Streets has a group of large brick townhouses detailed with brick -
lintels and ornate cast iron decorations. They pre-date the 1873 period. ing
westward, Pavonia Avenue is here interrupted by the hospital conplex and by Hanmlton
Park, and resunes after West Hamlton Place. (ne finds nostly a series of brick
t ownhousea al ong Pavoni a Avenue between West Hamlton P ace, Coles and Monnout h
Streets (including 323, 323 1/2 and 325) immediately west of Mnmouth Sreet.
They are built In threes and fours, in the Victorian vernacular usually in red
brick and the najority pre-date 1873, except those on the south side of the block
between Vst Hamlton Place and Coles Street which were built after 1873 but in the
sane "style as the earlier buildings. Stuated at md-block between (ol es and
Myjnmaout h Streets, along the south side of Pavonia Avenue is the large factory

- "warehouse edifice, 299-313 Pavonia Avenue, previously mentioned on Eghth Street.

-

-
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Qpposite, there Is a handsome brick church that was originally erected in 1870 as
the Centenary Church and was rebuilt in 1882. Its lines are sinple and strong,
wel | delineated in red brick and stone; unfortunately, the red brick has been
painted a pale buff color and the stone has been painted a brown. Hopefully the

paint wll be renmoved someday to bring out the original color of the nmasonry
wor K.

North on Ninth Street and facing Hamlton Park, only the first three buildings
at the west corner of Nnth and Erie Streets and the three buildings on N nth
Street at the opposite corners of Jersey Avenue date back to before 1873, Al nine
are red brick and of the nore nmodest early Victorian period. St. Mchaels Roman
Catholic Church at md-block between Erie Street and Jersey Avenue is of the sane
period and is a monunental edifice in brick and stone. Sadly, its facade has also

b&en painted, but wll hopefully, sonmeday be stripped to expose the original
tke. : .

The bal ance of these two blocks consists of church houses, townhouses which
were nostly built by tws, and a series of four and five story apartment houses,
built generally in the late nineteenth century. Sone of the apartnent houses are
totally faced in brownstone and others are detailed in brick with masonry lintels,
sills, and water tables. Cornices for the nost part are conbination wood and

stanped netal. Stoops to the townhouses are generally high with those to the
apartment houses considerably | ower, -

Erie Street, going north fromSxth Street to Seventh, E ghth, and Pavonia
Avenue consists nostly of series of small townhouses, nunbers 104 to 110 1/2, circa
1840 detailed in red brick with pitched roofs pitching toward the street
facade with'slit windows built Into the cornice detail.

There is another fine group of houses at 134 to 144 Erie Street. Built

. before 1873, they are simlar in detailing to the previously discussed nei ghboring
houses on E ghth Street between Gove and Erie.

Most of Jersey Avenue going north from S xth to Seventh to Eighth Streets

was devel oped before 1873 and has continuous rows of red brick houses with cast
iron lintels, masonry sills and water tables. These houses along the west side of
Jer-sey Avenue are in design simlar to other houses in the district. The houses on
the east side of these two blocks along Jersey Avenue differ in Chat their overall
detailing is sinpler! but the appearance of the houses has been el aborated by
-xtremely ornate (New Ol eans type) wought iron front porches. These are very

*ch Intact at nunmbers 648 through 658 Jersey Avenue. 660 through 670 Jersey
Avenue, on the other hand, was not devel oped until the [ater part of the century,
and these, detailed nostly inred brick with brownstone trim were built one by one

and express their own individual characteristics, 670 in this rowwas nentioned
earlier.
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Across the park, just north of Ninth Street, there renmain three houses on
each side of Jersey Avenue; nunbers 703 through 707 and 704 through 706A  These
are of simlar design to those described previously along the west side of Jersey
Avenue, but have only two storys and are generally smaller in scale.

Moving north fromSi xth Street, Coles between Sixth and Seventh was pretty
much developed in its entirety before 1873, The houses that exist there today are
very nuch the original houses but with their detailing covered over wth perm~
stone and other inappropriate materials which obstruct efforts to determne the
original details. This wll eventually, one hopes, be stripped away to reveal
hidden Victorian or perhaps even |ate Geek Revival, facades.

The west side of the block between Seventh and Eighth Streets was denolished
to becone the site of a new school. The buildings on the east side of the block
Are mostly red brick, sinply detailed and generally built in the late 1800's except
Aor nunber 130 which predates 1873. Kumbers 141 through 151 form a continuous row
,f small scale, nicely detailed, md-Victorian houses. Those to the north are
pre-1873 and those to the south are post-1873. The basic design of the two groups
Is identical; ornanental detail and cornice lines indicate that these were built in
stages of three. Across the street, the houses were built in groups of two, dating

somewhere around 1880-1890. The details are of red brick with ornanental |inestone
lintels, sills and water tables.

Coles Street between Pavonia Avenue and Ninth Street along the west side -
of the block, (290 Pavonia through 169 1/2 Coles) is a continuous row of sixteen
houses, built before 1873 and in a nore nodest vein. The detailing is sinple,
almost CGeek Revival, with red brick facades and flat stone lintels, sills and
water table* The front stoops are low (three steps), the entrance detail repeated
in the heavy cornice is sinple but Victorian in feeling. The houses directly
opposite were built in twos with only nunbers 164 and 164A built before 1873. 158
and 158 1/2, 166 and 166 1/2 can be dated at about 1880 and reflect the sane
esinplicity of architecture as those houses across the street. 164 and 164A are
somewhat nore intricate with cast iron lintels and el aborate bay w ndows at the
parlour floor. 164A still displays the high front stoop; 164 has, sadly, been
altered. 168 and 170 are five story apartnent houses with large bay w ndows
stretching across the facade of the four upper stories. They are detailed in buff

colored brick with linestone and copper. The original date of these buildings is
approxi mately 1890.

Monnout h Street between Eighth and Pavonia reflects an architecture simlar
Ao that described along Coles Street.

e~ e——re— ol ler— . T [
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Al t hough sone of Che structures in the Hamlton Park District h«ve been
altered, all are considered to be integral to the district as defined by its
boundaries. The district is overwhel mngly residential in character with over

90%of the 534 parcels devoted to residential use.
use distribution for the Hamlton Park District,

TABLE #1

Table ill presents the | and

LAND USE DI STR BUTI ON
HAM LTON PARK H STGR C D STR CT ' -

Land Use Nunber of Parcels % of Land Usé
Resi dential ) 479 ' 90
ResI dent 1 al / Cormer ci al 26 5
Commer ci al ' 7 1
*xdustri al 0 0

ublic 0 0
[.nst 1 tutional 7 1
Vacant Land 16 3
TOTAL - . . - . 534

100

O th& residential structures located within
and two unit structures predomnate, as indicated

TABLE #2

the Homlton Park D strict, one
in Tabl e #2.

DSTRlBUTIC]\ICFRESl[ENTIAL T
- - ' STRUCTURES BY HOUSI NG N TS

" HAM LTON PARK DI STR

Cr

Type of Residential Structure

e unit structure
Two unit structure
Three and four unit structure
Five or nore unit structures

TOTAL

There are relatively fewintrusions - 8 parcel

i.gn nstitute structur [t within th
«REEHS Y R5roper 1y “na ntuacl MESPYRE ot i

sttlne

PercenCape Dlsrribution

3 C
23
25
14

100%

s or 1% Mst of the
| ast 50 years or vacant lot!s
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It is inportant to no

te that nost of the Ham|ton Park Hi storic District

has al so been desi gnated as oae of Jersey Gty's Nei ghborhood Preservation Areas
(NP.A 's). The Nei ghborhood Pr eservation Program funded by the Gty under

the Community Devel opment S ock Grant Programis providing rehabilitation assis-
tance to property owners through grants designed to reduce the effective interest

rate of conventional prope

rty inprovenent loans. Al rehabilitation work is

bei ng undertaken to conformto the architectural significance and integrity of a

given structure. Special
owners. In addition, Ham|l

facade renovation grants are also avail able to hone-
ton Park is scheduled to be renovated within the near

future, using the joint funds of the State of New Jersey's Green Acres Program and
the Aty's Community Devel opnent Bl ock G ant Program

The edges of Che Hanil
upon various consideration

"\ The eastern edge was
lusing in the dty's Gov

ton Park Hstoric D stri ct have been deI i neat ed based-
S,

deternined based upon the existence of newy constructed
e Street Renewal Area. The eastern boundary line includes

A1 structures that are adjacent to the new residential construction. Snilarly
the renainder of the eastern boundary was drawn to exclude a nevuy constructed

parking facility built by

The northern boundary

S. Francis Hospital.

was determned primarily by land use and visual coo*

si derati ons. The wi de expanses of vacant land which exist on Tenth Street resulted,
in the northern boundary being drawn to the rear lot lines of Nnth Street, wth
the exception of . Mchael's Roman Catholic Church, since a portion of the rear

of the Church is located o
boundary in the vicinity of
architectural and |and use
buildings on Nnth Street,

n Tenth Street. Myving toward the west, the northern
Monraout h and Pavonl a was deternined primarily by
criteria. Vacant land, the sites of recently denvolished
and the lack of any distinct architectural qualities of

the structures on Pavoni a Avenue, resulted in the northern, boundary of the far -

western portion of the D st

rict being drawn to omt the negative uses cited above.

The far western boundary of Brunswi ck Street was drawn to Include both sides

of Bghth Street since the
nerited inclusion. Snilar

architectural quality of the residential structures
considerations Justified the inclusion of the residen-

tial rowon Coles Street near the southern boundary. The southern edge was drawn

primarily by topographical
boundary which clearly indi
boundary.

™,

consi der ati ons. The railroad overpass creates a natural
cated the logic of using Sixth Street as 'the sout hern
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ADBRESS
105-207 Seventh Street )

L 99 Seventh Street

~NO6 Erie Street

106 U2 Irif] Street _ -

~Y-, .
iCH Eie -Street

L10 Erié-Street

110 1/2 I.Erie Street
217 Seventh Street
215 Seventh Street
213, Seventh Street
211 Séventh Strelet
209 Seventh Street

-

i S xth Street

BU LD NG DESCRI PTI ONS
HAM LTON PARK H STCR C O STR CT

PR (K DATE AFTER
TXESCSIPTIOK TO 1887 1888-1908 1%
3 story brick - police station X
2 story brick dwelling
2 unit - heat X
2 story basenent, brick
dwelling 1 unit - no heat , X
2 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - no heat - X
3 story basement brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat _ ) 4
2 story basenment brick :
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
2 story basenent brick
- dwelling 2 units - no heat 4
3 story basenent brick
dvelling 2 units - heat X
3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - no heat i
3 story basenent brick .
dwelling 4 units - no heat X
3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - heat I
3 story basenent brick
dwel ling 2 units - heat X
4 story brick dwelling
8 units - heat X

T TR e b W S,

B R T LA -2 . -- R -
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202 Sxth Street 4 story brick dwelling
8 units - no heat X
116 Erie Street 4 story brick dwelling
8 uoits - no heat x
204 Sixth Street 4 story brick dwelling
8 units - heat - X
206 Sixth Street 4 story brick dwelling )
\ 8 units - heat X
J. ) .
118 Erie Street 4 story brick commercial
6 units - no heat X
B Sixth Street 4 story brick dwelling
- 8 units - heat X
219 Seventh Street 4 story brick dwelling
- 8 units - heat , I
210 Sixth Street -3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - no heat X
212 Sixth Street 3 story basenent brick -
dwelling 3 units - no heat I
212 1/2 Sixth Street 3 story basenent brick
T dwelling 2 units - no heat X
214 Sxth Street 3 st ory basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - no heat X
216 Sixth Street 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - no heat X
S 1/2 Sixth Street 3 atory basenent brick
dwelling 4 units - no heat &
218 Sixth Street 3 story brick dwelling
- - 3 units - heat X
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104 Erie Street

203 Seventh Street
201 Seventh Street
2th) Seventh Street

.A Eighth Street

i‘l.O éIJZ S(.a'venth Street
207 Eighth Street

212 Se_venlth Street
205 Eighth Street °
212I 1/2 Seventh Street
203 Eighth Stre-et

214 Sevénth Street

°L Eighth Street

2 story basenent brick
2 units - heat - 3 garages x

4 story brick dwelling

~ 8 units - no heat X
4 story brick dwelling :
8 units - heat X
3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - no heat X
3 story basenent brick
dvel ling 3 units - heat X
3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat x
4 story brick dwelling .
4 units - no heat X
3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat X
4 story brick dwelling
9 units - no heat . K
3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat X

4 story brick dwelling
9 units - no heat X

2 story basenent frane
dwelling 1 unit - heat -4

4 story brick dwelling
8 units - no heat b )
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216 Seventh Street 2 story basenent frane
dwelling 1 unit - heat 4
218 Seventh Street 2 story basenent frane
dwelling 1 unit - no heat X
220 Seventh Street 2 story basement frame
' dwelling 1 unit - No h=at ) 4
222 Seventh Street 3 story brick dwelling
3 units - no heat i X
\ .
"k Seventh Street 3 story brick dwelling
no heat X
226 Seventh Street 3 story brick commrercial .
2 units - no heat X
128 Erie Street 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat X
130 Erie Street 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
229 Eighth Street 3 story baserent brick
dwelling 3 units - no heat . X
227 Eighth Street 3 story basenent brick
dwel ling 3 units - heat X
225 Eghth Street 3 story basenent dwelling
2 units - heat X
223 Eighth Street . 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - heat X
*21 Eighth Street 3 story basenent brick B
\ dwelling 2 units - heat X
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219

217

215

213

}

202

204

206

208

215

213

211

ADDRESS

Ei ghth Street

Eighth Street

Eighth Street

E ghth Street

_1 Eghth Street

Seventh Street
Seventh Street
Seventh Street

Seventh Street

Pavonl a Avenue

Pavoni a Avenue

Pavoni a Avenue

VS ghth Street

DESCRIPTION

3 story basement brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dvelling 2 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - no heat

4 story brick dwelling
8 units - no heat

story brick dwelling
units - heat

o

story basenent dwelling
units - no heat

units - no heat

4
8
4 story brick dwelling
8
3

story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

3 story basémant bri ck
dwelling 3 units - no heat

3 story basement brick
dwel ling 3 units - no heat

PUIGR
TO 188?

DATE
JL888-19Q8

AFTER
1908

L
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209 Pavonia Avenue
206 Eighth Street
207 Pavonia Avenue
© 208 Eighth Street
“i5 Pavonia Avenue
210 Eighth Street
203 Pf;lvoni:;t Avenue
212 Eighth Street
201 Pavonia Avenue
15 H ghth_ Street
21§ Eighth Street
218 Eighth Street

220 Eighth Street
!

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - no heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - no heat

4 story brick dwelling
8 units - no heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

4 story brick dwelling
8 units ~ no heat :

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

4 story brick dwelling
9 units - no heat

3 story basement brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basement brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat
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222 Eighth Street 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - no heat X
224 Edghth Street 3 story basenment brick
: dwel ling 3 units - no heat i
136 Exfe Street 3 story basenment brick !
dwelling 2 units - heat X -
138 Eie Street 3 story basenent brick
. . dwelling 1 unit - no heat X
\ :
v .3 1/2 BErie Street 3 story basetnent brick
-dwelling 1 unit - heat X
140 Erie Street 3 st ory basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - no heat ) 4
142 Erie Street 3 story basement brick -
dwelling 2 units - heat X
144 Erie Street 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
/
223-225 Pavonia Ave. 3 story brick dwelling
: 2 units - heat S |
221 Pavoni a Avenue . 3 story basement brick
dwelling 4 units - heat 4
219 Pavonia Avenue . 3 story basenent brick
dwel ling 3 units —no heat X
217 Pavoni a Avenue - 3 story basement brick
dwelling 4 units - heat z
B0 Jersey Avenue " 3 story basenent brick

heat X



No 10-300a

50 741

"-UNITED STATES DL1> \R1ML\roi IHb INTERIOR
' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY « NOMINATION FORM

CONTI NUATIOftl SHEET

ITEM

NUMBER

233
646
231
219
2
247
29
215
245
113
207

107

ADDRESS

Seventh Street
Jersey Avenue
Seventh Street

Seventh Street _

1/2 Seventh Street

Seventh Street

Seventh Sreet

1/2 Seventh Street

Seventh Street

Erie Sreet

Seventh Street

1/2 Erie Street_

Seventh Street

DESCRI PTI ON

3 story basenent
dwelling 3 units

3 story basenent
dwelling 3 units

3 story basenent
dwelling 3 units

3 story basenent

dwelling 4 units -

3 story basenent
dwelling 3 units

3 story basement
dwel ling 2 units

3 story .basenent
dwelling 2 units

3 story basenent
dwelling 2 units

3 story basenent
2 units - heat

bri ck
- no heat

bri ck
- heat

brick
- no heat

bri ck
no heat

brick
- no heat

bri ck
- heat

brick
- heat

bti ek
- heat

bri ck

3 story frame and brick

dwelling 1 unit -

no heat

3 story brick conmerci al

2 units - no heat

2 story brick dwelling

2 units - heat

3 story basement
dwelling 3 units

brick
- heat

TO 1887 1888- 1908

AFTER
1908

Y



No 10 300a

10-741

BITEL STATISm-1I"ARIMt \IO\- | Hh INTERIOR
NATIONALPARK SERVICE

ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER ‘-1 PAGE \ql
PRLOR DATE AFTER
ABDRESS DESCR PTI ON TO 1887 1888-1908 1908
107 Erie Street 2 story brick dwelling
2 units - heat X
105 Erie Street 2 story trick dwelling
: 1 unit - heat 4
103 Erie étreet 2 story brick dwelling
. 1 unit - no heat X
232 Sixth Street 3 story basement brick
. dwelling 2 units - no heat X
jz 111 Sixth Sltreet 3 story basenent brick _
dwelling 3 units - heat ) 4
238 Sxth Sreet 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - no heat X
240 Sixth Street 4 story brick dwelling
no heat 4 ”
240 1/2 Sixth Street 3 story baserent brick
dwelling 3 units - heat X
242 S xth Street 3 story basement brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
244-6 Sixth Street 2 story brick Industrial
gar age - heat X
632 Je-rsey Avenue 3 story basenent brick
' ' dwelling 4 units - heat X
634 Jersey Avenue 3 story basenent brick
. dwelling 3 units - no heat X
=36 Jersey Avenue 3 story basenent brick
LI dwelling 3 units - heat X

WP il

R B

e



No 10 300a

10-74)
- .UNITED STAttS DEPARTMIN'T O! 1H1 INH.RIOR
5 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET . | TEM NUMBER —I. PAGE \5
PRI OR DATE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCRI PTI ON TO 1887 1888-1908 1908
538 Jersey Avenue 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - no heat X
640 Jersey Avenue . 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat S 4
642 Jersey Avenue 3 story 'basenent brick - ,
dwelling 3 units - heat X
644 Jersey Avenue , 3 story basenent brick
. dwelling 1 unit - heat . x
tl Erie Street 2 story frame dwelling
. 2 units -+ heak x
109 Erie Street 4 story basement brick
dwelling 1 unit - no heat X
234 Sxth Street 4 story brick dwelling .
9 units - no heat X
236 Sixth Street 4 story brick dwelling
8 units - no heat - X
241 Seventh Street 3 story frame dwelling
3 units - heat ) K
239 Seventh Street 3 story basenent brick '
i dwelling 4 units - heat X
237 Seventh Street 2 1/2 story brick dwelling .
3 units - heat X
235 Seventh Street 3 story frame dwelling
2 units - heat 1
"i? Ei ghth Street 4 story basenent brick
' . dwelling 4 units - heat X

Lo
(R |



im No 10 300a

ev 10 741

e -, bMIhDS'IAU SUL1 PARIMLNfOh I Hi: IMTLRIOR
NATIONALPARK SERVICE

)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTI NUATI ONSHEET

FORNFS USE ONLY

RECEI VED

DATE ENTERED * T

652

237

654

235

| TEMNUMBER  ~1  PAGE\ (%
PR CR DATE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCR PTI CN TO 1887 1888-1908 1908

Jersey Avenue

Eighth Street

Jersey Avenue

Ei ghth Street

}116 Jersey Avenu

231-3 Eghth Street

658

660

125

662

228

230

%y

Jersey Avenue
Jersey Avenue
Erie Street

Jersey Avenue
Sevent h Stree-t
Seventh Street

Ei ghth Street

3 story basenent brick
dwelling I unit - heat

4 story basenent brick
dwelling 4 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenment brick
dwelling 3 units -- haat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - no heat

5 story brick dwelling
5 unit comercial brick
garage 3

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - no heat

3 story basement brick
dwel ling 2 units - heat

2 story frame dwelling
1 unit

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - heat

4 story brick comerci al
4units -~ heatr

3 story baserment brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

4 story basenent brick
dwelling 5 units -- heat

-



m No 1Q-300a

v 10 ?2<»)

UNI'IKDSrA'ttSDhPARIMt N f OH Kt INRRIOK
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

}

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET

FOR NFS USE ONLY - ER

L

RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED - .

230

247

232

243

a2

241

234

664
234
666
236
236

668

ITEM NUMBER \ PAGE \4
PR R DATE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCRI PTI ON TO 1887 1888- 1908 1408

/2 Seventh Street
E ghth Street
Seventh Street
E ghth Street
_1/2 Seventh Street
E ghth Street
Seventh Street
Jersey Avenue
1/2 Seventh Street
Jersey Avenue

Seventh Street

1/2 Seventh Street'.

Jersey Avenue

3 stéry baserment brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

4 story brick dwelling
2 units - heat

3 story basenment brick

dwelling 1 unit - no heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 4 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

4 story basenent brick
dwelling 4 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story baserent brick
dwelling 4 units - heat

3 story basenment brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

" 3 story basenment brick

dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

, 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwralliog 3 units - heat




i No 10 3003
v 10 741

LM1LDSrA\AILSDLP\R1IMIM Ol

I Mi IMLKIOR

) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

CONTINUATION SHEET * ITEM NUMBER ~ ~ | PAGE {84
PRIOR DATE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCRIPTION TO 1887 ;1888-1908 1908

123 Erie Street
238-40 Seventh Street
670 Jersey Avenue
242 Seventh Street
.}42c1/2 Séventh Street
246 Seventh Street
248 .Seventh Street
250 Seventh Street
252 Seventh Street
254 Seventh Street
648 Jersey Avenue
650 Jersey Avenue

257 Eighth Street

2 story frame dwelling
1 unit - heat

2 story basenent frame
dwelling 4 units - no heat

brick
heat

3 story basenent
dwelling 1 unit -

4 story basenont brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

brick
heat

4 story bsement
dwelling 1 unit -

3 story brick dwelling
1 unit ~ heat .

3 story basement dwelling
1 unit - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dvwelling 3 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - heat

3 story brick dwelling
2 units - heat

brick
no heat

4 story basenent
dwelling 9 units -



Form No 0 3D0Ca
NEV 30 74]

™, IMIhDSrAIlSi)l PXRINUNTOI iHI IMIKIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE-

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLAGES
INVENTORY « NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM HLIMBER -Hll. PAGE ."‘qb
PR CR DATE AFTER
AGTRESS DESCR PTI ON TO1887 1&8A-1908 1908

255 Eighth Street
253 Eighth Street
251 Eighth Street

149 Erie Street
'i'U3-17 McWilliams PI.

Mgsr. McWilliams PI.

710-11 KcWilltarns PI.

Msgr, McWilllams PI.

226 Ninth Street
228 Ninth Street
230 Kinth Street
232 Ninth Street
232A Ninth Street
256 Nint.h Street

A 56 1/2 Nnth Street

4 story basenent brick
dwelling 9 units - no heat

5 story brick dwelling
11 units - heat

4 story basenment brick
dwelling 5 units - heat

Hospi t al

Public Library
Par k

Nurse's Hone

St. Francis Mspital

3 story brick commerci al
2 units - no heat

3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - no heat

3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat

3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat

3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

3 story basement brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
i
X



F 1
m No 10-300a
v It) 741

UMILI)SI\H'SUi IMRTMI'M Of 1HL INH.KIOR

FOR NPS USE ONLY
A NATIONALPARK SERVICE . H '
RECEIVED
MOTIONAL REGISTER OF ffiSTORIC PLACES :
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATEENIERED

CONTINUATION SHEET

ITEM NUMBER ‘[ PAGE
AL

ADDRESS

2bS Nnth Street

704 Jersey Avenue

706 Jersey Avenue

706 .i/2 Jer sey Avenue

“"A8-250 Ninth Street

AJ4 Nnth Street

645 Jersey Avenue

283 1/2 Seventh Street
643 Jersey Avenue

283 Seventh Street
641 Jers.ey Avenue
281 Seventh Street

639 Jersey Avenue

. e oL n- | el

PR (R DATE AFTER
DESCRI PTI ON TO 1887 1888- 1908 1908
3 story basenment brick
dwelling 3 units - heat X
3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
2 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
2 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
Church-Gotiv. -Rectory X
5 story brick dwelling
10 units - no heat X
3 story basenent brick
dwelling 4 units « heat X
2 1/2 story basenent frane )
dwelling 4 units - no heat X
3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - no heat X
2 1/2 story basenent frane .
dwelling 3 units - no heat X
3 story basenent brick
dwelling 4 units - heat X
2 1/2 story basenent frane
dwelling 3 units - no heat X
3 story basenment brick
dwelling 4 units - heat X



oo NO '3
wte 10 791

o0y

I Mil U SI ATLSD! ("' \KINH M Ol THUN7YI RIOR
NATIONAL PAPK SERVICE

"}
j

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATIQN FORM

FOR .NFS USE ONLY

RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7] PAGE Sl_"'u.
PR CR DATE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCRI PTI CN TO 1887 1&88~190% 1908

279
637
277
635
‘AT
633
273
631
271
269
262

264

629

Seventh Street
Jersey Avenue
Seventh Street
Jersey Avenue
Seventh Street
Jersey Avenue
Seventh™ Street
Jersey Avenue
Seventh Street
Seventh Street
Sixth Street

Sixth Street

Jersey Avenue

2 1/2 story basenent frame
dwel ling 4 units - heat

3 story basement brick
dwelling 3 units - no heat

21/ 2 story basement franme
dwelling 4 units - no heat

brick
no heat

3 story basenent
dwelling 2 units -

3 story basenment brick
dwelling 4 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwel liug 3 units - no heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 4 units - no heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - heat

3 story basenment brick
dwelling 4 utvits - no heat

3 story basement brick
dwelling 3 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basement brick
dwelling 3 units - no heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units ~ heat

o L T I .-
__,_"VA?EoEEo;EE-PC T - . e T



form NO 10 300a
Men 10 7*1

~A UMIL1) SI M'SDI-P\RT\I|*M01 1H (M RICk
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FOR NPS USE ONLY

REC%EIVED -
r .
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Co-
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM PAILENTERED
CONTINUATION SHEET MTEM NURBER F-.t FAGE aE\
: PR CR DATE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCR PTI ON 1701887 1BEe8-1908 1908
282 Sixth Street 3 story basenent brick e
dwelling 2 units - no heat 4
282 1/2 Sixth Street 3 story basenent brick -
dwelling 2 units - no heat X
284 Sixth Street 3 story basenent brick i
dwelling 2 units - no heat X
284 1/2 Sixth Street 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 units ~ no heat K
‘j"86 Sixth Street 3 story basenment brick
dwelling 2 units - no heat X
286 1/2 Sixth Street 3 story basenent hrielk
dwelling 2 units - no heat - X
268 Sixth Street 3 story brick comrercial -
2 units - no heat X
112-114 oles Street 4 story brick dwelling
8 units - no heat X
116 Coles Street 4 story brick frane
commercial 3 units - no heat . X
118-118 1/2 Coles S. 2 -3 story frame
4 units commercial - heat X
120 Coles Street 4 story frarae comerci al
3 units - no heat 4
287 Seventh Street 3 story frame dwelling
3 units - no heat X

‘l285 Seventh Street story frane dwelling

units - no heat X

w w



= No 10 3UO«
e

"1 Mil A5 SIM I"\RIMT VI ol 1Hi \URK)K
NATIGNALPARK SER%ICE

SfATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

+

FOR NFS USE ONLY

RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

CONTINUATION SHEET | TEM NUMBER "1 PA.GE&'E
PRIOR DATE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCRI PTI ON TO 1887 1888-19Q8 1908

647 Jersey Avenue
266 Sixth Street
268 Sixth Street
274 Sixth Street
>

"' 6 Sixth Street

278 Sixth Street

280 S xth Street

273 B ghth Street

299 Ei ghth Street

271 Ei ghth Street

297 1/2 Eighth Street

269 E ghth Street

. 297 Ei ghth Street

4 story brick dwelling
4 units - no heat

3 story frame dwelling
3 units - no heat

3 story basenent frane
dwelling 3 units - no heat

4 story brick dwelling
8 units - no heat

2 story basenent frame
dwelling 2 units - no heat

Fire K.owis

4 story brick dwelling
8 units - no heat

8 1/2 story baserent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

4 story brick dwelling
8 units - no heat

3 1/2 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

2 1/2 story baseraent brick
dwelling 4 units - heat

3 12 story baserment brick
dwelling 4 units - heat

2 1/2 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 units - no heat



mNo *Q 30

. 10 74!

-A1\m-USIAiIISDIP\RIMINTOI-1IILISHRIUH
N'ATIQNALP>SRK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET

11fcM NUMBER

FOR NFS USE OK

RECEIVED _

N .
DATE ENTERED

T opace 3%

ADDRESS

267 Eighth Street
283 Eighth Street
265 Eighth Street
281 Eighth Street

51 Jersey Avenue
270 Eighth Street

659 Jersey Avenue

289 1/2 Eighth Street

657 Jersey Avenue
289 Eighth Street
655 Jersey Avenue
293 Eighth Street

%53 Jersey Avenue

DESCRIPTION

3 1/2 story brick dwelling
4 units - heat

3 story basement brick
dwel ling 2 units - heat

4 story brick comrercial
3units -= heat

3 story basenent "brick
dwelling 4 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units ~ heat

‘:I_ A 1_-.-ﬂ'|-—r|-!-r wmd

dwelling 4 units - no heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basement brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

3 story basenment brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basement brick
dwelling 4 units - heat

4 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenent dwelling
3 units - no heat

PRI OR DA,
TO 1887 1888-1:



MERSTALLSINI'A\RIMINTOL 1IH IMIHIUR
k.~ LI¥NAI PARK SLHVI O

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY » NOMINATION FORM

FOPNFSUSEONLY

RECEI VED

DATE ENTERED

P—

CONTI NUATI| ONSHEET | TEM NUMBER I pace & 5
PRI OR DATE AFTLR
ADDRESS DUSCRI PTIfi N T o 1887 1888-1903 R
293 1/2 Eighth Street 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit hear. X
651 Jersey Avenue 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 4 units - heat X
649 Jersey Avenue 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 4 units -+ hait X
266 Seventh Street 3 story basement brick
b dwelling 1 unit - heat X
"A0 Seventh Street 2 story frame dwelling
2 units - heat X
282 P ™Mth Street Toarpeys pleh Fear
dwelling 2 units - no heat A
284 Seventh Street 3 story basenent frane -
dwelling 4 units - no heat .4
286 Seventh Street 3 story basenent frane
dwelling 4 units - no heat X
288 Seventh Street 4 story brick dwelling
4 units » heat X
290 Seventh Street 3 story frane conmerci al
4 units - no heat b
292 Seventh Street 4 story brick comrerci al
3 units - no heat K
130 Coles Street 3 story frame conmerci al
2 units - no heat ¥
\32 Coles Street 3 story. frane conmerci al

2 units - no heat



mm No 10 300a
lev 10 741

"N UNNXDSrATI'S DH»ARTM!I'N TO! TMK INTERIOR

NA7IONALPARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY « NOMINATION FORM

FOR NFS USE ONLY —. |

* LY

—~-y_ "
ree -
|_.Flﬂ. .\_ - ,"'-\.-'

Cnoa !

DATE ENTERED

ot ]
LIl T

IHEI'.'EEUED 4 '.'

CONTf IMUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE a[ﬂ'
PRIOR DATE  AFTER
ADDRESS DESCRIPTION

134 CGoles Street
301 Eighth Street
275 Eighth Street

268 Seventh. Street
>I|l'

70 Sevent h' Street

272 Seventh Street

b

274 Seventh Street

. 27_6 Sever-wth Stréet

278 Seventh Street

295 Eighth Street -

291 Eighth Street
287 Eighth Street

¥-285 Eighth Street

ES

o A~

3 story frame cotamercial
units - no heat

N

story brick conmerci al
units - no heat

story brick dwelling
ur]its - heat

w BB w b

story basement brick

dwelling 1 unit - heat

2 stdry basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

story brick d\/\elllng
unit - heat

story brick dwelling
unit - heat

1/-2- story'f rame dwel | i ng
units ~ no heat

w N =N =N

1/2 story frame dv\elllng
units - no heat

story brick dwelling
units ~ no heat

o B~ w N

story brick dwelling
units - no heat

o M

étory brick dwelling
units - no heat

o b

story brick dwelling
units - no heat

TO 1887 1888-1908

1908



orm No 10-Midm
stew 10 74)

~ UNHLDSTATCSf)* PART MtM Of- 1 Ht- IMtRIOR

OR NFS use ONIZY ~
A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE - -
RECEIVED "/ o -"' - _,. .
NATIONAL REGISTER OF ffISTORIC PLACES |:- s ‘;r; SRR
INVENTORY » NOMINATION FORM DATEENTERED - - x
CONTI NUATI ON SHEET LTEM NUVBER 1 PAGE 271
PRI OR DATE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCRI PTI ON TO 1887 1HBH-1908 1908

277 Ei ghth Street

289 Pavoni a Avenue

152 1/2 Coles Street

285 Pavoni a Avenue

\' /2 W Hamlton P .«

283 Pavoai a Avenue
18 W Hanilton Pi.
281 Pavonia-Avenue
24 W Hamlton P.
22 W I—ianilton M.
26 w Han]'Iton Pl .
16 W Ha;n'lton P .

1AW Hamlton Pl *
Y i} -

5 story brick dwelling
11 units - no beat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenent brick

cConmer ci aI 1 unit - heat

* 3 story brick d\/\elllng

1 unit - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basement brick

dwelling 3 units - heat

: 3 story basenent brick

dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenment brick

~dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

#o



F

ormNo 10-300a
ey 10%74)

A UNIThDSIATI.SDLP\(UMLNr(H U(r IM"1KIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPSUSE ONLY - Tt =

I
:i-.'-r_ I-r..:'i_'-r-;_‘.-\.:.'.'_'._- ;..—:'I-_ .“..' ?:.'-p-‘::;"\.|
3 . B - SE LY e L
DATE ENTERED * ! . e, - v

1 PAGE as

CONTINUATION SHEET | TEMNUMBER
PRIOR DATE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCR PTI ON TO 1887 1888-1908 1908
12 W Hanilton Pi. 3 story basement "brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
10 W Hanilton PI. 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat A
8 W Hamlton H. 3 story basenent brick
~ dwelling 2 units - heat X B
6 W Hanitlcm A, 4 story brick dwelling
1 unit - haac X
I\ -
«+ W Hamlton P. 4 story brick dwelling
' 1 unit - heat - X
2 W Hanilton A. 4 story brick dwelling
2 units - no heat K
294 E ghth Street 4 story brick dwelling "
4 units - heat _ L
" 206 Eghth Street 4 story brick dwelling
- 1l unit - hear E
298 Ei ghth Street 4 story brick dwelling
) 1 unit - heat X
300 Eighth Street 4 story brick dwelling
J 1 unit ~ heat x
302 Eighth Street 4 story brick dwelling
3 units - heat K
144 Coles Street 4 story brick dwelling
i 7 units - no heat X
+148 Col es Street 3 story basenent brick
' dwel ling 2 units - no heat X

coanld

a+
bl |
1
b

1 Lil_,._r' '



T

-mMa 10-300a
1 Ml
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LNNF:USrAH;SDH'AR]MLN[O1UIL-IMIKIOK OR NFS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE oot LI

RECEVED -0 -+ st e

Ty T

RATIONAL REGISTEROFHISTORICPLACES LT
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM e oA TERED —
CONTINUATIONSHEET ITEM NUMBER -1 PAGE aﬁ,

PRI CR DATE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCR PTI ON TO 1887 1888-1908 1908
148 Coles Street 3 story baserent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat K
150 Coles Street 3 story basenent brick
' dwelling 1 unit - no heat K
46 W Hamlton H. 3 story basenent brick
' dwelling 2 units - heat X
44 W Hamlton P. 3 story basenent brick
| _ dwelling 1 unit e heat X
ANlW Hamlton P 3 story basenent brick
. dwelling 1 unit - heat X
40 W Hamlton M. 3 story basenent brick _
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
32 W Hanmlton P. 3 story basenent brick i}
dwelling 1 unit - no heat X
34 W Hamlton P, 3 story basenent brick
' dwelling 1 unit - no heat X
30 W Hamilton P. " 3 story basenent brick .
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
28 W Hanmilton Pi. . 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat X
26 W Hamlton P. 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
280 Pavonia Avenue 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat 4
'2 Pavoni a Avenue 3 story basement brick
dwelling 2 units - heat i

i,



mNo 10-

iv 10-741

3003

UNITbUSfATCSDUP\R1IMLNTO1 7HUMI R10R
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

°N

FOt NPEUSEONLY - . -

- = -,

I R

. RECE|,) ,ED-?-_-»,**:E o DL TedEetr
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES | = " . [~ ~.77 %
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM i
CONTI NUATI ON SHEET IFfcM NUMBER -] PAGE 3‘D
PRIOA DATE AFTER
ADDRESS PESCATSTION TO 1887 1888- 1908 1908

284
286
288
| 158
\64
164
166

166

Pavoni a Avenue
Pavoni a Avenue
'_Pavo_nl a Avenue
Coles Street _.'
ol es .Stre.et -
1/2 les Street
Col és St ree.t .

1/2 Coles Street

160-162 Col es Street

383 W Hamlton PA.

50 W Hamlton H.

170

ol es Street

48 W Hamlton PI*

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 units -

3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat

" 3 story brick dwelling
“lunit - heat

2 st ory basenent bri ck
dwelling 1 unit ~ no heat

3 -story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - no heat

'3 sftory brick dwelling

1 unit - no heat

3 'story brick dwelling
1 unit - no heat

5 story brick dwelling
10 units - no heat

5 story brick dwelling
10 units - no heat

5 story brick dwelling
10 units - no heat

5story brick, conmercial
8 units - no heat

5 'story brick dwelling
10 units - no heak

AT S S P L PV R

no heat
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w No 10 30Ca
ev 10-74J

UNIThOSTAILS DrP-XRIMLNrOt- I ML 1INTIK1OR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY --NOMINATIONFORM

RECEIVED,

T -

Fha

¥ <l
I

OAH'ENTERED ~ #=-

FOR NFS USE ONLY

CONTINUATION SHEET (KM NUMBER ‘_lq PAGE '..b."u
PRI OR DATE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCR PTI ON TO 1887 1888- 1908 1908
168 Col es Street 5 story brick dwelling
10 units - no heat X
705 1/2 Jersey Avenue- 2 story basenent brick,
dwelling 1 unit - heat z
705 Jersey Avenue 2 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat K
703 Jersey Avenue .2 story basenent brick
. . dwelling 1 unit - heat X
"0 Nnth Street 3 story basenent brick
: dwelling 3 units - heat K
260 1/2 Nnth Street 3 story basenent brick .
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
262 Ninth Street 3 story basenent brick : )
dwelling 1 unit - heat %
268 Hnth Street 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - no heat X
268 1/2 Ninth Street 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - no heat x
288 N nth Street 2 story basement brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
288 1/2 Ninth Street 2 story basenent btick
' dwelling 1 unit ~ no heat X
290 N nth Street 2 story brick comrerci al
1 unit - no heat X
176 (oles Street 2 story basenent brick
. dwelling 1 unit -+ haat X



Form No JO0-300a
IK*v 10 74)

LT STATI:SDrPAHIMLNTOf THUN71KIOR
- NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

WP USE ONLY RIS
J e =
RECERED: T
+__ e = : - ;o L
DATE EMTERED" *fomws Mulv . X Lo -

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 1 PAGE 33_
PRI CR DATE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCRI PTI ON TO1887 LEYB-1%04 1908
176 1/2 Coles Street 2 story basenent brick

dwel ling 1 unit - no heat

178 Col es Street 2 story basenent brick
: dwelling 1 unit - no heat

264 N nth Street 4 story brick dwelling
8 units - no heat

274 Nnth Street 5 story brick dwelling
11 units - tio heat

-¢276 N nth Street 5 story brick dwelling
_ 11 units - no heat

278 N nth Street 4 story brick dwelling
8 units - no heat

280 Ninth Street " ~4 story brick dwelling
: - . 8 units - N heat

282 N nth Street 4 story brick dwelling
T . 8 units - heat

284 Nnth Sreet 5 story brick 'dV\elling
11 units - no heat

286 N nth Street 5 story brick dwelling
11 units - no heat

121 1/2 (oles Street 3 story basenent brick
. dwel ling 4 units ~ no heat

121 Coles Street ~ 3 story basenment brick
dwelling 4 units - heat

119 ol es Street © 3 story basenent brick
; commercial 3 units - no heat

i
. .
T TR A T T a T b e

X
x
X
X- ]
x
x
% .
1
K.
%
X
.2
X

P

1
k-

r'
El
I' -



~tes 10 300a
. -T4)
UNHhUSIATCH DY P AR TMENT Ol TUMMLRIOR FOR NFS USEONLY . - - - -
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Tl TR - o
IRECEAEDF 7 L YLl

G e Y e i
LED AT

NATIONAL REGISTEROFHISTORICPLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

COIMTfNUATION SHEET iTIMNUMBER ~ ™™]  PAGE ‘3":,.
PRI CR DATE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCRI PTI ON TO 1887 1888-1908 1908
115115 1/2 Coles Sc, 2 story basement frame
dwelling 2 units - heat X
111 Coles Street 3 story brick commercial
2 units ~ no heat X
109 1/2 Coles Street 3 story brick dwelling
- 3 units ~ no heat X
109 Coles Street 3 story brick comercial
v : 2 units - no heat X
107 Coles Street 3 story brick commerci al
- 2 units ~ tio heat X
294 Sixth Street 2 story basenent brick
) dwelling 1 unit - no heat X
296 Sixth Street 2 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat R
296 1/2 Sixth Street 2 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - no heat X
117 Coles Street 3 story frame conmerci al
1 unit - heat X
113 Coles Street 3 story brick commercial
3 units ~tio heat - K
331 1/2 Eighth Street 3 story basenent brick
dwel ling 1 unit - heat X
333 1/2 Eighth Street 3 story basenent brick
: dwelling 1 unit - heat x
33 1/2 Eighth Street 3 story basement brick
dwelling 2 units ~ no heat X

sl

o



orm No 10 300.»

nev 10-74)

bMTt-DSrML M)ti'AtmilM CM IHfc IN1J KICK
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

nA

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY » NOMINATION FORM

CONTI NUATI ON SHEET

PAGE 3\

333
331
329

327
n27
325
323
321
319
203
321
293

321

| TEM NUMBER "~J
PRIOR MTE AFTER
ADDRESS DESCR! PTI ON TO 1887 1888-1908 1908

Ei ghth Street

Ei ghth Street

1/2 B ghth Street
1/2 Eighth Street
Ei ghth Street

B ghth Street

1/2 E;g.hth Stree-t
Eighth Street

Ei ghth _Street

1/2 Pavoni a Aven-ue
1/2 Pavoni a Av-e|-1ue
Pavoni a_ Avenu.e

Pavoni a Avenue

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - no heat

3 story basenent brick

dwelling 2 units - heat
3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - no heat

3 story basement brick

dwelling 1 unit - no heat
3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - no heat
3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basement brick
dwelling 4 units - no heat

5 story brick dwelling
11 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story brick comercia
1 unit - no heat

3 story basenent brick
dwel ling 2 unics - heat

3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat

vy -

.
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291 Favoni a Avenue 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat x
319 1/2 Pavania Avenué 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - haat X
151 Col es Street 2 story basenent frame
dwelling 1 unit - no heat X
*, 319 Pavoni a Avenue 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - no heat X
A / -
.49 Coles Street 2 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
299- 313 Pavoni a Avenue 3 story brick industrial X
147 Coles Street 2 story basenent brick
1 unit - heat 1 r
304 B ghth Street 2 story basement brick
dwelling 2 units - heat X
304 1/2 Eighth Street 2 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
145 Cole Street 2 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat x
306 Eghth Street 2 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
141 Col es Street 2 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
308 Eghth Street . 2 story basement brick
' dwelling 1 unit - heat 4

b

1
-

8 T B TR



m No (0
o 10 74

300a

UNIUUSIAILSDhPARIMLNT Oh 1 HI i*TI RIuR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE;

: AP
v.nONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Lo Ior i L
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM ENIZHED :
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAG, 3 {f:
PR OR DATE AFTER

308

310

328

238

330

330

332

332

334

334

4%

496

498

i

AUTHESS

1/2 Eghth Street
Ei ghth Street

B ghth Street

:

/4 Eighth Street
B ghth IStreet
1/4 Eghth Street
B ghth Street
1/2 EHghth Street
E.ghth Street
1/2 EHghth Street
Monraouth Street
1/2 Monnouth St.

Monnout h St r eet

ik N A

DESCRI PTI ON

1 story basenent brick

dwel ling 2 units - no heat

2 story basptnent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenent
dwelling 1 unit

brick
- heat

brick
no heat

3 story basenent
dwelling 1 unit -

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

brick
no heat

3 story basenent
dwelling 1 unit -

3 story basenent brick

dwelling 1 unit - no heat
3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - no heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - no heat

3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - no heat

3 story brick dwelling

1 unit - no heat

3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat

e i

TO 1887 1888-1908

1908

o
d-w e
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498

297

295

316

~18

320

492

494

317

315

312

298

.314

1/2 Monnouth St .»

Pavoni a Avenue
Pavoni a Avenue
Ei ght h' Street
Ei ghth Street
.Ei ghth Street
Monnmout h St r eet

Mont uouth St reet

Pavoni a Avenue
Pavoni a Avenue
Pavoni a Avenue
Pavoni a Avenue

Pavoni a Avenue

3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - no heat

4 story brick dwelling
8 units ~ no heat

2 1/2 story frame dwelling
3 units - heat

4 story frame dwelling
4 units - heat

4 story frame dwelling
4 units - heat

4 story frane dwelling
4 units - heat

3 story frame commerci al
4 units - no heat

1 story conmercial brick

4 story brick dwelling
8 units - no heat

4 story brick dwelling
8 units - no heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat

4 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat

3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - heat

o
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298 1/2 Pavonia Avenue 4 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - no heat X
314 1/2 Pavonia Avenue 3 1/2 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - no heat X
300 Pavoni a Avenue 4 story basenent brick
dwelling 2 units - heat i
169 1/2 les Street 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat X
6 Pavoni a Avenue 3 story basenent brick
dwel ling rooning house
heat X
300 1/2 Pavonia Avenue 4 story basement brick
dwelling 1 unit - no heat X
169 Coles Street 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - no heat X
318 Pavoni a Avenue 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat X
302 Pavonia Avenue 4 story basenent brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X
167 1/2 Coles Street 3 story brick dwelling
' 1 unit - no heat X
318 1/2 Pavonta Avenue 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - no heat X
302 1/2 Pavonia Avenue 3 story basement brick
dwelling 1 unit - heat X

T oles Street

3 story brick dwelling
1 unit ~ no heat
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320 Pavoni a Avenue 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat X

165 1/2 Coles Street 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat X

320 1/2 Pavonia Avenue 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat X

165 Coles Street 3 story brick dwelling
. 1 unit - heat T-'

]18 Monnmout h St r eet 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - no heat X

163 1/2 Coles Street 3 story brick dwelling
) 1 unit - no heat X

508*1/2 Monnouth Street 3 story brick dwelling )

1 unit - no heft/r X

163 Coles Street 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - no heat K

510 Monnouth Street 3 story brick dwelling
. 1 unit - no heat x

161 1/2 Coles Street 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat X

161 Coles Street 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat X

159 1/2 Coles Street 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat x

159 ol es Street 3 story brick dwelling
v 1 unit - no heat 4
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157 1/2 Coles Street 3 story brick dwelling
1 unit - heat X

157 Coles Street 3 story brick dwelling
' 1 unit - no heat X

155 1/2 Coles Street 3 story brick dwelling
r 1 unit - no heat i
155 (Coles Street 3 story brick commerci al -
" ' 1 unit - no heat. I

292 Pavonia Avenue 4 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - no heat X

294 Pavoni a Avenue . 4 story basement brick
: ' dwelling 2 units - heat X

296 Favoni a Avenue 4 story basenent brick R

dwelling 3 units - no heat I

310 Pavonia Avenue 3 story basenent brick
dwelling 3 units - heat K

310 1/2 Pavonia Avenue 3 st ory basement brick
dwelling 2 units - heat X

341 Eighth Street 2 story fraae dweling
: 1 unit - heat X

339 1/2 EHghth Street 2 story frame dwelling
.- 1 unit - no heat X

339 EHghth Street 2 story franme dwelling
1 unit *~ no heat X

337

B ghth Street

2 story frame dwelling

) 1 unit - no heat
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335
335
367
365
1

, 03
361
350
345
343
343
357

355

‘|-1_-‘|,jI

1/2 Eighth Street

Eighth Street

Eighth Street

B ghth Street

B ghth Street

B ghth Street

Ei ghth Street
Eighth-Street
1/2 Eighth Street
Eighth Street
B ghth Street
Ei ghth Street

Eghth Street

NN NN

NN

N

o W

o w

story frame dwelling
unit ~ heat

story frane dwelling
units - heat

story brick commrerci al
units - heat

story brick dwelling
units - heat

story brick dwelling
units - no heat

story brick dwelling
units - heat -

story brick dwelling
units - no heat

story frame dwelling
units - heat

story brick dwelling
units - no heat

story brick dwelling
units - heat

story brick dwelling
units - no heat

story brick dwelling
units - no heat

story brick dwelling
units - no heat

X
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351 Eighth Street 3 story brick dwelling
6 units - no heat ¥
349 Eighth Street 2 story frame dwelling
2 units ~ no heat X
347 Eight Street 4 story frane dwelling .
4 units - no heat X
336 Eighth Street 2 story frame dwelling
_ 1 unit - no heat X
1]& 1/2 Eighth Street 2 story frame dwelling
1 unit - no heat X
346 Eighth Street 2 story frame dwelling
1 unit - no heat E
338 Ejhth Street 2 story frame dwelling .
1 unit - no heat Z
346 1/2 Eighth Street 2 story frame dwelling
1 unit - heat 4
340 Eighth Street 2 story frame dwelling
B : 1 unit - heat X
340 1/2 Eighth Street 2 story frame dwelling
2 units - no heat i
342 Eight Street 2 story frame dwelling
1 unit - no het X
344 Eighth Street 2 story frame dwelling
1 unit - no heat X

344 1/2 Eighth Street °

story frame dwelling
units - no heat
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352 Eighth Street
352 1/2 Eighth Street

354 E ghth Street

354 1/2 E ght Street
356 Eighth Street
J56 1/2 E ght Street
360 Eght.h Street
362 Eghth Street
364 Eighth Street
366 Eighth Street
348 Eighth Street
350 Eighth Street

358 Eghth Street

i|.
i
[
s

3

-
HTE -

N

N

N

N

=

0N bW ow ow

o W

story frane dwelling
units - no heat

story frame dwelling
unit = heat

story nasonry garage

story frame dwelling
unit e heat

story frame dwelling
unit «— heat

gtory frame dwelling
unit - heat

story brick dwelling
units - no heat

story brick dwelling
units - no heat

story brick dwelling
units - no heat

story brick commerci al
units - no heat

story frame dwelling
units - heat

story frame dwelling
units - no heat

story frame dwelling
units « hest

"a
_—lr ey,
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oD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: » CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY PPEHISTOPIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING ALANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE j_fELIGAtN
HOC 1493 AARCHEOLOGY HI&IQRIC -..CONSERVATION . LAW _EP.ERTA
1500 1539 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS . LITERATURt _.SCULPTUftE
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1700-1 799 __ARr ENGINEERING __MusIc .. THEATER
1800 1899 __COMMFRCH __EXPLOHATION'SETILEMCNT  APHILOSOPHY A TRANSPORTATION
1900- —COMMUNICATIONS AINDUSTRY _POLITICS'OOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
AINVENTION
, PECI FI C DATES BUI LDER/ ARCHI TECT

' L ' 1

STATEMENT OF SI GNI FI CANCE
V.

’
F

" Much of the! "analysis of the'significance of "the Hamllfoil Pdrk District has -'
been prepared by the architectural/historian Prof essor Henry Rus'sel H tchcock,

Portion's of Professor Htchcock*s Hstoric Dstrict "Designation-"Report for the . -
Ham I ton Park District is presented bel ow, ' L I A .

ettt Hamlton Park District » ' etV e e
. B L I ' 1, " L T T oao -l
The lower tovn of Jersey Gty grew up around three squares, Paulus Hook,

Ham I ton and Van Vorst, in the m ddl e decades of the last century. The earliest
of the three areas is that around Paulus Hook. The Jersey Gty story begins N
o'-' 1804 when Anthony Bey acquired property in the district that was soon taken
\x by a group called the Associates of the Jersey Conpany. At that point the
popul ation consisted of less than twenty. For thirty years and nmore, devel oprment
proceeded very slowy. Such edifices as the one that |ater becane the Hudson
Hotel, the house where Robert Fulton lived until his death in 1815 and the nore
consi derabl e one called "Prospect Park" of Richard Varick of 1816 on what becane
Essex Street, must have stood in alnmost total Isolation), A "Gty 'df "Jersey" or
of Jersey Gty within Bergen County was Incorporated in 1820, provided with a
new charter in 1829, and reincorporated in 18387 but'the' settlfetoent had'not grown -
much since’18G4.-"Iri 1834 there were, within the then agreed boundaries, only 170
houses' and when -ttie" first census-waa-taken iti-1840 t:her"e were 6nl $ 'sfeverdl thousand
i nhabitants. Hot surprisingly, few if any houses or other buildings before that
date have survived in recognizabl e shape, - .

Paulus Hook |Is not a square; it consists of four small opan spaces at the
corners of the Intersection of two streets. Hamlton Park 'is in the forner town of
Van Vorst which was annexed by Jersey City in 1851. It was this big square and the
somewhat snaller Van Vorst Park that were the locus of building production in the
1850's and succeedi ng decades. - - .

Rel evant dates in Jersey CGty's' history for the districts west of Paul us
Hook are the annexation of Hudson City and Bergen |n 1869 and of Geenville in 1873
when Jersey Oty also obtained a~new charter. - .

In the late" eighteenth century the land east' 'd Bergen HIl; between Cotanunl paw -
and Hoboken was divided between the Van Vorst estate (which included Paulus Hook)
idalarge tract'fornming/ alnost half of the area knowh as the "Dukes Farnt, fThe
uukes Farm had many conflicting clains of ownership. In 1809 however, they all
agreed to sell to John B. Goles. Mbst of the clainants wtre part owners of the
Vst India Oorrpany
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The residential square, of which HamIton Park is a good exanple , had |ong
been a major feature ot Angl o- Anerican town planning. The earliest war, Covent
Garden in London, laid out by the great architect Inigo Jones in 1631- For the
next two hundred years, squares were the finest urban elenents in Great Britain.
The nodel was early enulated in Arerica. Fifty years after Covent Garden* the
pl an of Permis town of Phil adel phia proposed no less than five squares and even
nore were provided early in the eighteenth century in the original plan for Charl eston.

In the first half of the nineteenth century nost of the cities on the eastern
seaboard had their squares, of which nore survive that the earlier eighteenth
century ones. ly part of one side of Washington Square in Minhattan, as built up
with the dty's finest row houses in the 1830's, is extant. From the next decade,
however, Lew shurg Square in Boston survives alnost intact. But the | argest and he”t

preserved were planned and largely built up in the mddl e century decades. These are
Jwhen the squares of Jersey Gty were established.

Al'though the finest single house that still stands in Jersey Gty, Ane which
has lately been restored and registered the so-called lonic House, dated from 1834,
the greater part of what survives in Hamlton Park and Van Vorst Park was carried
out in overlapping waves through the next forty years. The survival of a plan show ng
what had been built up by 1873 indicates how much that is still standing belongs to
the precedi ng decades.

Characteristically, the houses in both districts were built in groups, sone
actually extending for blocks, not only along the sides of the squares but in the
related streets. Some of the finest, however, though also raw houses, went up only
by threes and fours. Indeed, an exceptionally fine pair, a fill-in of the 189Gs
of what was still a gap in the 1873 plan, consists of only two. Their G ne Roman
brick work and discrete Renaissance trimof |imestone reflect the later utban
architecture of the leading architects of Mnhattan, at that date, MKim Mad, and
Wiite. But such "high style" is rare for rowhouses in Jersey City as in Manhattan,
and the characteristic range of identical houses throughout nost of Hanilton Park
Dstrict may best be described as Victorian vernacul ar.

The surveying map of Jersey City made in 1873 indicates precisely what |ot
had been built on by that date, a date when the post G vil War buil di ng boomwas

comng to a close with the financial panic of that year which was conmparable inits
effect to the situation after the crash of L929. Earlier dates in the 1840's and

50s nust be largely still a. matter of estimate. Certainly of early character, but
only as regards their still Geek Revival vernacul ar design and their placing, are
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Che houses with verandahs set well back fromthe street along the north side of
7th Street. Presumably, many row houses of brick could be of equally early date,
but the fact that their lots are not indicated as built on in the 1873 nmap nakes

clear that quite a few of the smaller ones - and sone are very snall indeed - are
of later date.

More interesting in the Hanilton Park District are the larger houses, the
greater part of themdating from 1865-73. Typical of this period are the range on
the west side of Jersey Avenue between Sixth and Seventh Streets and between Seventh
and Eghth Streets. Wth their high stoops, heavy segnental door and w ndow lintels
and richly noul ded cornices of tan color paint to resenble brawnstone, these are
fine and, for the tncsL part, well preserved exanples of the mid-Victorian brownstane
era. These relatively big houses are of three stories above high basements. Snmlar

houses, wusually narrower and only of two stories, survive in considerable nunber on
Y he side streets. .

: A rather different type of house, wth cast iron verandahs, recalling a

. little pre-Gvil War buildiag in southern cities, provides a less typically "brown-
stone!! range of -houses on the east side of Jersey Avenue between Seventh and Ei ghth

. Streets across from the range described above.

There are very few single or grouped houses of el aborate individual design,
such as the very handsome houses fronted with beige |imestone rather than brown-
stone, at 1-10 Paulnmer Place in the Van Vorst Park District to the south, but the
pair at 242-4 Seventh Street mght be mentioned for their exceptionally heavy and
el aborate Victorian lintels. These offer an instructive contrast to the three
houses to their left* The latter, dating probably fromthe 90's, seemin their
sinple but elegant browastone lintels and nodest cornices alnost |like a reversion
to the houses with”restrained Geek Revival detailing of the forties and into the
fifties that exist in some quantity in the Paulus Hook Di strict to the southeast.

It is not necessary to assune that there was no buil ding of houses in the
Ham I ton Park District before the annexation of the town of Van Vorst in 1851,
though there is no plan like that of 1873 to nmake clear what was in existence at
the md-century. |In particular the set-back row of houses on the north side of
Seventh Street between Erie and G- ove Streets, being of wood, nay well be previous
to 1851. Though they are already built in a. continuous roww th party walls they
are designed nore like free standing units though |inked by a continuous cornice
line at the front of their visible low pitched roofs and by the verandahs that run
eecross the lower stories of these rather small two-storied houses. Al nost none of

neir original wooden detail survives in original form yet the proportion and the
scal e have been preserved and judicious restoration could enhance their exceptional
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character in the district. But it is the groups of houses built after the md-
century and before 1873 that offer the nobst characteristic detailing - all generally
md-Victorian - in the Hanmilton Park District. The houses vary in size, sone

of themnuch less than the standard 25 foot wi dth. The bigger brick houses

and even sone of the narrower ones, such as those on the north side of Seventh

Street, are of three stories above a high basement, but many houses of al nost
i dentical design have only two stories.

Regardl ess of height and width, the architectural features of the facades
are renmarkably consistent. nly a few houses are faced with brownstone, but the
treatment of these varies ver> | ~Lie fiuc. that of the bigger brick houses. Heavy
cornices link the houses horizontally and these arc, throughout the 1860's and early i -
70's, very different fromthe sinple OGreek Revival ones seen on nmany of the earlier
‘ouses of the 40s in the Paulus Hook area. It is not easy to date the shift which
jobably began in the mid or even the early 50's, shortly after Van Vorst was
annexed and the district began to be urban rather than suburban, at least in
aspiration. But once scrolled brackets had been introduced as the bold three-
di nensi onal el enments of coraicea, tnay would uecr.t to hu.%& generally becone hea”i /i

and richer as the possibilities of execution in tin painted to look |ike brownstone
were realized.

Parallel with this cane an increase in the elaboration of portals and w ndow
lintels. Here the exploitation of possibilities of the mass-production of cast-
iron elements catered to the richer tastes of the decades that followed the md-
century. Were the "Geek Revival" houses of the Paulus Hook District and their
i nexpensi ve descendants, stil] being built after 1873, had echoed their sinple
cornices in the use of flat horizontal lintels, the characteristic lintels of the
60s and 70s were scgnental and projected fromthe wall plane. Throughout the

Hami | ton Park District there is considerable variety in the decorative treatnent
of these segraental lintels.

What were probably the earliest, of which there are not many that survive,
have rather delicate ornament. Later the ornanent is bolder. Several of the
earlier houses have rather el aborate portals simlar to those of the late 60's on
Manhattan's east side and in parts of Brooklyn. These doorways are round-arched
and have pedi mented hoods carried on carved brackets, for these portals are of
stone, not iron. The later portals, characteristic of the 70's, nerely have
broader and | arger-scal ed versions of the segmental lintels over the w ndows.

Cast iron was not only used for lintels. It had fromthe md-century been
consistently used for the railings that surround the grass plots before the houses
and on the stoops. The delicate scale of these gratings and the curvilinear

-
-
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ornament ati on suggest that the moulds in which the nmembers of the iron railings
were cast date fromthe 50's. But the noulds evidently long continued in use, for
identical railings are associated with houses that are certainly fifteen or twenty
years later in date. This is characteristic of the stability of design wi nch makes
so difficult the dating of individual houses and explains the urban consistency of
the district. Yet the Hamilton Park District is by no neans all filled with row
houses.  Though the public buildings, churches, schools, hospitals and factories,
bring some variety into the urban texture, providing by their bulk and their scale
accents in the characteristic residential texture, only a very few are of nuch
intrinsic interest. One church of interest is on the north si de of Pavcm a
Avenue mdway between Mormouth and Coles Streets. It is of rather unusual design
and anbiguous as to date. The delicacy of the very original detailing, if not the
dom nant pair of rcund-r,rr'.%a-l wr.i-,;-, rcElect thf rnnndpllinp, - or rebuild!:—- rf
1882 rather than ch* original of 1879, yet tU' general effect is rather of tne Ib30's.

> A grander edifice is S. Anthony's, actually beyond the western edge of the
istrict on Monmouth between 6th and 7th Streets. This is of nore conventional
Victorian Gothic design, yet actually very late in date, 1890-94. The hei ght of the
tower and the exceptional rock-faced masonry of granite plentifully trimmed with
brownstone - the light colored portals here arerondnrn- n.ike it nn rxceptic”l
accent in relation'to its nodest neighbors. Quite different, but simlarly con-

spi cuous because of its height, is the brick factory building on E ghth Street,
particularly as its neighbors are rather sinple houses that are of what nay be -

called "post-Geek Revival" character except for the brackets, here broadly spared,
that support the cornice.

The 1850's was a time when |arge nunbers of immgrants were flooding into
Jersey City. Many settled in the nei ghborhood near Ham |l ton Park, The need for a
mssion for the Catholic imigrants becane clear to Lhe Newark diocese. Thus in
Oct ober, 1855 a snall mission called St. Mchaels was started on Erie Street, The
ol dest parish record shows a baptismon Novenber 1, 1867. Sufficient funds to erect
the church were not collected until 1872 and the church was conpleted the follow ng
year and still remains at its sane |ocation today.

More attractive elenents in the total picture of the district are vari ous
firehouses, particularly that at 278 Sixth Street. Though not as tall as its
donesti ¢ neighbors, the big door gives a nore nonunental scale and the facade,
unlike that of any of the houses has certain architectural features - paired
pilasters and a broad crowning pedi ment - not found on any other houses.

. Al t hough hi gh-grade housing of the sort characteristic of the Ham |ton Park
"eistrict has survived in sonme quantity elsewhere in the New York nmetropolitan area
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Jersey dty's urbanistic heritage has been especially well preserved, in con-
si derabl e degree by "benign neglect". But a Linme coner, when positive mi.isiirch
of preservation aad not mere nininal maintenance are needed. The gradual dete-
rioration progresses nore rapidly and sonme rising sense of the values of the
district as a whole arc required to balance the worthy efforts of individual
owners to keep up and rehabilitate their properties.

The overall examination of such districts as those surrounding Paulus Hook
and Hanmilton Park is a necessary prelimnary to proposing standards of repair and

mai ntenance that will preserve and even enhance urbanistic values that are now
bei ng eroded. Fortunately Jersey dty's urbanistic heritage has been especially
wel | preserved, in considerable degree by "benign neglect". But a time cones

when positive neasures cf presc-rv”~tijn and not -ere ni nl mal maintenance are needed
The gradual deterioration progresses nore rapidly and sone rising sense of the

values of the district as a whole are required to balance the worthy efforts of
~nd-ividual owners to keep up and rehabilitate their properties.

The overall exam nation of such districts as those surroundi ng Paul us Hook
and Hamilton Park is a necessary prelimnary to proposing standards of repair and

mai nt enance that will preserve and "ven f”-incei urbanistic values that are now

bei ng eroded. Fortunately Jersey City considered both as a governnental entity and
as the suta of its individual' inhabitants and property owners, has cone to recognise
an obligation that is not, it nmay seem an obligation to its past but to its -

future. The basic physical preservation of the nineteenth century housing of
Jersey City is no longer in question. The days of area-w de bull-dozing are over.
But buildings can be destroyed by kinds of neglect that are not "benign" and by
ignorant proposals for the rehabilitation of individual houses whose visual and
historical value lies in good-neighborly handling of their repair and maintenance*

Happily, what is covered in the broadest sense by the terra "rnstoration”
has come Co be> understood not alone by professionals - sone of them indeed, were
rather slow to acquire an understanding of the social aspects of restoration they
t hought of primarily in terns of the architectural, as distinguished fromthe
urbani stic, worthiness of individual structures - but by an increasingly interested
and infornmed public. It is these social values, even nore perhaps than the purely

visual ones, that the handling of the Hanmilton Park District in the near future
shoul d regard and, where possible, enhance.

In conclusion, the proposed linmts of the proposed Hanmilton Park District
shoul d be noted. The greater portion is the roughly square section of which the
oark occupies the north-central area. The southern boundary is Sixth Street, from
" t west of Gove to Coles, including the north side of Ninth Street. But there
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is a narrow extension westward of Coles Street that included Pavonia Avenue as i,ir
dt> Monmout h and both sides of Eighth Street as far as Brunswick Street, It Is
inside these boundaries that the highest proportion of good Victorian housing
survives in a fair state of preservation." It mght be hoped however, that the

standards of nmaintenance and careful restoration to be established for the district
woul d be emul ated by the owners of conparabl e houses outside the formal boundaries
of the district.

NOTES
1. A exander Mlean, Hstory of Jersey City, Mw Jersey, (Jersey City; Jersey
Gt/ Printinglur.pj;r, i>$j,; ?2~. ~.
2. Ibid, pg, 50
LY
' l'bid, pg. 31.

4, Ibid. pg. 55*

5. Ibid, pg, 54.
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-, -ter line of Seventh Stroet .a.ud proceeds easterly to the intersectionol t'-<
Jhoor liv'jool Colts :"™yd%:. Irr <":i<"e it, prorei ds in ,1 nortlietiy dLrt”ct ;
, Jiscanoe of jou tei't, t,~ z.e:M>c->et.i-.u, Ll.li L'U center lineof. rlj;lith SL. ._
["rN;j there it proceeds ir. a v;i?@"rly direction aloay the uentur line ol Flight-
Street for a distance oi- X3 feet to the intersection with the easterly property
lir.c of 319 Ei_hth Street. Fro*, in.ere it prouuerJs in a westerly dlrectma r* - |,
tue rear lot Lines of Eighth Street: for a distance oi 696 feet to its intetbec:.iuu
srith the center line of Brunswick Strict. Fron t hore it procpeds in a aol'th”rlv
direction for a distance of 225 feet to the intersection with the northern [ ot
lines of Eighth Street. Fromt'nrre it proceeds in an easterly direction for a
cistance of 37i> feet and men northerly lor a distance of 145 feet to include ihw
western lot lines of Mnmuth Street- to its intersection with the center |ine of
tmnerassCioa U otue ceuccr line uz Juujuiaizu > i rdtt. . fitui thh-ce it prav..ols
i ur adistance of 225 feer totae intei.\-;v-ot.iCa of i _ue nortueruproperty lines oz
“ivonla Avenue for a distance of 380 feet and northerly for a distance of 130 eet
include the western property lines oC Coles Street to the intersection of the
Center line of Ninth Street. Then it proceeds easterly for a distance of 80 feet
£l ong the center line of N| nth Street to ir< intprsr-rtinn with the center 1<nt? r>-
il L T A E ..._... I T - - - - -
H distance of 145 feet to the i ntersect, |'on of the northern property lines of Ninth
Street, including St, Matthews Church, to the Intersection with the center |i u' of
Irie Street, for a distance of 945 feet. Fro-i there it proceeds in a southerly
c.j.rt.ecnion for & wuistance' o, 4UJ i«tL «ou®, LW teri, 0" x*tiu oil Lrie olrtitstj to Lue
irtersection with the center line of Pavonta Avenuu. i'romthere it proi _ec;lb ia an
cdsterly direction for a distance of 33 ft*-c alo.ig Lin_- tuntui: line ol P&cula
Avenue to its intersection with eastern property line ui. JO Pavoaia Avenue, at, if
e=.-;t;ended  From thert', ir proceeds, in a seutN'ily directi”n alJnug tlio carter- ,-r-~
party line, of 201 Pavonia Avenue, 2WU Light u Strnet, 201 Lighrh Street, 20- iever.tii
Street, 199 Seventh Street and 200 Sxt'a Str~cL for a distance oi OOU ferL |-. ™M\~
;int and place of begir.ring.

S - L

15 580190 uEo ha
135'ABo 15 C::9C
16 980700 li$CGICC

I IB 58C770 Lo hgn
18 530770 L&t&Tac
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Cctober n, ]982

Ms. Carol Shull

Chi ef of Registration

Nati onal Register of Historic Places
Nati onal Park Service

Departnent of the Interior

Washi ngton, D C 20240

Dear Ms. Shull: '

| am pl eased to nomnate the Ham | ton Park Historic
District Extension to the National Register. Thin extension
I's being appended to the current Hamlton Park Ui stoiic
District, Jersey City, Hudson County which was entered onto
the National Register on January 25, 1979.

The extension has received the majority approval fiorn
the New Jersey State Review Board, All procedures were-
followed in accord with the interimregulations published In
t he Federal Register on Novenber 16, 1981 and your Novenber
6, 1931 letter.

Shoul d you want further information concerning this
application, please feel free to cal 1 Susanno Hand, Chi ef ,
fi

Ofice of Historic Preservation at (609) 292-2078.
f>inrorril,
1 . 1
'i L i , I:'"

Al

Hel en C. Fenske
Assi st ant Conmi ssi oner
for Natural Per.ourros

Encl osur e
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Ham | t on Park Hi storic District Kxtension
Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey

Ham | ton Park Historic District is a well preserved m d-19th -
early 20th century residential area surrounding an attractive 19th
century urban park. This proposed extension projects the Jersey
Avenue boundary to the intersection of 10th Street to include seven
structures and four vacant parcels of Jand. Four of the buil dings
(including a double building on two |lots) are late 19th - early 20th
century apartment houses or tenenents, four to five stories, four to
five bays, brick with stone or terra cotta trim simlar to other
tenenents along Ninth Street and other areas of the original dis-

trict. The fifth contributing building is an early 20th century
garage, simlar in style to the residences. The sixth is a five
story brick warehouse with Romanesque detailing. The one non~

contributing structure is a nodern brick garage. Al t hough noot of
the buildings are in poor condition and have m ssing w ndows and
some damaged lintels and stoops, they retain a relatively high |evel
of integrity. Original entrances, detail ing, cornices and a corner
storefront are extant on these buildings.

709 Jersey Avenue (Block 322, Lot 3), Five stony brick
tenement with eclectic brick, stone and terra cotta
detailing. Taller and nore elaborate than the other
residential buildings, it features square headed and round
arched w ndows, decorative spandrels and tower-liko end
bays, creating a distinctive roof I|ine.

711 Jersey Avenue (Block 322, Lot: T). Four story late
Italianate brick tenement. Brownstone sills with incised
Neo- Grecian detailing. Projecting bracketed cornice.

712-714 Jersey Avenuee- (Block 285, Lots 23 and 24A}.
Five story double brick tenement with eclectic Romanesque
and Renai ssance detailing in brick, metal and stone.
Appears to be single building, but has tw entrances and
looks like a pair. Features intact corner store, col™
| onetted entrances, an arcade of round arched w ndows at
the top story, and square-panoled bracketed cornice.



FHR-t—2 {1F-TH

United States Department of the interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ltem number ¥

Description (continued)

716-722 Jersey Avenue (Block 286, Lot @), Now Jer sey
War ehouse, Late 19th century Victorian Romanesque' brick
war ehouse. Features segmental and round arched w ndows,
corner entrance, arcaded fifth story windows and patterned
brick cornice. Wndows on upper floors have been filled
in.

263 Tenth Street (B ock 322, Lot S. Four story, three
bay late Italianate brick residence, inci sed stone I|in-
tels, bracketed cornice.

247 Tenth Street (Block 285, Lot 24B). Early 20th century
one story brick garage wi th stone trim panelod brick
detailings, rosettes. '

249 Tenth Street {Block 285, Lot 25), Modern one story
brick garage. Non-contributing*

The vacant lots are 707, 713, 708 and 710 Jersey Avenue (Bl ock
322, Lots 4 and U, , and Block 285, Lots 21 and 22),

This extension includes good, intact exanples of a significant
Ham I ton Park building type - the early 20th century tenenent. It
shows the architectural and social evolution of the district from
predom nantly single famly rowhouses -to the interspersed nultiple
dwel ling of simlar scale and good quality architectural detailing.
Extending the district to Tenth Street also provides a better-
defined edge to the district. Beyond these new boundaries are
vacant lands on Tenth Street west of Jersey Avenue and either
intrusi ons, vacant |ands or non-residential buildings on Tenth
Street east of Jersey Avenue. New Jersey Warehouse, at the corner
of Tenth Street and Jersey Avenue was included as a gateway to the
district. Although it differs in use from the predom nantly resi-
dential character of the district, New Jersey Warehouse is a hand-

~..sone inposing and intact building of the period,
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Ham | ton Park Hi storic Di strict Extension
Conti nuati on Sheet *
CGeogr aphi cal Data - page 1

Ver bal Boundary Description

Begi nning at the Northeast corner of Block 285, Lot 25 proceed North
to the Sout heast corner of Block 286, Lpt G Thence, proceed to the
northeast corner and the northwest corner of said property. Thence,
proceed South along said property projecting a line to the northwest
corner of Block 285, Lot 24A Thence, proceed west across Jccsey
Avenue to the northwest corner of Block 322, Lot S. Thence, proceed
south to the southwest corner oC Block 322¢ Lot 4, Thence, proceed
east along said property and across Jersey Avenue to the sout heast
corner of Block 285, Lot 25. Thence, proceed north along said pro-
perty to the point of beginning. )
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Ham | t on Park Hi storic Di strict Extension
Conti nuati on Sheet
Pi opcrty Omership ~ page 1

City of Jersey City
280 Grove Street
Jersey City, New Jersey 07302

Re: B. 285, Lt. 2413 '
St. Mchael's R C. Church

252 Ninth Street

Jersey City, New Jersey 07302

Re: B. 285, Lt. 25

Taroco Enterprises, Inc.

14 Hanpshire Road

Washi ngt on Townshi p, New Jersey 07675
Re: B, 286, L. GI| - Jersey Cty
Jersey City Redevelopment Ag<®ney

3000 Koum-dy Moul »>v.ml

Jersey City, New Jet soy 07306

Re: B. 285, Ls. 21, 22, 23, 24A
B. 322, Ls. 3, 4 S T, O
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THOMAS J. IJRANB

Aﬁ'"ﬁ' lﬂff EXECUTIVE

JOSEPH J. SWEENEY
CHAIBMAjt g FERELTI S BseTon
CURTIS A. JOHN8OST =5 FRANK V. BTTKKE, Rie.
V»Cl,"CM<UI1IM»W TONFEL
Jensey CITY REDEVKLOPMKNT AGENCY —

GERALD mcira Wi
MAYOft

HICHAEL. J. DAHRKTT
WUV RALPH IfflOWEH
XIOUINK-K CALEO

3000 KENNEDY BLVD. ¢*+ JERSEY CITY. N. J. 07306-3887

SILVANA KAMENSKI OL1)»BIJ> 0-0517
BEHNK-K MKVEHINI

February 25, 1982

M. Sud@inne C Hand, nief il hPﬂ&EEEp
Departnent of Environmental Protection i
Revi ew and Conpliance Section

109 Vst State Street L 1
Trenton, New Jersey 08625

Re: Nnth Sreet Redevel opnent Proj ect
Hamlton Park Hstoric Dstrict Extension

Dear Ms. Hand:

In response to your |letter of February 16, 1982, please be
advised that the Jersey Gty Redevel opment Agency whol eheartedly supports
the inclusion of its properties into the Hamlton Park Hstoric Dstrict
Extension, The Agency is devel oping two separate rehab projects on the
properties it ows in the extension, the rehab plans will be devel oped in
accordance with the Secretary of Interior's Quidelines and seek Tax Act

certification.

For clarification purposes,the properties owed by the Jersey Gty
Redevel oprent Agency to be included in the Hamlton Park Hstoric D strict
Extension are Gty Block 322 Lots 3, 4, S, Tand Uand Aty Bl ock 285
'__.__'l"'ﬁ"’ Lots 21, 22, 23, 24A and 23B, | would like to thank you for having the
above included on the Agenda for your neeting of March 18, 1982, If you
have any questions, please call.

Cﬂ_q,h_ v Paneel e er- Very truly yours,
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
N HELEN C FENSK2, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER
CN4Q2
TRENTON, NJ. 08625
609-292-3541

Cct ober 26, 19S7

Ms. Carol Shull _

Chief of Registration _
National Register of Hstoric Places
National Park Service

Departrment of the Interior

Washi ngton, D C 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

| am pleased to nomnate the Harsinus Cove H storic
Dstrict, Jersey AQty, Hudson County, New Jersey to the
Nat i onal Regi ster,

This application has received majority approval fromthe
New Jersey State Review Board. Al procedures were followed
in accordance with regulations published in the Federal Register.

Shoul d you want any further information concerning this
application, please contact Ms, Nancy Zerbe, Adm nistrator of
the Ofice of New Jersey Heritage, OCN 404, Trenton, New Jersey
08625 or call her at (609) 292-2028,

Si ncerely,

ucéa_,ﬁfM

Hel en C. Fenske
Deputy State H storic
Preservation O ficer
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1. Name

historic Harsimusg fpve H tocic Disbeick.. e
and or common

2. Location

Street & number  Multiple y NA not for publication
cty lown  Jersey City = __ - vicinity of
state New Jersey code 034 county Hudson code 017
3. Classification
il ki
Category Ownership Statue Present Use
___ X district public X occupleq __agriculture museum
_w_» building(s) .~ private __-_unoccupied X—commercial — Ik
. Structure  _iL_ both work in progress ~—_educational N private residence
__.. Site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment ___religious
..,» ODbject in process yes:restricted ___ government ___, scientific
being considered _ 2L yes: unrestricted —. industrial transportation
WA ___ho — military TMTM other:
4. Owner off Property
name Multiple
street & number
city, town —~—— vicinity of state
a4
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of q'g'eg‘s‘gt_c. Office of the Clerk of Hudson _County
dregt 4 number Gounty Admnistra/tion Buil di ng, 595 Newark Avenue
city, town Jersey Gty state New Jersey 07306
ekl bk
6. Represeontation in Existing Surveys
Jersey City Historic Sites |Inventory
tHle Phases 1 and LI this property been determined eligible? —— s _j m@
date 1981 (Phase 1) ans 1985 JEMsellJL oo lederal _._ sl coumly - foos
depogjtory lor survey records Office., of ...... New Jersey Heritage, Cff 404,
om/. town Trenton | Hew_ Jargmy 086_25

State

—_—



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

»Jl  excellent . deteriorated ____unaltered _*L original site

_-Jlgood ___ruins MJE altered ™ moved date . .
_~Xfair __unexposed

——r— —_ J— — — —_— —_———

Describe the precent and original (if known) physical appearance

The Harsinus Cove Hstoric District is a distinct urban residential
nei ghbor hood that devel oped during the second half of the nine-
teenth centurY largely in response to activity on the nearby .
waterfront related to the railroads and industry. The district is
characterised by bl ocks of well-preserved Italianate rowhouses

that have historically housed the famlies of workers as well as
prom nent busi nessnen. Predom nantly brick, three stories high above
a raised basenment and two or three bays w de, they typically have
bracketed wood cornices, browstone straight or arched lintels,

high stoops with decorative iron railings and doubl e entrance doors.
There are 431 properties in the district, over eighty-two percent

of which retain their architectural integrity and contribute to the
character of the district,

. Introduction * !

The Harsimus Cove Hstoric Dstrict is located in downtown Jersey

Adty, Hudson County, New Jersey. The neighborhood originally
extended on the east to Harsinus Cove, which was eventual
elimnated by landfill undertaken by the railroads during the
second half of the nineteenth century. The present eastern boun-

dary runs fromthe rear lot lines of contenporary inconpatible
houses on Manila Avenue (GQove Street) fromSxth to First Street,
but includes one block of Mnila between First and Bay Streets

still retaining architectural |ntegr|t¥. O the north, the rail-
road viaduct separates Harsinus Cove fromthe Hamlton Park Hstoric
District. On the west, the district is bounded by Coles Sreet,
beyond which is an_lncrea3|n8hrat|o of buildings that have been
altered unsynpathetically. the south, the oundarg weaves j ust
north of Newark Avenue to include intact portions of blocks,

I, Bui | ding Categories

O the 431 properties within the district, 21 are vacant. There
are 38 "key" buildings of outstanding architectural and historical
significance. "Contributing" buildings include 317 rowhouses

and tenenents, which give the district its prevailing character.

A contributing building is usually one built between 1850 and 1870
that retains nost of its historic fabric or because of their size,
massing, materials and setbacks, still harnonizes with the overall
character of the district, "intrusions" are structures that detract
fromthe character of the district, having no relationship to it
in age, physical features or historicity. There are 7 intrusions
inthe district. '



8. Significance

Period Areat of Significance—Check and justify below
_, prehistoric _.. archeology-prehistoric _ _ community planning - . landscape architecture ___religion
_1400-1499  _ - _ archeology-historic . ._ conservation --_ law ___science
1500-1599 _ agriculture .___economics -- literature ™ sculpture
1600-1699 -X- architecture ., €ducation ___military -X- social/
- A 1700-1799 ™ art —. engineering ____music humanitarian
_ X 1800-1899 ™ commerce ™ exploration/ settlement __ philosophy —-_. theater
__X190Q~ _____communications JC industry JC- pofilics/government  .___transportation
invention - other (specify)

Specific dates mid~19th to c. 1926 Bulldar/Architect Multiple

LR T T I RN i

A ——

Statement of Significance (In >ne paragraph)

The Harsinus Cave H storic Dstrict is an excellent exanple of a
| ate nineteenth century, mddle- and working-class, residential
nei ghbor hood that grew up rapidly in response to activity on the
nearby waterfront related to the railroads and industry. Architec-
turally, the district is characterized prinmarily by bl ocks of two- and
three-story Italianate rowhouses built between 1850 and 1887. However,
the streetscape is further enhanced by nunerous i ndividual structures-
churches, schools and public buildi ngs—shi ch are outstandi ng exanpl es
- of the Geek Revival, Gothic Revival, Romanesque Revival, and Renal s-
sance Revival styles. Mst inportantly, the Harsinmus Cove Hstoric
Dstrict has retained its architectural integrity and a distinct presence
of its history as one of Jersey Aty's oldest comunities.

Early H story

The district was originally part of a |larger area know as Harsi nus

or Ahasinus, probably an Indian nane. Harsinus included all of
present-day Jersey Aty lying east of the Palisades except for Paul us
Hook, a sandy hill that was separated fromHarsinus by a salt narsh

ext endi ng from Gor anuni paw Cove to Harsi nus Cove and roughly from

Warren Street to Manila Avenue{Gove Street). (I) Until the Revol ution,
Har si nus was nmarshland dotted with a few fertile hills which at

hi gh tide wereal nost surrounded by water. (2)

The first European claimto this |land cane in 1630 when M chael Pauw,
Burgeneester of Ansterdam and a director of the Dutch Wést I|ndia
Gonpany, received a deed to the shore between Communi paw and Véehawki n. (3)
d ven the nane Pavonia ("land of peacocks” in Latin) in honor of Pauw,
by 1663 the settl ement contai ned two Dutch honest eads, one at Convrmun-

i paw and one at Harsinus.(4) A year later the Dutch Wst India Conpany
purchased the land from Pauw and sent Cornelius Van Vorst as their
representati ve to Pavonia. Al though Van Vorst settled at Harsinus

near the present intersection of Henderson and Fourth Streets (5), nost
seventeenth century settlenment was in Bergen west of the Palisades
where a fortified village was established in 1661.

Wien the English succeeded the Dutch in New Netherlands, Charles Il
granted to his brother the Duke of York all the land |lying east of the
Del aware River. Fromthis grant came the nane Duke's Farmfor the
Harsi nus area. The Duke of York granted East Jersey to Sir CGeorge
Carteret who appointed his brother Philip Governor of the colony* In
1668 Philip gave a new charter to Bergen which at that tine covered
nearly all of present-day Jersey Aty and Bayonne.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See attached.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _8pprax. &t

Quadrangle name Jersey City Quadrangle scale -JU24Q0.Q.
UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

— el

See attached.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries NA

state code county code

—r S raTrer Ll - - o —a & - AT E o o — e —

state code county , code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Beth Sullebarger & Meredith Arms

e — e—ma -— - == omT 7T

organizetion Sullebarger Associates ase DG6/11787

78 Essex Street telephone 201-332-E53%

w —— 4 PR —— —

street & number

city or town Jersey City state New jorsey

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

_ national .. e X ko

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public taw 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
. according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the*Natlonal Park Service.

Deputy
State Historic Preservation Officer migial 4_“_#‘5

we Assistant Comm ssioner for Natural Resources MI%/P.;

. il
For NPS MS«onty
| hereby cwitfty that this property Is Included In the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

AtfcMt' date
Chi* of Registration
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[1]. Har si nms Cove Characteristics

As in Hamlton Park and Van Vorst Park Hstoric Districts, the
streets in Harsimus Cove were laid out in a grid plan, although
without a park. The grid is intersected diagonally by Newark
Avenue on the southern edge of the district, creating irregularly
shaped blocks. As illustrated by the acconpanying naps, nost of
the structures in the district were built between 1850 and 1887,
al though a number of tenenments and larger structures were
constructed during the late nineteenth century and early part of
the twentieth century. Goups of pre-1850 residences, ‘sone of
which mght predate the earliest known structures in the Hamlton
Park Hi storic District, can still be found*throughout the

nei ghborhood. The devel opment of Harsinus Cove 1s further
reflected in its churches, public institutions, and commerci al
structures, built in the popular styles of their tine.

The streetscape, created by rows of houses, whether of brick or
frame construction, of high style or vernacular, is a ngjor
element in the definition of the character of Harsimus Cove. Its
inportance lies in the total effect of the rowhouses--built
singly, in ﬁalrs, or in groups ranging fromthree to twelve
uni ts—and the resulting variety of cornice heights, rhythm of
the wi ndows, rows of high stoops, and fenced-in front yards. In
addition, details such as original ironwork, elaborate doorways
and decorative lintels contribute to the distinct historic
character of Harsinus Cove. The intact blocks of rowhouses
reflect the rapid devel opment of the area durln% the nineteenth
gﬁnEU{y as well as the inportance placed upon the streetscape at
at tinme.

The majority of the nineteenth-century buildings and their
original architectural details still remain intact. Although
many have undergone alterations in recent years, their scale,
massing and uniformrows give the area a distinct and cohesive
sense of history and Qontan|t¥, time and place. Vhlle_nanY of
the buildings are of interest tor their individual architectura
significance, they gain significance in relation to one anot her.

|V, Architectural Styles

As stated above, the overwhelmng mgjority of buildings in the
Harsimus Cove Historic District are of the Italianate style,
built between 1850 and 1887, However, there are also good

I ndi vidual exanples of other contenporary and later styles—&eek
Revival, Gothic Revival, Ronmanesque Revival, Renaissance Revival
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and Beaux Arts.

In 1850, there were over 200 structures standing in Harsinus
Cove, which was one of the older settlenents in Jersey Cty. The
first structures were sinple wood-franme houses, reflecting a

G eek Revival influence. Now very rare, sone exanples still
remain, as follows:

265-269 Second.Street (Photo #16A): these two-story wood-frame
coftages burlt before 1850 were identified as the "D.S. Gegory
Cottages" on the 1850 map of Je_rse?/] Gty and Van Vorst Township
They still have their steeply pitched roofs, si n‘FIe porches and
long parlor w ndows, 265 retains the original clapboard siding.

267-283 Third Street (Photo #30, #31): also built before 1850,
these residences were |abeled the Sisson Cottages on the 1850
map. Al though only one of the nine cottages is still clad in
wood siding, these franme structures may be sone of the oldest in
the area.

Because of fire and rot, nost wood franme structures were replaced
early on by brick rowhouses. Mdst of these structures were
vernacul ar exanples, built between 1850 and 1887, in the styles
of the period—&eek Revival, Italianate and Gothic Revival.

In many cases, Qeek Revival structures were altered in the late
nineteenth century with Italianate and Gothic Revival details,
Good exanples of early brick rowhouses are as follows:

27-33 Erie Street (Photo #78): Built prior to 1850, these brick
two-story, three-bay rowhouses are set back from the street, as
Is typical of the o,Ider buildings. Representative of a sinple,
vernacul ar Geek Revival style, they have stone door lintels and
w ndow sills and small dentilled wood cornices. Several
alterations have been made on individual buildings, such as new
stoops, new doors, alum num awnings and brickfacing. Two have
doubl e dorner wi ndows projecting fromtheir pitched roofs.
Despite alterations, these houses remain historically inportant
because of their age and their type.

286-298 Fourth Street (Photo #45): Built c. 1860, this row of
thrée-story, three-bay brick houses, includes sonme good exanples
of Greek Revival. Although sone of the facades have been

bri ckfaced or stuccoed to resenble brownstone, they share
dentilled wood cornices and straight, nolded stone lintels and
sills. 298 Fourth Street remmins as an intact exanple.
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Xtalianate is the predom nant style of the district and is
]{e Iresent ed in both individual key buildings and rows, as
ol | ows:

569 Jersey Avenue (Pnhoto #066): Built c, 1870, this three-story
pl US basenent, "three-bay brownstone house is of a high Italianate
styl e, exceptional for the district, |Its nonumental proportions,
bol dly ornamented cornice and segneatal | y-arehed w ndows capped
on the first story by alternating triangular and arched
pedimented lintels create an effect of grandeur, which marks
Jersey Avenue as the location of some of |ower Jersey Gty's

finest hones.

548-562 1/2 JerseyAvenue (Photo #63): dating fromc, 1860, this
bl ock of twelve buildings, stretching between First and Second
Streets, is the finest row of Italianate rowhouses in the
district. The facades, practically unchanged, are characterised
by the typical, attenuated proportions, bracketed wood cornices,
arched lintels, arched door hoods supported by brackets, panelled
doubl e entry doors, high brownstone stoops with original cast
iron railing.

Exanmpl es of Gothic Revival in Harsinus Cove are limted mainly to
churches, but also include a few houses:

Grace Van VorstChurch, 35 Erie Street (Photo #80): l'isted
individually in the National Register in 1979, this church was
built in the 1850s, Wth the adjacent rectory, the church is
among the few brownstone structures in the district. The pointed
arches and quatrefoil w ndow details reflect the influence of the
Gothic Revival style of the early through mid-nineteenth century.
Both the church and rectory were designed by architect Detlef

Li enau.

St, Bpni face_. Church, 262 First Street (Photo #12): a fine
exanple of Victorian Gothic church design, the cornerstone of St.
Boni face was laid on May 8, 1865, and the facade conpleted in
1869. Oiginally built to accommpdate a |large German catholic
popul ation that had imm grated to Jersey City during the 1850s
and 60s, the church today supports a parish which is largely
Puerto Rican. The church bells were acquired in 1897 and w ndows
were painted in Innsbruck, Austria and installed in 1896,

North Baptist Church and Chapel, 596-602 Jersey Avenue (Photo
#70): Built c. 1880, this red brick Victorian Gothic church,
North Baptist Church exhibits the use of polychronmy, terra cotta
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and nol ded brick decorative details. Stylistically, it is
typi cal of many churches and public buildings of the late
ni neteenth century.

579 Jersey Avenue (Photo #67A): c. 1840. Despite the
application of perraastone to the facade, this one~and-a half-
story, wood-frame residence still retains characteristics of the
Carpenter Gothic style such as asynmetrical massing, projectin

, bay w ndows and pointed gables. "The 1938 tax records record that
the building original I?/ had cl apboard siding and decorative
bargeboards at the gables.

The Queen Anne style was used only occasionally in the district,
of which one exanple is the follow ng;

606 Jersey Avenue (Photo #72): c. 1880. The rusticated _
brownstone firrst story, projecting oriel w ndow ornamented with
classical details, and round-arched wi ndow and door openings,
indicate the influence of the Queen Anne style,

As in Gothic Revival, exanples of Romanesque Revival are
primarily churches, hut also include a firehouse,

The Association of Exenpt Firemen Building, 244 Bay Street (Photo
#).  This Ronanesque-inspired pbuilding has a rough stone first
story, an arched entrance, proFgectl ng oriel, adding to the visual
variety of the streetscape. epl acing an earlier 1847 structure,
this structure is inportant to Rarsinus Cove, both historically
and architecturally, having served as town hall for Van Vorst
Township and a police station as well as a fire station,

lglesla Pentacostal Bet hsai da (SecondPresbyterian Church),.
244-248 Third Street (Photo #28?1:_ originally built as the Second
Presbyterian church in 1869, this red brick structure is a sinple
Romanesque Revival basilica with round arched wi ndows, an arcaded
corbelled brick architrave and a wood cornice. The facade is
divided in three parts by slender projecting towers. The two
side entrances have stone archivolts wth keystones.

St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church, 250-256 Second Street (Photo
#I5): A yelTow brick Byzantiné Romanesqué basiTica, St. Mary's
was nmodel ed after the Cathedral of Monreale in Palerno, Sicily
(1167), Built on foundations which were laid in 1901, it replaced
an earlier church which was destroyed by a tornado. The
architect, Robert J. Reiley, created an inpressive interior space

whi ch features a barrel vaulted nave, w de aisles, and a half
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donme in the apse decorated with glass nosaics.

In the late 1880s, nore classical styles—Beaux Arts and

Renai ssance Revival —eanme into fashion. Structures began to show
a new i nportance placed on nonunental massing, the grand entrance
and use of Renaissance el ements such as col ums, pedinents and
arcades. In Harsinus Cove, buildings erected at the turn of the
century such as P.S No. 2 and the Police Station, both on Erie
Street, reflect this devel opment.

Public School No. 2. 60-66 Erie Street (Photo #82): Built in
1902 by architect John Rowl and, Jr., "P.S No. 2 replaced an ol der
school ~ and originally housed fourteen classroons for P“”HYY and
grammar school students. Like many of Rowl and's public buildings
throughout Jersey City, P.S 2 was designed in a Beaux Arts
style, with strong tripartite division of the facade, a heavy
projecting cornice, and pronounced keystones.

Police Headquarters, 8 Erie Street (Photo #77): Formerly the New
Jersey and New York Tel'ephorie Company Bui | di ng, Police
Headquarters was designed in the Beaux Arts style. The facade of
this yellow brick, three-story building is divided in five bays
with two-story arched openings at the upper floors resting on
heavy multi-story pilasters. =~ The windows within these arches are
divided by terra cotta spandrels and pilasters. Col ossal

embel i shed” lonic pilasters mark the corners, supporting a
dentilled cornice. The first-floor bays are infilled wth |arge
steel windows. The rectangular central entrance has been altered
with ceramc veneer and new netal doors. The side and rear

el evations are red brick and nuch sinpler in design.
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V. Individual Property Listing Photo #

BAY STREET: Bl ocks 241, 242

216 Bay Street: Vacant

218 Bay Street: [ ntrusion
Daf e unknown

(ne-story wood frame car repair shop,

220 . Bay Street: Contributing
Italianate, ca. 1865

Three stories plus basenment; wood frane covered with asphalt
shingle; three bays wide. Door altered.

222-224 Bay Street: Contributing

———

Ttalianate, ca. 1865

Two red brick houses, three stories plus basenent, bracketed wood
cornices and original iron fences.

226 Bay Street: Contributing
[talianate, ca. 1850

Two stories plus basenent; wood frame covered with al um num
siding; Victorian stoop.

228 Bay Street: Vacant

227-229 Bay Street: Contri buting . #4

Victorian Romanesque, ca. 1915

Two connected buff brick tenenents, four stories plus basenent;
seven bays (4 at 229 and 3 at 227) with arch-headed wi ndows on
first and fourth floors, stone lintels and string coursing,
original fire escapes and iron fence at areaway.

230 Bay Street: Contributing #3
[talTanate, ca. 1860

Three stories plus basenent, three bays, covered with brickface,
wood cornice, stone lintels and coursing; entrance altered.
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231 Bay Street: Cont r.i“buti ng
Italianate, ca. 1900

Fi ve-story, four-baY 3rey- brick tenement with arched w ndows,
bracketed and denti | ed corni ce wth stepped parapet. Ornamental
fire escape. Storefront on first floor is altered.

232 Bay Street: Non- contri buti ng
Date unknown

(ne-story garage,

233 Bay Street: Contributing
Italianate, ca. 1890-1900

(ne-story remains of red-brick apartnent building with decorative
brick and terracotta frieze and coursing. Segmentally arched

wi ndows with projecting keystones. Stoop and ironwork renoved,
doorway filled in,

235 Bay Street;  Contributing
[talranate, ca. 1880

Five-story, four-bay, red brick tenement with Neo-Gec lintels.
Corni ce renmoved, storefront altered, w ndows bl ocked.

BAY STREET: Bl ocks 274, 275

242 Bay Street: Non-contributing #6
G eek Revival, ca. 1850, altered -

Two stories with attic, wood-frame structure with pernmastone
facing. Presently used as a bar with residential use above,
Al't hough this is one of the earliest buildings in the district,
it has been substantially altered.

244 Bay Street: Key #7
Eclectic wth Romanesque influence, 1847
Associ ation of Exenpt Fireman, a.k.a. "The Gong C ub”

Three-story, four-bay, buff brick structure with stone facing a-
first stor){]. The ground floor has a side entrance and a gara?e
door, which was originally arched, but enlarged and squared-off

ca. 1950. Above the garage door is an netal clad oriel w ndow.

The facade also has stone lintels and band coursing, and aa
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el aborate netal cornice with a pedimented gable. It is flanked
by paired polished granite pilasters and arched wi ndows with

mol ded brick janmbs. The door surround is stone, with a segnental
arch with projecting keystone, resti n% on granite colonnettes.
Oiginally serving as town hall for the forner Van Vorst Township
from 1847 to 1851, this structure subsequently served as a
firehouse and became a police station in the 1930°'s. It is now
known as the "Gong O ub™ and occupied by the Association of
Exenpt Firenen.

FI RST STREET: Bl ocks 242, 243

209 _First Street: Non- contri buti ng

Twentieth century, one-story, brick comrerci al buil di ng.

211-221 First Street: Contri buti ng #8
Ttal | anat e, ca. 1870s

Aow of six four-story, three-bay, brick buildings with stone
lintels, wood cornices, original doors, and original ironwork.
Nurmber 217 is faced with stone.

226.-228 First Street: Contri buting
Italianate, ca. 1880

Two brick structures, both four stories plus basenent, four bays.
Facade has pilasters with corbelled bandi ng, an el aborate
pedi ment and bracketed wood cornice. Recently rehabilitated.

230 Firgt Street: Vacant

232 First Street: Contributing
Ital1anate, ca. 1860

Brick building with three stories plus basement, three bays,
brownstone lintels and bracketed wood cornice. _ Entrance altered.

234 First Street: Contributing
Italianate, ca, 1850

Two stories plus basenent, three bays, brick building with
brownstone |lintels and bracketed wood cornice.

235 First Street: Contributing
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Ital i anate, ca. 1860-1870

Four stories, four bays, brick structure with arched stone
lintels and bracketed wood cornice, G ound floor altered.

236-236...1/2-238 First Street: Contri buting #9
allanate, cCa.

Row of three brick rowhouses, three stories plus basenent, three
bays, wth brownstone lintels and bracketed wood cornice

FI RST STREET: Bl ocks 275, 276

240-246 First Street: Contributing #10
I'tal ranate, ca. 1860

Five red brick rowhouses, three stories, three bays, wth arched
stone lintels and door hoods, bracketed wood cornices and sone
original ironwork.

245 First Street: Contri buting
I'tal 1 anat e, ca, 1860- 70

Two stories plus basenent, three bay house wi th pernastone
facade. Bracketed wood cornice.

250 First Street: Key #11
Forner ot. Boniface Convent
CGothic Revival, 1872

Built shortly after St. Boniface Church, the convent is a red
brick Victorian Gothic structure, 3 stories with basenent and
mansarded attic. Originally extending across five lots, the
northernnost section was altered in the 20th century, retaining
only the mansard roof. The massing is broken by a projecting
section containing the entrance with a pointed arched door
surround. The arched wi ndows are grouped in twos and threes with
limestone at the inposts. The slate mansard roof is pierced by
dormers with decorative bargeboards.

258-260 First Street: Key #12
St. Boniface Church
Victorian Cothic, 1865

A red brick Victorian Gothic church, St. Boniface has a single
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portal and side towers. Decorative details include pointed
arched openings with |imestone surrounds, circular w ndows,
corbelled brick arcaded coursing and wood cornice with carved
frieze. Although the front stoop was recently altered, $t.
Boni face retains nost of its original configuration.

262 First Street: Contributing
. Boniface Rectory
1860, altered

A three-story red brick rowhouse with basenent, the rectory
aPpears.to have first been built in the Geek Revival style, wth
flat painted stone window lintels and sills. However, thic
details were added, probably ia the 1870s, to convert it to the
style of the church and convent, specifically the pointed arcaded
wood cornice and a nmetal clad canopy over the doorway.

264-6 First Street: Contributing
talTdnate, ca. 165

Two brick rowhouses, three stories plus basement, three bays.
264 has arched stone lintels and door hoods. 266 has bracketed
wood corni ce,

268 First Street: Contributing
[tal1anate, ca. 1870

One-story plus basenment brick extension of 548 Jersey Avenue.

FI RSTSTREET: Blocks 312, 313
272 First Street: See 547 Jersey Avenue.

274 First Street: Non-contributing
20t h-century

One-story commercial building,

276-278-280 First Street: Contributing #13
talranate, ca,

Four-story, three-bay brick rowhouses with flat brownstoae
lintels. Cornices renoved, storefronts altered.
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SECOND STREET: Bl ocks 243, 244

233-235 Second Street: Contri buting
Qeek Revival, ca. 1850

One building with two entrances. Three stories plus basenent,
seven bays. Sinple bracketed cornice, stone lintels and sills,
sone 2/2 windows. Entrance with plain flat lintel transom new
brick stoops, new doors. Arched opening in center of basenent,
| eading to courtyard,

234 Second Street: Non-contributing
Ca.” 1850, "altered

Rowhouse with three stories plus basenent, three bays, asphalt
siding, dentilled wood cornice, no wi ndowtrim new stoop and
door.

236 Second Street: Contributing
[tal1anate, ca, 1850s

Three stories, three bays, brick. Bracketed wood cornice, stone
lintels and sills. Porch added, new doors.

. 237-239-239. 1/ 2-241-243-243 1/ 2-245 Second Street: Key #14
[tal1anate, ca. 1860s

Handsome row of seven brick rowhouses, three stories plus
basenment, three bays, with arched stone lintels and door hoods,
bracketed wood cornices, stone sills, original stoops and 19th-
century iron railings. Stone basenents with horizontal coursing.
(241 has storefront on first floor.)

238 Second Street: Contributing
[talanate, ca. 1885

Three stories plus basenent, three bays, brick face. Stone water
table, stone sills, bracketed wood cornice.

240-242 Second Street : Contri buting
G eek Revival, ca. 1850s

Three stories plus basement, three bays, brick. Stone lintels,
sills, and water table. Sone 2/2 w ndows. Br acket ed wood
corni ce. The entrance to 242 is altered.
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244 Second Street: Contributing
[talianate, ca. 1870

Brick tenement with four stories plus basenent, four bays,
Brownstone lintels and sills, bracketed wood cornice, alum num
W ndows. New fence and door.

246 Second Street: Contri buting
Anthony House (see St. Mary's, 250-256 Second Street)

247 Second Street: Contributing
G eek Revival, ca. 18%3g

Two stories plus basenent, three bays. Mansard roof, wood stoop,
ori gi nal pedinmented door surround. Transom and doubl e doors.
Siding and asphalt shingles on mansard.

249 Second Street: Contributing
G eek Revival, ca, 1850s

Two stories plus basenent, three bays. Mnsard roof. Siding,
porch added. Original wood door surround with bracketed cornice
and flat pilasters.

250-256 Second Street: Key #15
Byzanti ne Romanesque, 1924-26

The present St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church replaced an ol der
structure which was destroyed by tornado around the turn of the
century. \VWhile the cornerstone was laid in 1902, the upper
portion of the church was not conpleted until 1926, Desi gned by
Robert J. Reiley, this structure is actually the third building
to house the parish of St. Mary's, which is the second ol dest
parish in the city. Modeled after the Cathedral of Mnreale, $St.
Mary's is a yellow brick basilica with traditional block-Iike
massi ng, an arched linestone triple portal entry, wheel w ndows
within the gables at the south front and transepts, as well as
arcaded cornices. The interior has a half-dome decorated with
gl ass nosai cs.

251 Second Street: Non-contributing
G eek Revival, ca. 1850

Rowhouse with two stories plus basenent, three bays, pernastone
facade w th added porch, new entrance and stoop. '
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253 Second Street: Contributing
Italiaoate, ca. 1895

One-story, brick structure with bracketed wood cornice and
brownstorie lintels. Doors and wi ndow openi ngs have been filled.
SECOND_STREET: Bl ocks 276, 277

257-257_1/2-259-2. 5. 9A- 261-263 Second _Street: Contributing #16
Ttalianate, ca. 1850-60

Three-story, three-bay brick rowhouses with bracketed wood
cornices and original iron fences.:

265-267-269 Second Street: Key #1l6A
Qeek Revival, ca. 1845

Three two-story, two-bay wood-frame cottages w th wood bracketed
cornices and sone original iron fences and railings. Labelled
the DS, Gegory Cottages on the 1850 Dripps map. Steep IE/)

pi a_ched roofs, sinple porches. 265 retains original clapboard
si di ng,

268 Second Street: Key
Got hi ¢ Revival, 1867
Rectory of Gace Van Vorst Church

The rectory is a two-story Gothic cottage of the same rough-faced
random ashl ar brownstone as the church. It has a wood entry
por ch.

271-277 Second Street: Vacant

272-272 1/2 Second Street: Contributing
[talianate, ca. 1870

Four-story, four-bay brick tenenent buildings with stone lintels
and bracketed wood cornice.

274 Second Street: Contributing
Italianate, ca. 1870

Four-story plus basenent, 3-bay tenenent. Facade covered with
bri ckface and cornice renoved. '
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276 _Second Street: Contributing
[tallanate, ca. 1870

Four-story plus basement, four-bay red brick tenement with stone
lintels, bracketed wood cornice and original decorative iron
fire escape, :

278Second Street: Contributing #17
[tal1anate, ca. 1870

Four-story plus basement, four-bay red brick,tenement with stone
Illtntelg, corbelled brick and bracketed wood cornice. Entrance
al tered.

280-282 _Second  Street: Contri buting #19
Ital1anate, ca. 18/0

Four-story, 3-bay brick tenements with stone lintels, corbelled
brick and wood cornice. Entrance altered.

279-279 A-281-281 1/2, 283 Second Street: Contri buting #18
I'talrTanate, ca. 1865

Three-story plus basenment, brick rowhouse with stone lintels,
bracketed wood cornice, original iron fence and railings.
SECOND STREET:  Blocks 313, 314

287-297SecondStreet : Non-contri buting
ca. 1980

Two-story plus basenment brick rowhouses, set back, with brick
stoops and iron railings. Security gates on doors and w ndows.

298 Second Street: Contributing
I'talianate, ca, 1890

Five-story plus basenent, three bay brick tenement building
capped by a heavy bracketed cornice containing applied ornanent.
A central granite stoop leads to the entrance. The buil ding

features brownstone sills, lintels, and water table, as well as
decorative brickwork. It has recently been rehabilitated.
300 Second Street: Non-contributing #20

Col ontal Revival, ca. 1940s
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Four-story plus basenent, four-ba?/, brick tenenent. Cornice
renoved, entrance altered, and colonial revival doorway added.
St epped parapet, concrete coping,

302 Second Street: Non-contributing #20
ca. 18/0s

Three-story plus basenent, three-bay tenement, Siding, alumnum
w ndows, and new stoop added; trimrenoved,

304 Second Street: Contributing ' #20
Ital'tanate, ca. 1870.

Three-story plus basement, three bay structure covered wth
asbestos shingles. Weod 1/1 wi ndows, original iron fence and
gate at areaway. Entrance door and stoop replaced.

306__Second Street: Contributing
[Tallanate, ca, 1880

Four stories plus basement, four-bay brick tenement with stone
lintels and sills, corbelled band coursing, corbelled brick and
bracketed cornice. Stoop altered and door changed. Sone
original iron fencing.

308 Second Street: Contributing
[talTanate, ca. 1870

Three stories plus basenent, three ba?/s. Arched brownstone
lintels, door hoods, stone sills, yellow and white brickface,
crenel | ated parapet, iron railing, netal w ndows, brownstone
wat ert abl e.

THI RD STREET: Bl ocks 244, 245

201 Third Street: Non-contributing
Ca, 1960s, altered

Three stories plus basenent, three bays, vinyl sided. Trim
removed, cornice renoved, new entry.

203 Third Street: Non-contributing
Ca. 1865, altered
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Three stories plus basement, two bays (one projecting). Covered
with siding, trimrenoved, ‘al um num awni ng,

204 Third Street: Non-contributing #21
Ca. 1880, altered

Three stories plus basenent, three bays, alum num siding.
Cornice covered, no trim new entry and stoop.

205-215_Third Street: Contri t;uti ng #22
Eciectic, 1915 '
S. Mary's High School

St. Mary's Hgh School is an eclectic mx of sinplified Gothic
and Deco details, four stories in height and constructed of
yel I ow brick Wi th gray granite details. Its facade is divided
into three parts by projecting bays which function as nodified
towers, A terra cotta cornice further divides the facade above
the second floor. On the two outer sections, the w ndows, in
groups of four, form a continuous band, whereas the five w ndows
of the center section are divided by slender brick piers. On the
lower two stories, these piers are capped by decorative granite
keystone notifs, The spandrels between the third and fourth
stories are articulated by dianond pattern brick work and a snall
granite dianond. There are two entrances, each set in the
projecting bays, with arched granite hoods. The building is
capped with a sinple parapet, stepped in the center and

ornanent ed by a Greek cross.

206 Third Street:' Non-contributing #21
Ca. 1865, altered '

Two stories & basenent, three bays, siding, alum numw ndows, two
wi ndow dornmer, new stoop and door, trimrenoved.

208 Third Street: . Non-contri buting
Ca. 1860s, altered

Three stories, three bays, brickfaced. Cornice covered, w ndows
altered, wall added.

210-210 1/2 Third Street: Contri buting 2l
Italianate, ca. 1865

Three stories, three byas, brick. Plain bracketed cornices,
stone lintels and sills. 210 1/2 has been brickfaced.
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212-216 Third Street: Vacant

218 Third Street: Vacant

220-220 1/2-222 Third Street: Contri buting #23
G eek Revival, ca. 1850

Three stories & basenment, three bays, surface with rolled asphalt
simul ating brick. G eek revival door surrounds, bracketed wood
cornice wth Neo-grec decoration. 1/1 windo.ws, no w ndow trim
Original iron fence.

224 Third Street: Non-contri buting #23
Geek Revival, ca. 1850

Three stories and basenent, three hays, alum numsiding. Stoop
has been permastoned, and entrance altercd. Only historic detail
is cornice,

TH RD STRBET: Bl ocks 277, 278

225-237 Third Street: Contributing #25
Ttalianate, ca. 1870s

Row of seven tenement buil dings, each four-story & basement, four
bay, brick buildings with stone lintels and sills, and bracketed
wood cornices, 235 and 237 have original, panelled double doors;
235 also has the original stoop with iron railing and fence.

226-228-228 1/ 2-230-232-S32 1/2 Thi rd Street: Contributing #24
I'tal Tanate, ca. 1860s

Row of six transitional G eek Revival/ltalianate brick rowhouses,
three stories & basenent, three bays, wth bracketed wood
cornices, brownstone lintels, and water tables. 226 has been
stucco'ed to resenble stone, and has a new stoop with iron
railing; 228 1/2 has been rehabilitated, and has 4/4 sash

wi ndows; 232 has been brickfaced,

234-236-238-238 1/2Third Street:  Contributing #27
Italianate, ca. 1aEQ=s

Row of four rowhouaes with four stories plus basement, three
bays, brick with bracketed wood cornco, stone lintels and sills,
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wood 1/1 sash wi ndows, brownstone water table. 236 is undergoing
rehabilitation, and features 2/2 sash wi ndows, an entrance wth
transom double doors, and wi ndows extended on the first floor.
238 retains the original stoop with iron railing and newel. 238
1/2 has been brickfaced.

239 Third Street: Non-contributing #26
ca, 1850s, altered

Two stories, three bays, siding. Two dorners, no trim except
al um num wi ndow and door awni ngs, new entry. -

240 Third Street: Non-contributing . #27
ca. 1850a, altered

Two stories & basenent, three bays, siding. Al um numw ndows;
new porch, stoop and door,

241 Third Street: Contributing #26
[tal1anate, ca, 1860

Three stories & basenent, three bays, brick. Pedinmented brick
cornice, stone lintels and sills, 1/1 sash w ndows. Entrance
porch added.

242 Third Street: Vacant

243 Third Street: Non- contri buting #26
[taltanate, ca. 1860

Three stories & basenent, three bays, permastone, crenellated
parapet, 1/1 sash wi ndows, new entry and stoop.

244-248 Third Street: Contributing #28, 29
Romanesque Revi val
| gl esia Pentacostal Bethsaida

Oiginally built as the Second Presbyterian Church in 1869, this
red brick structure was converted to the Iglesia Pentacostal

Bet hsaida circa 1964. A sinple Romanesque basilica, it has round
arched wi ndows, an arcaded corbelled brick architrave and wood
cornice. Its two side entrances have stone archivolts with
keystones. Ot her stone elenments include .a watertable and base.

245 Third Street: Contributing #26
[Talranate, ca. 1860
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Three stories & basement, three bays, brickface. Stepped
parapet, stone sills. New stoop and door.

247 Third Street: Contributing #26
tallanate, ca. 1860

Three stories a basement, three bays. Second story bay w ndow
with corbelled panels. Cornice renoved,

250 Third Street: Contri buting - #29
Itali1anate, ca. 18&{

Two stories & basenment, three bays, brick. Arched stone lintels
and door hood, stone sills, original paired entry doors, origina
iron fence, 2/2 sash wi ndows. Recently rehabilitated. New

st oop.

THI RD STREET: Bl ocks 314, 315

263 Third 'Street: Non-contributing
Ca. 1865, altered

Three stories, four bays. Gound floor stucco, upper floors
rolled asphalt siding. No trim

264 Third Street: Contri buting #32
I'tal i anate, ca. 1870s

\
Four-story & basenent, four-bay brick tenenent with areaway, 1/1
wi ndows, bracketed wood cornice, stone lintels and sills,
Recently rehabilitated.

265 Third Street: Non- contri buting #30
Ca. 1865, altered

Three-story, three-bay structure with permastone. entry door
with transom and sidelights, 1/1 sash wi ndows, stone |intel over
door. New stoop, door, and fence.

266 Third Street: Contributing #32
G eek Revival, ca. 1860s

Three stories plus basenent, three bays, brick. Cornice renoved,
brownstone lintels and sills.
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267-269- 271- 273- 275 _Third Street: Contributing #30, 31
G eek Revival, '1850s

Two stories, three bays, wood-frame houses with pitched roofs and
por ches. 267, 269, 271 covered with siding, 273 has rolled
asphalh brick siding, 275 has asbestos shingles. Cornices
covere

268-270- 272- 274- 276-278-280-282 Third Street:  Contri buting #32-3
Qeek ReV| val,  ea. 1850s ;

Row of ei ght houses, set back, three stories & basenment in

hei ght, three bays w de. Stone lintels and sills, iron railings
nostly intact. 268, 270, 274, 276, 282 have been stuccoed; 272
has permastone; 278 and 280 have brickface.

277 Third Street: Contri buting
Geek Revival, ca. 1850s

Two stories, three bays, wood frane construction. Dor ner wi ndow,
asbest os shi ngl es,

27£LThird Street: Non-contributing
@G eek Revival, ca. 1850s

Two-story, three-bay wood frame structure. Pedi raented entrance
porch, two bay dornmer added. New stoop and fence.

281-283 Third Street: Contributing -
G eek Revival, ca. 1850s

Two-story, three-bay wood frame structures which have been sided,
Corni ces have been covered. New entrances and stoop, new fence.

284-286_Third Street: Contri buting #34
I'talianate, ca. 1890

Five-story, six-bay tenenent, buff brick. Heavy stone lintels
with |large keystones, |inmestone water table. First story has
corbell ed banding. Stone cornice. Frieze over entrance.

285 Third Street: Non-contributing
Ca. 1850s, altered

Two stories plus basenent. Siding, cornice covered, netal
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wi ndows, new door and stoop, oriel renoved.

285_1/2 ThirdStreet: Vacant

287-287 1/2-289 Third Street: Contri buting #35
Gothic/ltalianate, - ca. 1840

Two stories & basement, two bays. Buildings are wood frame, set
back and distinguished by projecting oriel wndows. 287 is
covered with shingles and has a gable roof, 287 1/2 has rolled
asphalt siding. Stoops are new. ,

' 288 Third Street: Contri buting
See 54 Coles Street,

289 1/2 - 291 Third Street: Non-contri buti ng , #36
ca. 1840, altered

Simlar to 287, 287 1/2, 289 Third Street, however these two-
story & basenment, two-bay structures have been stripped of oriel
w ndows and cornices, and covered with asbestos shingles (28
1/2) and al um num siding (291). Both have new entries and

st oops.

FOURTH _STREET: Bl ocks 245, 246

e o P R T X T

205 Fourth Street: Contributing
[talianate, ca. 1865

Three-story & basenment, three-bay brick tenement, Bracketed wood
cornice, stone sills and water table. Original iron stoop and
railings. Door altered.

206 Fourth Street: Contri buting #37
Italianate, ca. 188%

Four-story £ basenent, three-bay brick tenenent. El abor at e
bracketed wood cornice, flat brownstone lintels, sills, water
table and stoop. Oiginal panelled door.

207-209-209 1/2-211-213-213 1/2-215-215 1/2-217-217 1/2 Fourt h
Street:  Contributing #38
[TalTanate, ca. 1860

Row of ten brick buildings 2 stories plus basenent, two bays with
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wood bracketed cornices, brownstone lintels, sills and water
tables. 211 and 215 1/2 have had concrete porches added. 207,
211, 213 1/2, and 217 have been covered w th perraastone.

208 Fourth Street: Vacant

210-212 Fourth Street: Non-contributing . #37
Ca. '1860s, altered

Two-story, 2-bay houses joined with entrances in center. Both
have artificial siding, notrimand al um num door awni ngs, 212
has al um num por ch.

214 Fourth Street: Non-contributing #37
Ca. 718805, altered

Two-story, sided houses with no trim new stoop and al um num door

awni ng,
216 Fourth Street: Vacant
218 Fourth Street: Contributing #37

Ttalianate; ca. 1860, altered

Three stories plus basement, 3-bay rowhouse sided wth asphalt

shingles. Bracketed wood cornice, wood door surround with lintel
and transom New stoop and railing.
219 Fourth Street: Contributing #38, 39

[TalTanate,” ca. 1860

Three stories plus basement, three bays, rolled asphalt siding.
Bracket ed wood cornice, arched lintels.

220Fourth_Street: Non-contributing #37
ca. 1870, "altered

Three-story, 3-bay rowhouse, nodified with tripartite w ndow,
siding, new stoop and no trim

221 Fourth Street: Contributing #38, 33
[Tal ianate, ca. 1895

Five story plus basement, 2-bay brick tenenment, painted white.
At 2nd and 3rd floors, two cast iron oriel windows project, wth
decorative spandrels and tw sted col onnettes, divided by 3
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quoi ned pilasters. Corbelled brick cornice and pedinent. Arched
openi ngs on 4th floor, arched entry with pedi ment above with
| arge bracket keystone. Bluestone stoop with new railings.

222Fourth Street: Non-contri buting #37
ca. 1860, altered

Two-story plus basement, three-bay house with siding and no trim

224-226 Fourth Street: Vacant

228 Fourth Street: See 71 Erie Street.

FOURTH STREET: Bl ocks 278, %=

230-230 1/2-232-232 1/2 Fourth Street: Contri buting
G eek Revival, ca. 1855

Three-story, two-bay brick structures with bracketed wood
cornices, brownstone lintels and sills. 232 and 232 1/2 have
original iron fences; 232 1/2 also has a projecting oriel w ndow.

234-236 Fourth Street: Contri buting
Italianate, ca. 1865

Three-story & basenent, three-bay rowhouses, brick wth
br ownst one basenents. Bracketed wood cornices, arched lintels and
door hoods, recessed panelled doors.

237 Fourth Street: Contributing
G eek Revival/ltalianate, ca 1860

Two stories & basement, three bays. Wod frane with vinyl
siding. Recently rehabilitated. Bracketed wood cornice with
attic wndows in frieze.

239 Fourth Street: Contributing
Itallanate, ca. 1865

Three-story & basenent, three-bay brick rowhouse. Bracketed wood
cornice with scalloped bottom cast iron arched w ndows, arched
door hood with keystone. Original fence.

241 Fourth Street: Contributing
G eek Revival, ca. 1855
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Two-story & basenent, three-bay, brick building. Bracketed wood
cornice, stright stone lintels and door hood, brownstone water
table, original railing.

243 Fourth Street: Contri buting
Qeek Revival/ltalianate, ca. 1860

Three stories plus basenent, three bays, brick. Bracketed wood
cornice with lattice decoration. Little or no alteration.
Oiginal railings,

238- 240- 240 1/ 2- 242- 244- 244 1/ 2- 246- 248- 248 1/ 2- 250- 252 Fourt h
Street: Contributing

G eek Revival/ltalianate, ca. 1865 i

El even buil ding row of three-story & basenent, three-bay
structures with bracketed wood cornices, stone lintels, sills,
and watertables. 250 has original fence. 244 has been stuccoed,
244 1/ 2 has been bri ckfaced.

245Fourth Street:  Contributing
[talranate, ca. 18&g

Brick with arched brownstone lintels, sills, string courses,
wat er table. First floor lintels have exuberant shells and
swags.

247 Fourth Street: Contributing
Italianate, ca. 1880

Three stories & basenent, three bays, brick. Sinple bracketed
wood cornice, arched stone lintels and sills, water table.
Original iron railing and fence.

249Fourth Street: Contri buting '
G eek Revival/ltalianate, ca, 1880

Three stories & basenent, three bays, brick. Bracketed wood
cornice, stone lintels, sills, and water table. Oiginal cast
iron railing and fence, original double doors.

251 Fourth Street: Contributing
Italianate, ca. 1880

Three stories & basenent, three bays, painted brick with stone
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basenment. "Bracketed wood cornice, arched stone lintels, sills,
water table. Arched entry.

253-253 1/2-255 Fourth Street: Contri buting #40
[talianate, ca. 1860
Three-story & basenment, three-bay brick rowhouses. Br acket ed

wood cornices, arched stone lintels, sills. 253 and 255 have
been pai nt ed.

254 Fourth Street: Contributing #41
[TalTanate, ca. 1886

Three-story & basenent, two-bay brick house built by English
architect Edward Si non. El aborate bracketed wood cornice,
decorative brick lintels, decorative terra cotta insets under
wi ndows. One bay projects forward.

259 Fourth Street: Contributi n<::]
Ital1anate, ca. 1860

Three-story plus basenment brick corner building with three bays
on Fourth Street and two bays on Jersey Avenue. Bracketed wood
cornice, flat brownstone lintels, sills and water table, brick
st oop.

FOURTH STREET: Bl ocks 315, 316

267- 269- 271-273-275-277_Fourthstree t: Contributing #42
QG eek Revival/ Italianate, ca. 1845

Row of six brick rowhouses, two stories and basenent, three bays,
with dcntilled wood cornices (267, 269, 275, 277), Dbrownstone
lintels, sills and water tables, 267 has segneatal arched
l[intels. All are painted except 271, 273, which have been
covered wi t h perraastone.

268-.270Q-.2.72-274-216-27..8..-.280 Fourth Street: Contributing
eek Revival/ italianate, ca, 1845

Two stories S basenent, three bays, brick. Dentilled wood
cornice, stone lintels, sills, water table. 268 has stucco
facade resenbling brownstone, 278 and 280 have been surfaced
wi t h permast one.
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279- 281- 283- 285- 287- 289- 291- 293-295-297 _ Fourth Street:
Contri buting #43

G eek Revival, ca. 1860

Row of ten brick rowhouses, three stories plus basenent, three
bays, with sinple dentilled wood cornices, stone lintels and
sills. 281 and 285 have been covered with permastone, 295 and
297 have been covered with brickface. Br ownst one stucco on 283,
289, 291, 293 283 and 293 have original iron fences, and nost
have original stoop railings.

282 Fourth Street: Contri buting
Geek Revival/ltalianate, ca. 1865

Three stories and basenent, three bays, brick. Sinple bracketed
wood cornice, stone lintels and sills. Early twentieth century
entry with decorative iron canopy.

284 Fourth Street: Contributing
Art Deco, ca. 1865, altered

Three-story and basenent, three bay structure with two-tone brick
Art Deco facade. Decorative stepped parapet and w ndow aprons.

286- 288- 290- 292- 294- 296- 298 _Fourth Street: Contri buting
Geek Revival/ltalianate, ca. 1860 #44, 45, A45A

Row of seven brick houses, three stories & basenment, three bays.
Sinple dentilled wood cornices, brownstone lintels, sills and
wat er tabl es. 290, 292, 294 are stuccoed to resenble brownstone.
288 has been painted. 286, 288, 296 have brickface facades. All
doors altered except 288. 290, 292, 294 have original fences.

FI FTH STREET: Bl ocks 246, 247

201-203-205-207 Fifth Street: I ntrusion
Twentieth century

New construction, residential.

202-204-204 1/ 2-206-208 Fifth Street: Contri buting
I'talianate, ca. 1865

Three-story plus basenent, three-bay brick rowhouses with
bracket ed wood cornices, arched stone lintels and door surrounds,
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Stone sills and water tables. Al'l but 202 have brickface,
Oiginal iron fences and railings except 204, 206.

209 Fifth Street: Contributing
Ital1anate, ca. 1890

Four-story & basenment, four-bay brick tenement. Stone lintels,
sills and water table. Fire eScape on facade.

210 Fifth Street: Contributing
Qeek RevivalTTtalianate, ca. 1860s

Brick rowhouse with three stories plus basenment, three bays w de.
Bracket ed wood cornice, brownstone lintels, sills and water
tabl e. Original fence and railings.

211 Fifth Street: Contri buting
Qeek Revival/ Italianate, ca, 1870s, altered

Three stories & basenent, three bays, brickface. Bracket ed wood
cornice, flat stone lintels and sills. Perraastone on base. New
stoop and door,

212-214-216 Fifth Street: Contri buti ng #46
Italianate, ca. 1860s, altered

Three stories plus basement, three bays, briokface. Cor ni ces
removed and replaced with stepped parapets. Stone sills,

213 Fourth Street: Non-contri buting
ca. 1870s, altered

Three-story plus basenment, 3-bay house, with siiingles on basenent
and siding above. Cornice covered.

215-215 1/2-217-217 1/2-219 Fifth Street: Contributing
Q eek Revival, ca, 1860

Row of five houses, two stories plus basenment, two bays, covered
with rolled asphalt siding, except for 217 1/2 and 219 which have
al um num siding. All have sinple dentilled wood cornices.

218 FifthStreet: Non- contri buti ng #46
Ca " 1860s, altered

Two-story plus basement, 3-bay house covered with pernmastone.
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Metal w ndows, no cornice, entranced altered.
220-222-224 Fifth Street: Key 47

Victorian "Rofmanesque, 1887, wing added 1893.
Former Thonmas J. Stewart Oo,

Oiginally built by the Thomas J. Stewart Co. for carpet-
cleaning factory and storage, this handsone five-story red brick
building at the corner of Fifth and Erie has a corner entrance
and a rounded bay above extending from 2nd floor to parapet. The
first floor is defined by an arcade with paired wi ndows and iron
grilles in the openings. The second, third and fourth floors are
defined by a three-story arcade containing paired w ndows.
Decorative terra cotta bandi ng extends across the facade at the
spring point of both arcades, constituting the capitals of
pilasters dividing the arched bays. Stone band coursing |inks
the stone lintels at the 2nd and 3rd floors. The top floor is
articulated by smaller paired arched openings, linked by terra
cotta banding at the spring point, The building is capped by a
corbelled cornice and plain parapet. Set back from the street,
the buil ding has an areaway on both sides with an iron fence.

The 1893 wing at 220 Fifth Street is slightly taller and has six
floors to the five in the original building. At the first floor

is an arched garage door opening with steel lintel. The floors
above are divided into a tw-story arcade surnmounted by a three-
story arcade with a single window within each arch. Its

corbelled cornice and plain parapet are slightly higher than
those of the buil ding adjacent.

221-223 Fifth Street: Contributing #48
Ttalianate, ca. 1845, altered

Two-story plus basement, 2-bay brick rowhouses with sinple wood

dentilled cornice, brownstone lintels, sills and water tables.

Stoops are covered with permastone. New doors with alum num

?}/vni ngs have been applied. 225 has been altered on the ground
oor .

FIFTH STREET: Blocks 279, 28@
225-227-229-231-233-235_ Fifth Street: Contributing #50

Greek Revival/ltalianate, ca™ 1860
Two-story plus basement, 2»bay brick rowhouses with simple wood
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bracketed cornices, brownstone lintels, sills and water table.
Entries altered at 227, 229 and 233. Victorian oriel w ndow with
bracketed cornice added at 231.

237-243 Fifth Street; Contributing
Forner Tifereth Congregation Synagogue
Oiginally German Lutheran Church
Italianate, ca. 1860

Oiginally built as a German Lutheran church, circa 1860, this
one story, wood-frame building is three bays wi de and has a side
wing. Recently rehabilitated and converted to apartnents, the
exterior is wood clapboarded. The stained glass w ndows &e

not ewort hy.

226- 228-230-232-234-236 _ _Fifth_ Street: _ Contributing #49

Ttalianate, ca. 1865

Row of six brick cowhouses, 3 stories plus basenent, 3 bays, wth
“bracketed wood cornice with panelled frieze,, browstone lintels,

sills and watertabie. 236 has been covered with pernastone. All
entries have been altered.

238-240-242 Fifth Street: Non-Contributina (see NPS notice of 06/21/88}
Ttalianate, ca. 1890

Row of three brick tenenents, 5 stories, 5 bays. Entrances have
been altered and fire escapes added to the facades.

244 Fifth Street: Vacant

245 Fifth Street: Contributing
[tal lanate, cCa. 1860

Three-story plus basenent, 3-bay brick rowhouse. Cornice
renoved, asphalt siding, entrance altered.

246-248-250-252 Fifth Street:  Contributing
[talianate, ca 1880

Row of four brick rowhouses, 3 stories plus basement, 3 bays with
bracket ed wood cornices, scalloped at the bottom Arched lintels
and sills. 252 has original cast iron railing and fence. 250 and
252 are surfaced with stucco. 246 and 248 are painted,

247-249-251-253-253 1/2 Fifth Street: Contri buting
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[talianate, ca. 1885

Row of five brick tenenents, four stories plus basenent, 3 bays
(except 247, which has 4 bays). Bracketed wood cornices,
straight brownstone lintels, sills and water tables. Pedinented

stone lintels at ground level. Oiginal doors on all but 243

1/2. Oiginal iron fences and railings,

254-256-258-360 _Fifth Street: Contributing #E1
eek Reviva al lanate, ca. 1860

Row of four brick rowhouses, 3 stories plus basenent, 2 bays,
with lintels, sills, water tables and bases of brownstone and
bracketed wood cornices. 260 has permastone facade. All
doorways have been altered.

255- 557-259- 261- 263Fifth Street: Contri buting #laa
Geek Revival/ltalranate, ca, 1s80

Row of five brick rowhouses, 2 stories plus basenment, 3 bays.
Bracketed wood cornices with dentils, flat, brownstone lintels,
sills and water table. 255 257 and 263 are pai nted,

FIFTH STREET;  Blocks 316, 31?

268 FifthStreet: Contributing
[tal1anafe, ca. 1870

One-story, 1-bay brick comercial structure with bracketed wood
corni ce. -

270-272-272 1/2 Fifth Street: Contri buting #53
Ttalianate, ca. 1865

Row of 3 brick houses, 2 stories plus basement, 2 bays with
bracketed wood cornice. Arched lintels and door surrounds, sills
and water tables of brownstone, 272 has original cast iron fence.

273 Fifth Street: Contributing

Italianate, ca 1870

Brick rowhouse, 3 stories plus basenent, 2 bays w th brownstone
lintels, sills, water table, basenent and stoop. Wndow lintels
and door hood are arched, No cornice.
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274 Fifth Street: Contributing
Italiapnte, ca. 18E6%

Three-story plus basenent, three-bay brick rowhouse wth

bracketed wood cornice, arched stone lintels. Entrance altered,

original cast iron fence.

275 Fifth Street: Contributing
[TalTanafe, ca 1870, altered

Three-story plus basement, two-bay rowhouse with brickface and

stone lintels. Al trimrenoved,

276 Fifth Street: Non-contributing
Geek Revival/Ttalianate, ca, 1865 altered

Three-story plus basenment, two-bay rowhouse w th permaston
Cornice renoved, entry with transom remains,

21612 Fifth Sreet: Contributing
Geek Revival/Ttalianate, ca, 1865, altered

€.

#54

Three-story plus basement, two-bay brick rowhouse with brownstone

lintels and sills. Cornice renoved, entry with transomremains.

277Filth Street: Contributing #54
[talTanate, ca, 1885

Four-story, 3-bay brick rowhouse with bracketed wood cornice.
Entry altered with al um num awni ng,

278 Fifth Street: Contributing
F€ek Revival, ca. 1865

Brick rowhouse with two and one-hall stories plus basenment, 3
bays, flat brownstone lintels and sills. Entrance with transom
cornice removed, attic story has eyebrow w ndows and si di ng.

27.9-Flth _Street: Non-contributing #4

Three-story plus "basement, three-bay rowhouse with pernastone.

Trimremoved, newentry, stoop and railing. Al um numawni ngs have

been installed at door and w ndows.
280 Fifth Street: Contributing #55
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Italianate, ca. 1865

Brick rowhouse with three stories plus basenent, 3 bays, flat
brownstone lintels and sills, bracketed wood cornice.

281 Fifth Street: Contributing #54
Qeek Revivallltalianate, ca 1865

Painted brick rowhouse with three stories plus basenent, 3 bays,
brownstone lintels, sills and water table. Cornice renpved.

282 Fifth Street: Contributing | #55
Italianate, ca. 1870

Pai nted brick rowhouse with four stories plus basenent, 2 bays,
flat brownstone lintels and sills, sinple, bracketed wood
cornice. First story altered.

283 Fifth Street: Contributing #54

I'talianate, ca. 1885

Brick rowhouse with three stories plus basement, 3 bays, flat
brownstone lintels, sills and water table, bracketed wood
cornice. Oiginal cast iron railing.

284- 286- 288- 290- 292- 294- 296- 298- 300- 302- 304 Fifth Street:
Contri buting _ '
Qeek Revival/ltalianate, ca, r&a&gn

#o57

Row of 11 brick rowhouses with 2 stories plus basement, 2 bays.
Al'l have sinple bracketed wood cornices, bluestone lintels and
sills. 300 and 304 have been stuccoed to resenbl e brownstone.
288 and 294 have permastone facades. Mst have sinple doorways
with rectangul ar transonms, 290 and 292 have fancy bracketed
]gn_t abl atures over the doorways with carved garlands in the
rieze.

285-287-289- 291-293-295-297-299  Fifth _Street: Contributing #56
Geek Revival/ltalianaté, "ca. 185 ~— ~ 77

Row of 8 brick rowhouses with 2 stories plus basenent, 2 bays

wi de. All except two have original bracketed wood cornices. 285
has a cast iron porch. Six bui dllnqs have perraastone facades.
Mbst have Dbluestone lintels and sills.

.1 _Fifth Street (8 Coles): Contributing
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| tal i anat e, ca. 1860s

Three-story rowhouse, red brick at base, covered with yellow
brickface on upper floors. Brownstone lintels and sills, sinple
bracketed wood cornice.' Extending 6 bays on Fifth and two bays
on Coles, sonme of the w ndows have been renoved.

MANI LA DRI VE (GROVE STREET); Bl ocks 241, 242

354- 356- 358- 360-362-364 _Manila Drive: _ Contributing #1
I'tali anate, ca. 1860

Row of six red brick rowhouses, 4 stories, 3 bays with arched
lintels and bracketed wood cornice and stone coursing. Original
wood storefront existing at 364; all others have been renoved in
preparation for rehabilitation.

355 Manila prive: Contributing #2
Art Deco, ca. 1925

Three-story, 13-bay orange brick commercial building with
storefronts at ground floor, characterized by decorative
bri ckwor k.

359 Manila Drive: Non-contributing

Three-story wood-frame building surfaced with stucco. G ound
floor altered.

361 Manila Drive: Vacant

363-365-367 Manila Drive: Contri buting
I'tal'i anate, ca. 1860, altered

Row of three four-story, 3-bay, red brick buildings with arched
stone lintels and bracketed wood cornices. Storefronts at ground
| evel have been altered.

ERI ESTREET: Bl ocks 275, 242
8-14 Erie Street: Key #77

peaux-Arts, 1910
Pol i ce Headquarters
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Thr ee- st or)é, yel | ow brick Beaux-Arts building. Facade is divided
into five bays with two-story arched openings at the upper floors
resting on two-story pilasters, Terra cotta spandrels; corners
are articulated by colossal lonic pilasters which support a
dentilled cornice. Entrance has been altered with ceram c veneer
and new netal doors.

7-9-11 Erie Street: Contributing | H#76
G eek Revival, ca. 1850 :

Three, three-st or% brick rowhouses, 2 bays ,each, Wod
storefronts with bracketed cornices largely intact. Floors above
have stone lintels and sills.

13-15-17-17A1..9.-21 Erie Street: Contributing

G'eek Revival, ca. 1850-1860
Row of six three-story plus basenent, 3~bay rowhouses with
br ownst one basenents and stoops. Oiginal iron fences intact.

Corni ce renoved, 19 has original entrance, but others altered.
13,19 and 21 have been covered wi th brickfacing.

16-18 Erie Street: Contributing

[talianate, ca. 1865-70

Four-story, 3-bay red brick rowhouses with arched stone lintels,
bracket ed cornices. Stoops partially intact.

18 1/2 Erie Street: | nt rusi on
Dat e unknown

One-story commercial infill structure.

20 Erie .Street (237 First Street): Contri buting

ERI E STREET: Bl ocks 276, 243

24 Erie Street: Contributing
Italianate, ca, 1885

Three-story, 3-bay brick structure, wth comrercial ground story.
Curved stone lintels, wood cornice. Storefront partially
altered.

26 Erie Street: I ntrusion
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Dateunknown
One-story, wood-frame commercial structure, substantially
altered.
27-29-29 1/2-31-33 Erie Street: Contributing #78, T8A

Qeek Revival, ca. 1850

Two-story plus basenent, 3-bay brick rowhouses, set back fromthe
street. 27 and 29 have been brickfaced. 33 has original
entrance. :

28-30-32-3.4-34 1/2-36-36 1/2-3.8 ...Fie Street: Contributing #79
[talianate, ca. 1880

Three-story plus basenment, 3 bay brick rowhouses. All except 30
have arched stone lintels and arched door hoods. 28, 32 and 34
have altered cornices. All are either painted or brickfaced.
Entrances are largely intact.

ERI ESTREET: Bl ocks 277, 244

35 Erie Street: Key, Individual NR Iisting, 1979 #380
G ace Van Vorst Episcopal Church
Gothic Revival, 1853, 1864, 1912-1913

Desi gned by Detlef Lienau and conpleted in 1853, Gace Van Vorst
Epi scopal Church is a Gothic Revival structure of random coursed
ashl ar brownstone, quarried in Belleville, NJ. The roof is
slate, pointed for ornament™ with iron cresting at the ridge and
stone crosses surnmounting the gables. |Its clerestory is
punctuated by circular windows with quatrefoil tracery and

stai ned gl ass wi ndows manufactured in England, France, and the
United States.

M dway on the south side, where the entrance was originally

| ocated, there is now a baptistry with a groined ceiling and from
this, a circular staircase of cut stone |eads to the room above.
Above is a square tower with enbattlenent sides, termnating at
four corners with finials which are surmunted by quatrefoil
Crosses.

The interior has an open roof, supported by twelve solid stone
colums, and has a nave, aisles, and vestry room The floors are
paved with inlaid nosaic tile bedded in cenent.
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40-54 Eri eStreet: See 250-256 Second Str eet
. ry"s Churc

39 Erie Street: Non-contributing

Twentieth-century, one-story gymasium of concrete-bl ock
constructi on.

ERI E STREET: Bl ocks 278, 245

57 Erie Street: Vacant

58 Erie .Street: Non-contributing
Dat e unknown

Two-story residential building surfaced with stucco and
artificial siding.

60-66 Erie Street: Key #82
Publ i ¢ School No, 2
Renai ssance Revi val, ca. 1902

P.S. No, 2 is a monunental 3 |/2~story buil ding of buff brick
wth linestone trim Thirteen bays wide, its facade is divided
in three sections, with a recessed center section of 5 bays,

fl anked by sections of 4 bays, The entrance is marked by a
three-bay arcade with sinple bracketed entabl ature supported by
pilasters on dadoes. The first floor is stone, scored
horizontally. The lintels in the side sections at the first
floor and the center section upper floors are segnental wth
keystones. The building is capped by a bracketed cornice and
par apet above articulated with recessed panels.

.61l Erie .Street: Contributing #31
Italianate, ca. 1870

Four-story, 3-bay tenenment with stone lintels and bracketed wood
cornice. Storefront alteration.

63 Erie Street: Contributing #81
Italianate, ca. 1860

Three-story plus basenent, 3-bay brick rowhouse with stone
lintels, bracketed wood cornice. Setback from street.
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65-67-67 1/2-69 Erie Street: Contributing ' #81

[talianate, ca. 1850

Row of four rowhouses, two stories with basement, 3 bays, brick
masonry, set back fromstreet.

68-70 Erie Street: Vacant

ERI E STREET: Bl ocks 279, 246

71Erie Street: Contri buting #83
G eek Kevival7ltaliaaate, ca, 1860s

Three-story, two-bay brick rowhouse with a sinple bracketed wood
cornice, storefrount with original shop w ndows.

72-72 1/2-74Erie Street: Contributing #85
[talianate, ca. 18854

Three-story, eight-bay brick structure with heavy bracketed
cornice and decorative brick string courses. Storefront on
ground story with bracketed wood cornice which has been bricked
in,

73 Erie Street: Contributing - #¥83
[tallanate, ca. 1895 .

One-story wood frame commercial structure; storefront with
bracketed wood cornice, original store w ndows,

75-75 1/2 Erie Street: Contributing 53
Geek Revival/ltalianate, ca, 1865

Three-story, two-bay rowhouses with brownstone lintels and sills
and bracketed cornices, Entry porches added.

76 Erie Street: Contributing #85
I'tal1anate, ca. 1860s

Two-story plus basement, three-bay residential structure, covered
wi t h pernastone, cornice renoved and replaced with stepped
par apet, Brownstone sills.

77 Frie Street: Contributing ' #83
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Italianate, ca. 1860s

Three-story & basement, three-bay rowhouse with arched dentilled
lintels and door hood, brownstone sills. Covered with
per mast one, door and stoop are new.

‘78 Erie Street :  Non- contributing #85
TtalTanate, ca. 1860s

Three stories, three bays, residential, wth alum num siding.
Cornice renoved, parapet added, alum num awning over first floor
comrerci al ,

79 Erie Street :  Non-contributing
ca. 1860s

Two-story & basenment, three-bay residential structure, covered
wi th alum numsiding, cornice removed, stoop and basenent
permast oned. Al um num awni ngs.

81-83 Erie Street: Contributing
tallanate, ca. 1860

Three-story & basenment, two-bay brick rowhouses. Large bracketed
cornices with ornate frieze. 83 has brownstone lintels and
sills. 81 has been covered with brickface. New entry doors.

80. 80 1/2, 82, 82 1/2, 84, 84 1/2. 86 Erie Street: Contributing

......

G eek Revi vaI [Ttall anat e, ca. 1880s

How of seven rowhousea, two stories with basenment, two bays. 80,
80 1/2, and 86 have been covered with permastone, 82 and 84 1/2
have been covered with siding. 86 has a dentilled wood cornice,
all other cornices have been covered, except 84, which has been
renoved. 84 has yellow brickface, a stepped parapet, and
decorative brick w ndow and door surrounds. Door has been
converted to arched opening. 82 1/2, 84 1/2, and 86 have

al um num awni ngs.

ERI E STREET: Bl ocks 280, 247

88-92 Erie Street: See 220-224 Fifth Street

91 Frie Street: Contributing #34
ca, 1865
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Two-story brick structure with a shed roof, current use is as a
gar age.

93 Erie Street: Contributing #384
Italianate, ca. 1865

Four-story, three-bay residential structure with a bracketed
cornice and arched stone lintels

JERSEY AVENUE: Bl ocks 313, 276

547 Jersey Avenue: Contributing #62

mmrrs rmemrtm iim e m ———————

[talianate, ca. 1860

Three-story, three-bay brick rowhouse with wood cornice, arched
stone lintels. Storefront has been rehabilitated,

548- 550- 550 1/ 2- 552- 554- 554 1/ 2- 556- 558- 558 1/ 2- 560- 562- 5621/ 2
Jersey Avenue: Key #63, 64
Italianate, ca. 1860

Three-story plus basenment, three-bay brick rowhouses wth
bracketed wood cornices, arched cast iron lintels and sills and
door hoods. Brownstone water table. Some with origina
brownstone stoops and iron fences.

549 Jersey Ayenue: ' Non-contributing #62

Two-story commercial building, covered with brickface, wth
residential above.

551 Jersey Avenue: Contributing #62

Ttalianate, ca, 1860s

Four-story, three-bay painted brick rowhouse with bracketed wood
cornice, brownstone lintels and sills. Storefront altered.

553 Jersey Avenue: Contributing #62
Italianate, ca, 1860s

Four-story, four-bay painted brickface rowhouse w th bracketed
wood cornice, brownstone lintels and sills. Storefront |argely
intact, with cornice,
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JERSEY AVENUE: Bl ocks 314, 277

563 Jersey Avenue: Contributing
I'tal'l anat e, ca, 1890s

Five-story plus basenment, four-bay brick tenement with bracketed
wood cornice, brownstone lintels and sills with band coursing,
grownstone water table and stoop. Lintels incised wwth Neo Gec
esi gn.

264-566-568 Jersey Avenue:  Contributing #65
i'talianate, ca, 1870-80

Four-story painted brick residential; 566 and 568 are five bays
wi de, 564 is three bays w de. Bracketed corbelled brick and wood
cornice covers the unit. Brownstone lintels.

565 Jersey Avenue: Contributing
I'tal'ianate, ca. 1860s

Three-story plus basement, three-bay rowhouse covered with
brickface. Bracketed wood cornice with elaborate decorative
frieze, brownstone lintels and sills.

567 Jersey Avenue: Contri buting
Italianate, ca. 1860s

Three-story plus basenent, three-bay rowhouse covered wth
brickface. Cornice renoved. Brownstone sills.

569 Jersey Avenue: Key #66
Italianatef ca. 1870s

Three-story plus basement, three-bay brownstone rowhouse. Heavy
bracketed wood cornice. Heavy, bracketed, pedinented door and
wi ndow surrounds. Largely original, arched w ndows.

570-572 Jersey Avenue: Contri buting #67
Italianate, ca. 1870s

Red brick four~bay, four-story tenenents with heavy pedi nented
cornice, band and bead coursing, brownstone water table, and
original fence with sunflower nmotif. Lintels of 572 have
bracketed keystones,
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5.7.J3578 Jersey Avenue: Intrusion
ca 1970

One-—story , twentieth-century supermarket,

&71~ 5 73- 575" 57 5 A Jersey Avenue i ; Non-contri buting
1860s, al tered, ca, 1960 =~

Row of four, three-story houses, substantially altered. 571 and

573 have been covered wth permastone, nunbers 575 and 575 A have
been covered with brickface on the first story and siding above,

Little or no trimremains.

577 Jersey Avenue: Non-contributing
ca. 1830s, altered

Four-story, three-bay structure, covered with brickface, trim
removed. -~ Modern storefront, )

JERSEY AVENUE: Bl ocks 315, 278

579 Jersey Avenue: Contributing H#67A
Got hi ¢ R?vi val, ca. 1860, altered

(he and a half stories plus basenent, with two pointed gables.
(ne gabl e wi ndow has pointed drop arch window, the other has
oriel window. Covered with permastone. Entry porch.

580 Jersey Ayonue: Contributing
Italianate, ca. 1870

Four-story, four-bay residence; brickface on first floor, red
brick above. Arched brownstone lintels, brownstone sills.
Original door surround with beaded cast iron col ums.

581 Jersey Avenue: Contributing

Itali anate, ca. 1870

Four-story, four-bay brick rowhouse with bracketed wood cornice
and el aborate bracketed lintels and sills. Wod storefront with
bracketed, dentillated cornice and store w ndows. Recently
rehabilitated.

582 Jersey Avenue: Contributing
Italianate, ‘ca. 1870
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Brick rowbouse, three stories plus basenent, three bays.

Bracket ed wood cornice, arched lintels, brownstone sills,

original door surround with transom and doubl e doors. Br ownst one
water table and stoop.

583 Jersey Ayenue: Contributing
Qeek Revival/ltalianate, ca. 1860s

Two-story plus basenent, two-bay painted brick rowhouse.
Bracket ed wood cornice; brownstone lintels, ,sills, water table,
and st oop. .

584-584 1/2 Jersey Avenue: " Contribut i ng
I'tal1anate, ca. 1860s

Three-story plus basement, two-bay brick rowhouses. Brownstone
lintels and sills, brownstone band coursing and water table.
Paired arched wi ndows on first floor, entries with transom and
doubl e doors. Original cast iron fence and railings,

585 Jersey, Avenue: Vacant

586 Jersey Avenue: Contri buting
[tall anate, ca. 1860s

Three-story plus basenment, three-bay painted brick rowhouse.
Bracketed wood cornice, brownstone sills, water table and stoop.
Arched cast iron lintels. Oliginal iron fence.

587 Jersey Avenue: Vacant

588 Jersey Avenue: Contri buting
Ital i anate, ca. 1880s

Two stories plus basenment, three bays. Painted brick. Bracketed
wood cornice; brownstone lintels, sills, and water table.

589 Jersey... Avenue: Contributing
G eek Revival, ca. 1850s, altered

Two stories, three bays, painted brick. Stepped parapet,
brownstone lintels and sills. Garage door on first floor,

590-590 1/2-592 Jersey Avenue: Contributing #68
I tal Lanat e, ca. 1860s
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Three stories plus basement, three bays. Bracket ed wood
cornices; arched, dentilled cast iron lintels and door hoods;
brovnstone water table and stoops.

591 Jersey .Avenue: Contributing #69
Italianate/ Second Enpire, ca. 1860, altered

Freestanding two and a half story house, four bays across facade.
VWi te brickface, mansard roof with arch-headed dormers. Cornice
covered.

594 Jersey Avenue: Contributing #68
Ttalianate, ca. 1860

Three stories plus basenent, two bays, brick. Bracketed wood
8orn|ce, brownstone lintels, sills, and water table. Double wood
00rS.

JERSEY AVENUE: Bl ocks 318, 279

Non-
593 Jersey Avenue: Contributing #71
Art Deco, ca, 1940

Three stories, two bays of paired windows. G ound story
commercial, storefront clapboarded with recent colonial revival
doorway. Decorative brickwork.

596- 602. Jersey Avenue: Key #70
North Baptist Church
Victorian Got hic, 1885

This Victorian Gothic church of red brick, stone and terra cotta
Is characterized by its assymetry» polycbrorny arid Gothic arches.
The west froat has a single pointed gable with a canpanile risinjg
at the .southwest corner. Circa 1980, the roof and interior of
the church was destroyed by fire. However, the west end and
south wall were left intact and the building was enclosed with a
new flat roof. At 602 is a smaller chapel of a simlar style,
presented February 26, 1891.

995-597-599-601 Jersey Avenue:

, Avenue: Contri buti ng #T1
Itali anate, ca. 1870

Four-story plus basenent, three-bay painted brick rowhouses.
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Bracketed wood cornices, arched lintels, brownstone sills and
water table. Arched doorways and first floor w ndows. 599 has
original cast iron fence and railing.

603 Jersey Avenue: Contributing
Geek Revival, ca. 1865

Brick rowhouse, 3 1/2 stories, 3 bays, slate mansard roof with
two pedinented dormers. Dentilled wood cornice.

605 Jersey Avenue: Key : #12
ueen Anne, ca. 1880

An oustanding residence, three-stories plus basenent, two bays
wi de, wth rusticated ashlar stone facing at first floor and
base. A netal-clad oriel stretches fromthe 2nd floor to the
roof, crowned by a hexagonal cone-shaped roof. The spandrels of
the oriel are decorated with garlands and geonetric nedal | ions.
The facade is further enbellished by projecting nolded brick
B|Iasters extending fromthe 2nd floor to the roof wth _
rownst one band coursing and brackets. An arched w ndow openi n%
\f/v_ith stffl;\i ned glass transom and arched doorway add interest to the
| rst oor .

604-606 Jersey Avenue: Contributing
[TalTanate, ca. 1865

Three-story plus basement, 3-bay brick rowhouses with arched
brownstone lintels, stone sills, water table and stoop.
Bracket ed wood cornices, original cast iron railings and fences,
entry with transom and doubl e wood doors.

607 Jersey Avenue: Contributing
[talTanate, ca. 1865

Four-story, 3-bay brick building with bracketed brownstone
lintels wth incised decoration, lintels and sills |inked by
corbelled brick and brownstone coursing, elaborate double bracked
wood cornice. Entry altered, )

608 Jersey Avenue: Contributing
[tal1anate, ca. 1870

One-story brick garage with wood cornice with carved frieze. Two
wood garage doors with cross bracing.
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609 Jersey Avenue; Contributing ‘ 473

[tallanate, ca. 1870

Four-story, 4-bay brick tenement with bracketed wood cornice,
arched lintels, browistone sills- Storefront at ground floor
with bracketed wood cornice. Doorway, w th double wood doors, is
flanked by beaded cast iron colums supporting cast iron lintel
W th rosettes.

JERSEY AVENUE: Blocks 317, 280

611-611 1/2 Jersey Avenue: Contributing #r4
Ttallanate, ca. /1870

Brick tenenents, 4 stories plus basenent, 2 bays with arched
brownstone lintels, brownstone sills, and bracketed wood cornice.
611 1/2 has brownstone facing with double arched w ndow.

613 Jersey Avenue: Contributing
TtalTanate, ca. 1865

Three-story, 3-bay rowhouse, faced with stucco resenbling
br ownst one. Arched stone lintels and door surround, bracketed
stone sills and bracketed wood corni ce.

612-614-614_1/2-616-618 Jersey Avenue_:. Key #75
GQeek Revival/Ttalilanate, ca. 1860

Row of five brick rowhouses with arched dentilled lintels and
door surrounds, browntone Kills, water table and basenents, and
bracket ed wood corni ces.

615 Jer sey Avenue: Non-contributing
Date unknown

Two-story, 3-bay structure covered with permastone, cornice
covered and storefront altered.

617 Jersey.. Avenue: Contributing
Geek Revival/ltalianate, ca, 1865

Pai nted brick rowhouse, three stories plus basement, 3-bays,
wi th bracketed wood cornice, flat brownstone lintels and sills.
Entry has original transom and doubl e doors.
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COLES STREET: Bl ock 314

50 Coles Street: Non-contributing #58
Two-story & basenent extension of 290 Third Street, sided with
bl ue vi nyl,

COLES STREET: Bl ock 315

54-56Coles Street: Contributing #59
[talianate, ca. 1870s

Four-story, four-bay brick tenenents. Cornice renoved. Flat
brownstone sills. First story (once comrercial) bricked in but
retains dentillated wood cornice of storefront.

58-60 Coles Street: I nt rusi on #59
Date unknown

One-story brick comrercial, no trim resurfaced with stucco.

QCLES _STREET: Bl ock 316

7.8 Coles..Street: Contributing #60
Eclectic, ca, 1860s, altered

Three stories, 2 bays with stucco at 1st floor and brickface
above. Pall adian wi ndow at 1st floor and hal f-ti nbered gable.

80-82 Coles Street: Contri butin #60
Geek RevivalllTtaltanate, ca. 1860s

Three stories, 2-bay rowhouses with brickface facade, flat
brownstone lintels and sills, sinple bracketed wood cornice.

84 .(wles Street: Vacant

88 Coles (301 Fifth) Street: Contributing #60
Qeek Revival/Ttalianate, ca. 1860s

Three-story, brick rowhouse with brownstone lintels and sills,
simpl e bracketed wood cornice. Extends two bays on Coles and 6
bays on Fifth St.
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CCOLES STREET: Bl ock 317

90 Coles (304 Fifth! Street: Contributing #El
92 Coles Street: Contributing #61

One story, 3~bay, brick structure faced with stucco resenbling
brownstone and sinple bracketed wood cornice,

94Col es Street: Contri buting #61
Italianate, ca. 1860s

Three-story plus basement, 2-bay rowhouse with yellow brickface,
bracket ed wood cornice, brownstone sills and watertable.

96 Coles Street: Vacant
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Throughout the late the seventeenth century and into the

ei ghteenth century, Bergen continued to be the popul ati on center
and seat of governnment. Lower Jersey City was still chiefly
marshl and with settlements clustered around four |ocations; the
causeway between Paulus Hook and Bergen (later Newark Avenue),
the Van Vorst farm near the water at Henderson Street, a

nei ghbor hood north of Pavonla' Avenue, and the present Van Vorst
Park Historic District area.(6) In 1685 a book published in

Edi nburgh reported that there were "seventy famlies living in
Bergen, four at Commmipaw, five or six at Ahasinmus, two or three
at Hoboken."(7) Late eighteenth century devel opnent too was
largely confined to Bergen except for a ferry established in 1764
at Paul us Hook, then owned by Cornelius Van Vorst.(8) In 1804
Van Vorst sold the Hook and the ferry franchise to Anthony Dey
who, with a group of New York | awers and businessnmen, fornmed the
Associ ates of Jersey Conpany and conm ssioned Joseph Mangin to
survey the purchase. (9)

The Harsinus area was also purchased and surveyed in the early

ni neteenth century although title to the Iand had [ong been in

di spute. At Sir Ceorge Carteret's death his property was sold to
pay his debts and was purchased by WIliam Perm and el even

associ ates known as the Proprietors. In 1724 this group sold the
land to Archi bal d Kennedy, the King's Receiver CGeneral in New
York.(10) Title to the land was never clear since the Dutch
living in the town of Bergen had a claimthat preceded that of
the English. In 1753, Kennedy brought suit against the Bergen
freehol ders, beginning a case that was not finally resolved until
1804. Al though Kennedy had died by this time, his estate was
paid $20,000 for his interest in the land by John B, Coles of New
York, Coles also paid $14,285 to Bergen Township. (11)

Devel opnent:  1850- 1887

Col es, one of the Associates of the Jersey Conpany and a wealthy
New York flour merchant, had his 500~acre purchase surveyed by
Mangin and laid out in a grid containing 294 blocks. Four of

t hese blocks were smaller in order to allow land for a central
square while the remaining 290 were each intended to have 32 lots
measuring 25 by 100 "f«wt,(12) There were no street names on the
original map, Mst of the nineteenth century maps list the east-
west streets as follows: north of Bay Street is South Eighth
Street (present day First Street) with the nunbers decreasing
until they reach Ham I ton Park and Pavonia Avenue. North of the
Park the nunbers increase beginning with North First Street
(currently Ninth Street).
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Other street names were in use concurrently. On the 1850 Dripps
Map and in some directory references, First Street is Harsinus;
Second Street is Norman; Third Street is Wllow, Fourth Street is
G lbert; Fifth Street is Brook; Sixth Street is Hill; Seventh
Street is Mnturn; and Eighth Street is listed as Garretson.
Present day Coles Street appears as Ontario.

South of the area purchased by John Coles lay the Newark Turnpike
(now Newark Avenue), inportant as the connector between Paul us
Hook and Ber gen. The investment opportunity of this route was
recogni zed by the Associates of Jersey who also formed the Newark
Tur npi ke Conpany, Aware of the inpact that the configuration of
the Turnpi ke would have on the surrounding area, Coles had a
clause inserted in the conpany's charter that required the road
to confirmto street lines as laid out on his map. The Turnpike
Company ignored this provision, however, and the road retained
its original angle,(13) Thus the nei ghborhood departs from the
grid pattern that usually dom nates planned cities. The di agonal
of Newark Avenue also resulted in unusually configurated bl ocks
an' bui | di ngs.

Both Harsinmus and Jersey Gty were part of Bergen County and
Bergen Township until 1838 when Jersey City becanme a separate
muni ci pality. Two years later Hudson County was formed from part
of Bergen County and in 1841 the township of Van Vorst was
established. The township was bounded "on the north by a creek
separating it from Hoboken, on the east and south by MII| Creek,
following MII Creek to Coramuni paw Cove to G ove Street (the
newy established Iimt of Jersey City) and on the east by Gove
Street and Harsinmus Cove."(14) Van Vorst Township was divi ded
into two districts: the area north of Newark Avenue was known as
Pavonia and Newark Avenue and the area outh of it was referred
to as Harsinus.

Over half of the township was still farm and in 1843, and even
five years later the population was only 3600.(15) Al though
nost of the land was vacant in 1850, as shown on the Dripps map,
the area now known as Harsinmus Cove contained three industries (H
& G Soule Jewelers, Jersey Gty Gum and Color Wrks, and Smth,
Darron and Conpany Pencil Case Factory); two churches (Pavonia
ME. and G ace Episcopal); a coal yard; and Weaver's Arms, an inn
on Newark Avenue; as well as 213 other structures. Fromthe map
it is evident that in 1850 nore buil dings were |ocated on Newark
Avenue and G ove Street than on the other streets of the
district,
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This clustering of buildings on Newark and G- ove was encour aged
by the location of the devel opnments sponsored by Van Vorst
lcv.rbM' d-iring its ten years of existence, 1841-1851. Physical

i nprovenents included a public punp at the corner of Bay Street
and Newark Avenue, pavenent on the west side of Grove Street from
Newar k to Pavonia, flag pavenent sidewal ks on the bl ock bounded
by Newark, G ove, Barrow, and Railroad, and the first street |anp
at the corner of G ove Street and Christopher Colunbus Drive
(formerly Railroad Avenue).(16)

One of the biggest obstacles the township faced was establishing
ownershi p of Newark Avenue. Still owned by the Turnpi ke Conpany
in the 1840s, the road had open drai nage ditches which posed a
heal th and safety nui sance. Van Vorst citizens appeal ed
successfully to the legislature to have the road from G ove
Street to Monmouth ceded to the township.(17)

Town meetings were first held at David Bedford's inn on the south
side of Newark Avenue between G ove and Barrow and subsequently
in Weaver's Arnms further west on Newark Avenue.(18) 1In 1850, the
township requested two lots for a city hall site fromthe heirs
of John Coles. Denied this donation, the town chose to refurbish
a roomin the fire station on Bay Street to serve as a neeting
and voting place.(19) The original firehouse was destroyed by
fire and replaced by the present Police Headquarters. (20)

A conparison of the 1850 and 1873 maps illustrates the tremendous
buil ding activity that took place during these years, |n 1850,
the first school, Harsimus Public School No. 1, was built on
Third Street (South Sixth) near G ove, It was during this
period, too, that Jersey City becanme a ngjor transportation
center with acconpanying industrialisation and imm gration. The
city also grew in area. By 1851, the physical separation between
Jersey Gty and Van Vorst had been reduced as nmarshes and streans
were filled in and streets extended; and the two municipalities,
with a conbi ned popul ati on of about 12,000 voted to consolidate.
Van Vorst became the Third and Fourth Wards of Jersey City with
polling places at the Bay Street fire station and at the corner
of Grove Street and Col unbus Drive.(21)

Grove and Erie Streets and Jersey Avenue supported a small nunber
of comercial buildings as a result of their proximty to the
heavi ly commerci al Newark Avenue, J.H, Snyth, for exanpl e,
advertised his Family G ocery Store at the corner of Grove and
Fourth Streets, and his house was also |ocated there.
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Al t hough a predom nantly residential area north of Newark Avenue,
during the last quarter of the 1800s Harsi mus Cove contai ned
three industries. The Thomas J. Stewart Conpany, a carpet

cl eani ng and storage business, occupied the building at Erie and
Fifth Streets, which was recently converted to a senior citizen
resi dence. In 1879, Stewart purchased the jewelry manufacturing
conpany of the Soule Brothers and in 1888 constructed a new
buil ding on that site, (220 This business, with a main office at
46th Street and Broadway in New York, was pronoted in a |ocal
publication as the "largest and nost successful carpet-cleaning
industry in the world. "(23) Qher industries were a soap

manuf acturing plant at First and Coles Street owned by Seth
Billington (24 and a chair factory |located at 208 Bay Street
bet ween Erie and Jersey,

Six churches were constructed in the district between 1849 and
1892. Pavonia M E, (1849), and the original St. Mary's (1863)
are no |onger standing. Churches that do remain, however, are
Grace Van Vorst (1850-1853), St. Boniface (1865), Second
Presbyterian (now | gl esi a Pent acostal Bet hsai da) (1869, and
North Baptist (1891). (25 Another church, a sinple wood-frane
building on Fifth Street purchased by St. Matthew s Lutheran from
a Baptist congregation and enlarged in 1871, also served as a
synagogue before being converted into apartnments. (26

During this period a second school, Public School No. 5 was

constructed on Bay Street, St. Francis Hospital was established
in 1864 at the corner of Coles and Fourth Streets, and two years
|ater noved to Erie and Second. [In 1869, because of increasing

demand for services, a lot on Ham | ton Park was purchased and a
new bui |l di ng erected. (27) (None of these buil dings reraain.)

Prom nent Citizens

The character of the Harsinus Cove Hi storic District was defined
by the inhabitants as well as by the buildings. 1In the late

ni neteenth century, the area was the honme of many locally

prom nent citizens. Robert C Bacot, whose cottage at Jersey and
Third appears on the 1850 map, was an engi neer, architect, arid
city surveyor who purchased the right of way for the Harsinus
Branch of the New Jersey Railroad and Canal Conpany and was in
charge of buil ding the Hackensack wat erworks. (28) Davi d Bedford
of Grove Street was a magi strate who owned the inn that served as
the first meeting place of Van Vorst Township.
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John B. Coles' son, Edward, had an office at the corner of Jersey
and Fifth (South Fourth) where he Managed his father's estate
valued at $688,625—the |largest real estate holding in Jersey
Cty in 1856. (29 Isaac Corriell, principal of Van Vorst's
public school, lived at the corner of G ove and Second (South
Seventh), and Abrier Corriell, a teacher at the school, boarded
there. The principal of Jersey City's public school, Dr. Albert
T, Smith, lived at 5 Pavonia Place, one of a row of buil dings on
Fourth (G lbert) Street,

Ot her prom nent local citizens living in the district included
Frederick Payne, owner of the |argest nmeat and provision house in
Jersey City; (300 Seth Billington, who lived at 289 First Street
(South Ei ghth) near his soap manufacturing conpany at First and
Coles Streets; the Soule Brothers, whose jewelry factory was

|l ocated at Fifth and Erie; GOscar Kopetschny, a physician who
lived in the house now used as a funeral hone on the corner of
Jersey Avenue and Fourth Street; and John H, Ward, president of
the Fifth Ward Savi ngs Bank. (31)

In sone cases people who were not residents wore responsible for
the devel opment of the district, Dudley S. Gegory, the first
mayor of Jersey City and resident of Paulus Hook was anong them
In 1856, Gregory was the largest individual |andowner in the
city, holding real estate valued at $314,820, including a row of
bui l di ngs on Second Street, (32) Indicated on the 1850 map, three
of these houses still stand. Thomas J, Stewart, whose factory
was established in 1879, |ived on Bergen Avenue, outside the
district. (33)

A | arge nunber of buil ders, developers, and architects apparently
lived i.n the district between 1850 arid 1890, the period of
greatest devel opment. WIlliamH Wod appears in directories as
a speculator and later as the city surveyor, Charles G Sisson,
whose buil dings on Third Street appear on the 1850 map, and

Al exander Arbunkle, who lived on the corner of Grove and Bay,
were both contractors. HiramGlbert, with an office |ocated at
Erie and Fourth, advertised in 1854 that he was "proprietor of a
| arge number of lots in the Fourth Ward..." as well as lots on
Bergen Hei ghts and in East Newark. W/ |iam Keeney (Second
Street) and John Hal |l aday (Pavonia Avenue) devel oped the

Laf ayette section of Jersey City in 1856, and by 1862 both had
noved to Lafayette.

Begi nning in 1834, when the night ferry service to Manhattan was
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established, (34) Jersey Cty devel oped as a suburb of New York,
and many residents worked across the Hudson. These ranged from
Dani el MLeod, a bookbinder at 59 Ann Street, to Heary A,
Booraem a successful New York busi nessman whose real estate in
Jersey Gty was worth $66,500 in 1856. (35)

Anot her resident who worked in New York was M chael Lienau, a
German i mm grant who becane wealthy as an inporter of w nes and
liquors,(36) In Jersey CGty, Lienau served as President of the
First National Bank of Jersey City and as a director of the
Mat t hi essen- Wi chers Sugar Refining Conpany, married twice into
old Jersey Gty famlies, and was influential in securing a
nunmber of comm ssions for his brother, architect Detlef Lienau,
who also lived in the district.(37) -M chael's ow house, a
freestanding Carpenter CGothic cottage on the southeast corner of
Third and Jersey Avenue(denolished), was the first building to be
desi gned by Detlef following his immgration in 1848.

Archi tect Detl ef Li enau

A prolific nineteenth-century architect who studied under Henri
Labrouste in Paris, Lienau practiced architecture in Arerica from
1848 to 1887, designing significant buildings in New York,
Newport, and Savannah.(38) Anong his better-known buildings are
the Hart M Schiff house in New York, the Lockwood-Matthews
mansi on, Norwal k, Connecticut, and the Del ancey Kane house,
Newport, Rhode Island.(39) In Jersey City, where he lived until
shortly before his death, he designed G ace Church, its rectory
and parish hall, the house for his brother, the J. D ckinson

M Il er house, the Matthi essen-Wichers Sugar Refinery, the First
Nat i onal Bank of Jersey City, and the Henry A Booraem houses on
Second Street between G ove and Henderson.

Grace Van Vorst Church, one of Jersey City's designated |ocal

| andmar ks and individually listed in the National Register, with
its rectory, appears to be the only surviving exanple of Lienau's
work in Jersey Qty.(40) The second structure to serve the

Epi scopal congregation, Gace Church was built in 1850 on Erie
Street on three lots donated by Ms. Sarah Van Vorst and three of
her children.(41) Because M chael was an active nenber of the
congregation at the tine, and married to Sarah Adel i ne Boor aer a,
the sister-in-law of Cornelia Van Vorst Booraem one of the
donors of the land for the church site, his brother was a | ogical
choi ce to design the building. (42)

| nportant as one of Lienau's first large conm ssions that hel ped
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to establish his reputation, the church took three years to build
and was first used in 1853 for Detlef Lienau's marriage _
cerenony, (43) Designed in the Gothic Revival style, it was built
of random ashlar brownstone quarried at Belleville, NJ,(44)
Designed only four years after the conpletion of James Renw ck's
G ace Church in New York, one of the first Gothic Revival

buil dings in Arerica, Gace Van Vorst is a less archeolo?ica
interpretation of the style. The church has a slate roo
ornanented with iron crestln%, a corbelled arcaded cornice and
buttresses. |Its clerestory has circular w ndows with quatrefoi
tracery. In 1864, the expanding congregation conm ssioned Lienau
to enlarge the building by extending the nave and aisles by two
bays, The Norman Gothic tower on the south side, enclosing the
baptistry, was not built until 1912-1913,

In 1867, Lienau designed the rectorg, | ocated to the west of the
church. Also faced with irregular Belleville brownstone, the
rectory has an L~shaped plan and is two stories high with _
basement and attic. [Its dormer wi ndows with bargeboards and its
steep hipped roof are characteristic of the Gothic Revival as
applied in residential buildings. The church and rectory forma
significant exanple of Lienau's early work.

Housi ng for the Working O ass

Hi storically the nei ghborhood of Harsinmus Cove served working
class people as well as those who were |ocally prom nent or

weal thy. In the 1850s, residents' occupations Included:

but cher, sal oonkeeper, druggist, foundrytnan, barber, mason,
baker, carpenter, draper and tailor, |aborer, pencil case naker,
and china gil der.

Follow ng the pattern for Jersey City as a whole, the imm grant,
Cat holic and working class quu ation of the district probably
increased from 1850 to 1880.(45) The availability of working

cl ass housi ng was one of Jerse% Gty's naLor selling points, An
1875 publication boasted that businesses had been driven from New
York due "to the onerous taxation and the al nost insurnmountable
obstacl e of providing suitable houses for the workingman and his
famly at a noderate cost; all these objections are obviated in
Jersey City, She has residences within the reach of every
econom cal workman, " (48)

Characteristic of the type of housing built during this period
was a row of ten, three-story houses designed in 1871 by Detl ef
Li enau and built on the south side of Second Street between



MPS farm 10 000 « OMB NO 1034 QQiS
(3-821 EXD 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior wwmqﬁﬂﬂwﬁﬂ :
National Park Service !gumﬂ -wu..,“wg{{g#
. . . . L ﬁ'-F‘Q,‘ N
National Register of Historic Places "“';!;l,} AT w;-;';m
Inventory—Nomination Form “oaweantared © L
Harsimus Cove HD, Jersey City, Hudson Coufi'ty;"NJ R
Continuation sheet  Significance ilem number 8 Page g

Henderson and Grove for Henry A. Booraem  Shown on the 1873 map,
this row no |onger exists and therefore could not now be included
in the district. However, it was representative of the style of
construction of many rows within the district, and may have

i nfluenced those built later. Each house, eighteen feet w de,
had three bays, segnmentally arched wi ndows, a high stoop, and a
doubl e door. The architect's elevation indicates the w ndow
sills originally featured brackets, which were |ater erased.

The growth of the Harsinus Cove H storic District was greatly

i nfluenced by the devel opnment of the railroads. In 1867, the
United Railroad and Canal Conpany (fornerly the New Jersey
Rai | road and Transportation Conmpany) purchased the waterfront at
Harsi nus Cove, east of the district. The conpany experienced
financi al probl ems and subsequently leased its roads and the cove
to the Pennsylvania Railroad. The Pennsylvania continued the
policy of reclaimng land fromthe cove begun in 185 by the Long
Dock Conpany, and by the 1880s the Harsinus Cove term nal was the
| argest installation in the harbor, and included piers, float
bridges, elevators, freight houses, warehouses, a st ock ?;ard
engine termnal, and storage yard,(47) Prior to 1882, t
purchased land for elevated tracks to the cove. The Harsinus
Branch tracks were enlarged between 1895 and 1905 by construction
of a viaduct which elimnated houses on the south side of Sixth
Street. The viaduct forns the northern boundary of the proposed
historic district and separates it from the Hamlton Park

H storic District.

Early in the twentieth century, the area in downtown Jersey City
around Newark Avenue and G ove Street |ost sonme of its commerci al
i nportance. Because Jersey City was forned from several towns,
there have historically been four major shopping centers, but

Newar k Avenue, fromWarren Street to Jersey Avenue, was still the
principal trading center with the highest property values as late
“as 1009.

However, shortly thereafter the chief commercial center shifted
to the Journal Square area—a shift facilitated by the opening of
t he Hudson and Manhattan tube station at Summt Avenue in 1910.
The 1927 opening of the Holland Tunnel also contributed to the
transition, and by the early twentieth century the fashionable
residential area was |ocated above the Palisades,

This transition to uptown Jersey City has had the fortunate
result in leaving largely intact a collection of fine late
ni neteenth- and early twentieth-century commercial, residential,
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and public buildings that characterize the Harsinmus Cove H storic
District.

1. C H Wnfield, Hstory of the County of Hudson, HJ. from
its Earliest Settlenment To the Present Tinme, New York, 1874, 15.

2. J.M Kelley, RM Mirphy, and WF. Hoehrenbeck, Jersey Gty
Tercentenary 1660-1960, Jersey City, 1960, 23.

3. D Van Wnkle, Hstory..d.the Minicipalities of Hudson
County, Hew Jersey, New York and I cago, 4,

4. Wnfield, 19

5 Wnfield, 19

6. A MlLean, History of Jersey City, New Jersey: A Record of
%Bs Earl.y Settlement and Corporate Progress, Jersey City, 1895,
7. Kelly, 25. «

8. Wnfield, 242

9. Wnfield, 249

10. Van W nKl e, 40,

11. Wnfield, 314.

12, J.F. Mangin, Map of that Part of the Town of Jersey Conmonly
Cal | ed Ahar si nus; p. 22 of Map of Hudson County, Hoboken, 1880.

13, McLean, 22.

14. D, Van Wnkle, "Hudson .Oountxl_ Gowth and Devel opment," no,
12 of a 22-pamphlet conpilation, H storical Society of Hudson

County, 2.
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15. MLean, 52, 53.
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18. McLean, 51.
19. McLean, 53.

200 A Brief History of the Jersey City Fire Departmentfrom
1829 to 1912. Jersey City, 1912, 5.

21. McLean, 55.

22. WG Mirhead, ed., Jersey City of Today, Jersey City, 1909,
92.

23. Mui r head, 92.

24. WH. Shaw, History of Essex and Hudson Counties, New Jersey,
vol. 11, Philadel phia, 1884, 1163.

25. MlLean, 55. W G Miirhead, ed,, Jersey City of Today,
Jersey City, 1909, 92.

26. McLean, 300.
27. Van Wnkle, 156.
28. McLean, 350, 351.

29. Oficial TaxLi stofJersey City for 1856, New York, 1857,
240.

30. McLean, 385,
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33.  Miirhead, 39.




NPS Form 10tOO« OMB No i024-OGia

e} Exp  10-31-84
United States Department of the Interior g ey ;w;,m
National Park Service ','!'"Hl’lul-wﬂmﬂ
National Register of Historic Places _'at%':;w: e _,m
| nventory—Nomination Form e

Harsimus Cove HD, Jersey Gty, Hudson Qun't'”r *»J "' 2 kAT
Continuation  sheet  Significance __  item nunber 8  Page 1.2

34, D.V. Shaw, The Making of an Imm grant Gty: Ethnic and
Cultural Conflict in Jersey Gty. New Jersey, 1850- 1877,

Unpubl'i shed PhD Dissertation, University of Rochester, 1973, 7,

35. Oficial Tax List for 1856, 236.

36, E.W Kramer, The Donestic Architecture of Detlef Lienau, A
Conservative Victorian, Unpublished PhD D ssertation, New York
Uni versity, 1957, 43.

37. Kranmer, 42.

38. Kraner, 1.

39. Kraner, xi.

40. The house designed by Detlef Lienau for his brother M chael
was still standing as late as 1938, as shown by records of the
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since been replaced by a supernmarket.

41. McLean, 278.

42, Kramer, 54.

43, Kramer, 78.

44, McLean, 278,

45.  Shaw, V.

46. Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey: The Railroad Centre
of. the ...East, New York, 1875 4.

47. C.W Condi t, The Port of New York; A History of The Rail and
Term nal System from the Begi nning to Pennsylvania Station,
Chi cago, 1980.
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-Il.
Tra
e

Verbal Boundary Description

From the center of the intersection of Manila Drive (Qove
Street) and Bay Street; west on the centerline of Bay Street to
the east lot line of 227 Bay Street; south to the rear iot |ine
of 227 Bay Street; west along the rear lot lines to the west |ot
line of 235 Bay Street, north to the centerline of Bay Street;
west to the west lot line of 244 Bay Street; north to the side
lot line of 13 Erie Street, west to the rear lot line of 13 Erie
Street; north along the rear lot lines of 13 through 17 Erie
Street and the side lot line of 245 First Street to the
centerline of First Street; west to the west lot line of 308
First Street, north to the rear lot |line of 279 Second Street;
west to the rear lot line of 46 Coles Street, north to the rear
lot line of 285 Second Street; west along the rear lot lines to
the centerline of Coles Street; north to the railroad viaduct
north of 96 Coles Street; east along the railroad viaduct to the
west lot line of 200 Fifth Street, south along the rear lot I|ines
of 437 to 369 Manila Drive to the centerline of First Street;
east to the center of the intersection of Manila Drive and First
Street, south along the center line of Manila Drive to the north
lot line of 364 Manila Drive, east to the rear lot |ine of 354
Manila Drive, south to the centerline of Bay Street, west to the
center of the intersection of Bay Street and Manila Drive.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Harsinus Cove Historic District were
determ ned using the foll ow ng guidelines;

1. The honpgeneous residential character of the distri.ct as
conpared to the comrerci al devel opment of Newark Avenue.

2. The historical devel opment of the area.

3. The existence of concentrated new construction that is
architecturally distinct fromthe pre-existing residential area.

4. The architectural significance of individual buildings
including the degree of alteration to existing facades and
overall relationship to the streetscape.

5. The existence of manmade barriers form ng physical
boundari es.
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6. The potential benefit to the historic character of the
existing streetscapes in the district by including certain vacant
properties which, if developed, would have an inpact on the

st reet scape.

Utilizing these guidelines, the follow ng general boundaries were
established, and justified, as follows;

Southern Boundary: The southern boundary of the district was the
most difficult to determ ne because Kewark Avenue includes

buil dings simlar to those in the district. However, it is felt
that Newark Avenue is historically distinct in its devel opnment as
an early highway and as a comercial thoroughfare serving the
entire downtown, and may deserve separate historic designation.

Al t hough the proposed district does contain structures with |ight
comercial uses, the district was built as and continues to
function primarily as a residential area. 1In addition, the

sout hern boundary was problemmatic to determ ne because of the
nunber of parking lots and non-contributing structures |ying

adj acent to Newark Avenue. Consequently, the boundary lines om't
portions of Bay Street, First Street, and Second Street fromthe
di strict,

Western Boundary:  The western boundary of the district is drawn
partly from the distinction of Newark Avenue nentioned above and,
nore inportantly, from the degree of alteration that has occurred
to properties west of (oles Street. It extends from nunber 50

Coles Street to the Railroad vi aduct.

Nort hern Boundary: The railroad viaduct between Fifth and Sixth
Streets fornms a manmade barrier that separates Harsinus Cove from
t he nei ghboring Ham I ton Park area. The possibility of including
the viaduct was considered. However, it seened arbitrary to
include only that portion between Grove and Coles Streets and not
the remainder. The railroad is also as distinct in use fromthe
district as is Newark Avenue, which was al so not included.

East ern_ Boundary. Mani | a Avenue (formerly Grove Street) has
recently been redevel oped with new housing that is not
architecturally conpatible with the typical historic residential
devel opnent of the district. The rear lot lines of this new
housi ng were selected to be the eastern boundary of the district.
One row of tenement buil dings on Manila Avenue, nunbers 354, 356,
358, 360, 362, and 384, and the structures facing them (nunbers
355-367 Mani |l a Avenue)/ have been included in the district, as
they have retained their architectural integrity and the essenti al
residential character of the district.
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James E. McGreevey Department of Environmental Protection
Governor Division of Parks &. Forestry, Historic Preservation Office
PO Box 404, Trenton, NJ08625-0404
TEL; (609) 292-2023 FAX; (609) 984-0578
www.state.nj .us/dep/hpo

BradleyM.Campbell
Commissioner

MEMORANDUM

TO: Marc A. Matsil, Assistant Commissioner

Natural and Historic Resources
A

FROM:  Dorothy P. Guzzo, Adminisigatojf”
Historic Preservation Offitr"T~pp\

DATE: December 19, 2003 y
RE: St. Anthony of Padua Church

The New Jersey and National Register nomination for the . Anthony of Padua Church,
Jersey City, Hudson County is attached for your consideration,

This application was unanimously approved by the State Review Board at their meeting of
September 17, 2003. There were no objections to this nomination.

If you agree that this site is eligible for ihe New Jersey and National Register, please sign
the cover letter and nomination forms where indicated.

If you have any questions or comments about this nomination, please call me at 4-0176 or
Terry Karschner at 4-0545.

Thank you.

f>.P O,

IVeH Jersey is an Equal Opportunity Emoloyer
e rfad Prmar
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J&iatc of ~etn Aersey
James E McOreevey - DepaiDneni of Environmental Protection Btullev 24 gl
Governor Natural and Historic Resouices TR BT |
PO Box 404

Trenton, NJ 08625-0404
TEL (609)292-3541 FAX (609)984-0836

Ms. Carol Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, Q.C. 20240

Dear 1

| am pleased to submit St. Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church, Jersey City,
Hudson County, New Jersey for National Register consideration.

Thisapplication IMS received majority approval from the New Jersey State Review*
Board for Historic Sites All procedureswere followed in accordance with regulations
published in the Federal Register.

Should you want any further infot mation concerning this application, please feel
freeto contact Dorothy P Guzzo, Administrator, New Jersey Historic Preservation Office,
P.O. Box 404, Trenton, New Jersey 08625 or call her at (609) 984-0176.

Sincerely,

ra

Marc A. Matsil
Deputy StateHistoric
Preservation Officer

W deelet 1T at Ctfintl Of tptoriastiy £ntpltiltt
Kei Htft! /uf*tv
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This form is lor use in nominating or requesting determinations (or individual propOrties and disfncts. See instructions in How to Cofnpteto the
National Register ol Htstonc Places Registration f-orm (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each rtem by marking "x" in the appropriate box
by atitanng the information requested it an item does not apply to me property being docimwnted, enter "N(A" (or "not applicable " Far tvmciKW
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1. Name of I-Droperty .
o St. Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church
historic name i .
other names/site number. - -
2. Location

street & number . 457J4onmoirth Strest . — D not for publication

- - o —— ————m =

atyortown ]Fm':y,E',w__ - o v e (J ViCiNity
state __Hm Itrse:f code J? _ county _l‘ri@ﬁ rwema— . Code W Zip code _,m

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act. as amended. | hereby certify that this 153 nomination

O request for determination ol eligibility meets the documentation standards (or leojsienng properties in the National Register ot
Historic Places and meets Ihe procedural and professional requirements set lorth m 36 CFR Part 60 In my opinion, IhP property
GE£ meets D does not meet the National Register criteria | recommend that this properly be considered significant

C3 nationally Q statensydCTX locally “H See continuation sheet for aditional comments 1
2375
e s

Laur Comoisdionor Hatueal & Hisrprir Besnucce s ISHED '

a2 1 -
State of Federal agency and bureau |

wer oo P e —— —r—r1 1 L — R R | N — —_—

Signature ol certifying otfiofal/Title

[
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— L — -

In my opinion, the pTOpefty Cl meets C3 does not meel the National Register cmena (U See continuation sheet lor addmonai |
comments) .

§ignature ol certifying Officiain iHe - _ Date

State or Federél_ag_ency and bureau

rorma (N8 s - — —— e — = o PP L re— = ———

—_ —_— . ded b — . .

4" National Park Service Certification
i neredy certify Ihat IfiP propeny is Stynature ol the Ffrpwr Date ol Action

I") enier’j in the National Reoisiet
I J See ronnnuanon sheet — - PR — e = - ——— -
_” i dHermtned efigibtc )cr me
National Register
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. ] defprrnmed not eligible tot me
Manorial Rpgister S — . —— e m e e

~j removed Irom (he Ndhorul
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S Anthony 6f Padua Church”

NameefP roperty ~ ™ ™

Hudson Coirity, NJ

County and State

5. Classification

Category of Property

Ownership of Prope
b pery (Check only one box)

(Check as many boxes as apply)

K private S3 buildmg(s)
D public-local D district
D public-State D site

D structure
D object

D public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enfer "N/A" if property is not part at a multiple property listing)

"NTS

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Nonconjuibuting
-1 0 buildings
____sites
structures
~T —— e —————ii objects
al Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Oll

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categones from instructions)

THELIGH: charch

s amr arTETYT T

P - — o — — ——

Current Functions
(fcntej*cateagnes from instructions}

RELIGIONY church~

— i g -

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categones from instructions)

“Victorian Gothic

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter caiegoriesjfromjnstructions;j

louricgpon _ SHe0e, Eranite
w’\l Granite, brownstone

-—r —_

Sate

roof i -

other _—

(Describe the histonc and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets |



S. Anthony of Padua Church

Nameof Property

Hudson County™ RJ

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "»" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying me property
tor National Register listing )

&9 A Property ts associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history

[ J 8 Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

83 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction

[ 1 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history

Criteria Considerations
(Mark <V trt all the boxes thai appfy}

Property is

Q£ A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes

D B removed from its original location.

D C a hirthplace or grave

Pl D a cemetery

LJ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure
Q F a commemorative property

iJ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

'‘Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions]

Tithhic Hetilnge — EArapean
"ArchitecEfe

A LR A — L e e TLma
.l.a.lu
rrer

—_— o am

[FTE R FLFT -

o ———— - ™AvET T s T — L orrrm

Significant Dates
1F92', IMF

—_ e L — - - - -— J— —_—

—— el W ELITE PR

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion 6 is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

- — FEETry

J— - _— _—,—,———,— — e — —

——— o rrresri mrian — —_——

Architect/Builder
Toins I helE

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this torrn on one or more continuation sheets i

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

C preliminary determination of individual listing '(36
CFR 67} has been requested

G previously listed in the National Register .

G previously determined eligible by the National
Register

G designated a National Historic Landmark

L) recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
¥

fj recorded bv Historic American Engineering

Primary locatidn of additional data:
D State Historic Preservation Office
D Other State agency
L3 Federal agency
LJ Local government
PJ University
D Other

Name of repository

J— —_—— _T———i JJa1 arail umT.E MR oW



"S. Anthony ‘of Padua Church Hudison Cotinty, NJ-
Name of Property = County and_ State

3@ Geographical_Data

Appox. 25 acre

Acreage of Property

UTM References
(Place addiional UTM references on a continuation sheet }
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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™, See continuadon sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the bounosnes of tne property on a continuation sheet}

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet}

11. Form Prepared By
ramRg TJImaDTZaJcalak

/\| " H 1]
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city or town _Bﬁ B?hk P £ () _E - Zip code 07701

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs |

Representative black and white photographs of the property,

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

foomplete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

"8 Anthony of Fadita Church
name__, - —-
street & HLIMGa 33Q§ixttn?treet' telephone_z,i_ﬁnm _
city or town ., ... me Ei_ﬁ — state _\_/V" __ 2»pcode m___

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications lo me National Hegisier ol Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility (or listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listihgs Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act. as amended (16 U.S C 470 @t seq j

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 1 hours per response including time for reviewing

instructions, gathenng and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
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Section Number 7 Page 1 K. Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church
Jarsey City, Hudson County, Njf

Description

S Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church, located at 457 Monmouth Street, at the corner of Sixth Street, isa
two-story, hybrid basilica plan, Victorian Gothic-influenced church (photo 1). Congtructed in a very densely
populated residential neighborhood, the church is enclosed by residentia buildings on the north (see photos 3-4), the
rectory on the south and Holy Rosary Church on the west (see photo 5). One of the most unique religious edifices in
the City of Jersey City, the church features a rock-faced, granite exterior trimmed with brownstooe, a copper-
sheathed steeple with octagona belfry, and arichly painted interior, with sculptured dtars, mosaic icons and
colorful frescoes. The church is illuminated by amogt thirty elaborate stained glass windows from the Munich
School of stained glass design.  The church represents an architectural blend of western and eastern influences such
as the modified basilica plan, repeated ogees arches, and elaborate combinations of applied interior ornament
Located in the Hamilton Park neighborhood of Jersey City., one block southwest of the designated Hamilton Park
National Register Historic District, and across the street from the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Stem
Embankment,the church was congtructed by Polish immigrants in 1892

The plan of the church is a modified basilicawith a central nave flanked by aides. A hint of transept arms is formed
by the narthex in the eastern end of the church, and transept arms forming the sacristy and rectory flank the apse at
the western end The church plan isunusual inthat it lacksthe traditional clerestory illuminated by windows, hi its
place are solid walls decorated with six frescoes depicting the life of . Anthony of Padua, This division of spaces
within the pfan is reflected in the church faQade (eastern elevation), which is composed of a large central steeple
flanked by single bays which extend from the nave (see photo 2). The rock-faced granite bays are articulated by
projecting clasping buttresses of brownstone.  The symmetrically-composed entrance facade consists of a central,
four-story steeple bay approached by a podium often steps flanked by stone sidewalls. This centra daircase is
matched by dlightly narrower side staircases approaching the aide doors, dso with stone sidewalls. From these
sidewalls extends a projecting water table that serves to unify the lower story of the church. Here is evident the only
major ateration of the exterior: sometime in the 1950s the basement of the church as well as the stairs and the entry
arches were clad with a Permastone product, most likely to stem brownstone spalling.

The lower story is arcuated with three evenly-spaced, ogee-arched entrances (see photo 2). A Gothic-arched
surround with amoulded archivolt and compound piers frames each of the entrances. Within each entrance is a pair
of metd and glass doors surmounted by stained glass quatrefoil transoms on the flanking doors and an inscription
about the founding of the church over the central door. Above each entrance is an ogee-arched stained glass
window with stone tracery and a brownstone surround. The central bay has adouble window which is slightly
shorter than the flanking bays due to the increased stee of the central entrance surround on the ground floor. The
clasping buttresses step back at each floor level culminating in miniature corner towers (pinnacles) topped by copper
spires at the four corners of the narthex. The clasping buttresses delineating the steeple bay end at the top of the
third tier of the tower. Thistower contains four tiers topped by a copper-clad spire. The first tier is the main
entrance to the church. The second tier is the double window above the entrance. The third tier is a single ogee-
arched window forming the base of the projecting section of the steeple. This is surmounted by the fourth tier, the
octagond belfry which is fenestntted by ogee-arched louvers at each facet of the belfry. The dlate-clad roof is
steeply pitched with blind triangular dormers along both long sides of the church. A chimney projects above the
sacristy roof in the northwest section of the church (see photo 4).

The side walls of the church are a so ornamented with clasping buttresses between the bays (see photo 4). The south
side of the church is not visible because the rectory was built againgt it (see photo 5).
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Interior
Vestibule

The vestibule (or narthex) provides a desirable transition space from the street to the nave of the church. At the
northern end of the narthex is a small room containing a niche which projects outside the base of the exterior wall.
Approached through a Gothic-arched opening, this niche contains a Pieta sculpture set on awooden dtar. At the
oppodite end of the narthex is a small room which contains the wooden dtairs to the chair loft. A stained glass
window illuminates both narthex ends. The north end has a small patterned stained glass window, and the south
window depicts S. Anthony with the Child Jesus in the center. At the top of the window are the arms and cross
which are symbols of the Franciscan Order, and in the lower portion, the bread for the poor symbolizing the
charitable work of St. Anthony. The choir gaircase, which makes three sharp turns to ascend to the loft, is finished
with ogee-arched paneling topped by spindies. Below the choir dairs is a narrow staircase leading to the basement.
A central multi-armed chandelier flanked by drop pendant lighting in the narthex ends illuminates the vestibule (see
photos 6-7)

The vestibule leads to an internal set of triple doors opening into the nave Each s&t of paired wooden doors is
approached by afive-step podium of stairs which are finished in tan marble with wrought iron handrails. Each door
contains atri-lobed wired glass panel, brass hinges, doorplates and handles. The doors are stained and varnished to
match the ceiling (see photo 6).

The plaster walls of the vestibule are painted to resemble ashlar masonry with contrasting blocks of stone painted on
the perpendicular ogee arches separating the bays The floor is of contrasting inlaid marble blocks and the wainscot

along the vestibule is pink marble with ablack marble baseboard. The ceiling is tongue and groove pine boards with
boxed supportingjoists, stained and varnished to look like a much richer wood (see photos 6-7),

The indgde of the exterior doors is kalomined bronze, The side exterior entrance doors have stained glass transoms
with quatrefoil dements The south transom represents the Lamb of God and isa ggn that the south aideis
dedicated to Jesus Christ  The north transom depicts the white lilies of Mary, indicating that the north aisle is
dedicated to her

The Nave

The center door leads into the nave of the church while theflanking doors lead into the side aisles Upon entering
the nave, the sweep of high arches carried by the scagliolacolumns on both sSdes leads the eye to the sanctuary and
to the elaborate high altar (see photo 8), The wide nave isflanked by the column-supported walls decorated with
murals of the lite of . Anthony of Padua. Wide wooden pews with carved trilobe end panels flank a center
passageway which leads to the high altar. Halfway down the nave, a section of pews on the south side has been
removed to accommodate the baptismal fountain in the south aide and provideamid-nave crossaisle Vault ribs
polychromed with patterned motifs crossthe ceiling of the nave.

The seven compound scagliola columns on each side are topped by stylized Composite capital s decorated with
fanciful acanthus leaves. From these capital s spring ogee nave arches which support the navewalls above and form
the side aides. Another series of arches, set on aperpendicular to the nave arches and ending at a decorative wall
bracket, opposite the columns, form a series of rib vaults which serve as the ceiling of the aides (see photos 10-11).
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Within the aides, the walls are decorated by stained glass windows and bas-relief panels depicting the Stations of
the Cross (see photos fO-11,18). There are eight stained glass windows in each aide. On the south side of the
church are the following windows, listed from east to west: Flight to Egypt; Twelve-year old Jesus in the Temple;
Jesus raises the son of the widow of Nain; Be fishers of men; Chrigt restores sight; Christ with children; Chrigt
appears to Saint Margaret Alacoque; and Chrigt entrusting Peter witfa the keys to the kingdom of heaven,

On the norm sde of the church are the following windows listed from west to east; Our Lady of the Rosary (Mary
imparts the Rosary devotion to Saint Simon Stock); Our Lady Queen of Poland (the Blessed Virgin Mary is depicted
with saints of Polish history); the Annunciation; The Nativity; Mary and Jesus with the Mount Carmel Scapular,
with the tires of purgatory; Assumption of Mary; Mary, Queen of Heaven and Earth (fifth glorious mystery of the
rosary); and Saint Anne with Mary.

Each gtained glass window is set into and framed with an ogee arch painted in alternating blocks of color to
resemble ashlar masonry. The pictorid, stained glass window is divided into six horizontal sections by lead strips.
The lowest section of the window consists of a pivoting window panel that contains a castle motif. The next three
sections depict the topic of ihe window. The two uppermost sections contain an architectural canopy of a castle
motif, one of the characterigtics of the Munich School of stained glass. The canopy is a combination of arches,
turrets and towers. The canopy is loosaly based on Neushwanstein, the castle of King Ludwig of Bavaria, founder
of the Munich School of Stained Glass,

Between each of the windows is a panel from the Stations of the Cross  These are elaborate three-dimensional, bas-
relief panels set in an ogee-arched, gilded frame surmounted by a cross set on an anlhemion and supported by
scrolled brackets.  Each is numbered with a Roman numera at the bottom. The Stations of the Cross begin on the
south side of the church and extend from eest to west. They continue in an easterly direction on the north side

Additional aide decoration includes painted rib vault fieldstrimmed in gilt banding, gilded bosses at the rib
intersections and faux ashlar treatment of the rib vaults. The marble wainscoting of the outside walls is of a pinkish
hue with contrasting red trim caps and flat pilaster strips trimmed at the bottom with a dark green marble baseboard

At the crossing of the nave with the transept, the ceiling is alarge rib vault ornamented with decorative gilding and
polychromed banding. At the downward points of the vault sides are stylized floral motifs From this point the
sanctuary proceedsto the west, and the side altars within the transept arms to the north and south (see photo 12).

The naveislit with drop bulb chandeliers in the Gothic arches between the scagliofacolumns, and fluorescent light
fixtures mounted to the columns Crysta chanddiers illuminated each side dltar, .

The Sanctuary

Upon crossing the transept, one enters into the sanctuary (see photo 12), The sanctuary is farther divided from the
transept by being elevated on atwo-step marble platform. It is aso delineated by a white marble communion rail
composed of small columns supporting a quatrefoil-pierced panel A smal, modern atar (not original but placed in
the 1960s) facing the congregation is placed at the front of the sanctuary podium The dtar is s&t over a marble
marquetry pand depicting a bleeding pelican, a symbol of Christ. At the rear of the podium, on top of another three
marble steps, is the daborate, multi-tiered, and multi-bay, high dtar of St. Anthony of Padua. The semi-hexagonal
apse which forms the sanctuary is elaborately decorated with polychromatic banding, murals, mosaics and stained
glasswindows. Entrances on either side of the altar lead to service rooms on the north and the rectory on the south
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The high attar is an approximately three-story, three-bay, marble, plaster and mosaic structure (see photo 13), The
first tier consists of a marble atar with amosaic panel of the Last Supper on the front flanked by smaller mosaics of
grape and whesat clusters. Immediately above the Last Supper pand is the centered, solid gold. Holy Tabernacle set
into the base of an elaborate Gothic-influenced badachin. The baldachin is flanked by the second tier of the dtar,
consisting of a saries of mosaics. From south to north me mosaics are;. Saint Jadwiga (Hedwig); the wedding of
Joseph and Mary; Saint Wojciech (Adalbert); angds flanking the tabernacle; Saint Stanidaus; the agony in the
garden; Saint Casimir. The third tier of the dtar consists of a large, columned and canopied Crucifixion group
flanked by statues st into roofed and columned Gothic niches ornamented with attenuated crockets From south to
north the statues are: Saint Andrew Bobola, below which is Saint Stanidaus Kostka; Saint Joseph; Saint
Christopher, below which is Saint Peter; Infant of Prague below which is Saint Paul; Saint Anne with her daughter
Mary, mother of Jesus, Saint Mary Magdaene, blow which Is May, Queen of Poland. Life-size angle candelabra
flank the dtar.

Thewall treatment of the apse corresponds with the multi-tiers of the mam altar. The bottom third of thewall is
clad with marble wainscot inlaid with small mosaics. The middle tier is decorated with the faux ashlar masonry
treatment. Thetop third of thewall isilluminated by stained glass windows sat into ogee-arched openings and
separated by clasping buttress strips  The three stained glass windows depict, from south to north; the Last Supper;
the descent of the Holy Spirit; and the Resurrection. There are four murals in the ceiling of me apse depicting the
four evangdlists, from south to north. Saint Matthew, Saint John, Saint Luke and Saint Mark. Flanking the
Sanctuary arch are patrona shrines. Saint Francis of Assist on the south and Saint Anthony of Padua on the north.

An especidly prominent element of the sanctuary is tbe elaborately-carved wooden pul pit“elooi L defiQrathyi
compound pier (see photo 16). The pulpit is octagonal with a circular staircase leading up to the speaking platform.
The walls are paneled with ogee arches. The extended canopy of the pulpit is hand-carved with scallop shdls.
Above the canopy is a wooden pinnacle decorated with ogee arches and a conical cap. The pul pit was designed by
architect Rod Messmer of Montreal, Quebec. A plague on the pul pit indicates that the pul pit was patented in
Canada, France, Germany, Italy and Switzerland.

TheTransept Arms

The transept arms contain the side altars and the side chapels. The side chapels are set parall el to the mam altar and
immediately flank the sanctuary. On the south side is the chape! of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (see photo 15). On
the north side isthe chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary (see photo 14). Both altars within the side chapels reflect the
architecture of themain altar. A ground level marble altar is surmounted by stepped tiers of marble and inlaid
mosaics. A centered niche holds tbe Holy Tabernacle Above this dtar is a three-bay structure of an ogee-arched,
crocketed, larger niche flanked by smaller, similar niches, inturn, the center niche istopped by a Gothic baldachin
that matchesthat of the main dtar.

The Sacred Heart chapel contains a centered statue of Jesus manifesting his Sacred Heart. The statue is flanked by
icons of angles. Immediately to the west of the chapel on the perpendicular wall is alarge icon of the Assumption of
Mary st into an ogee-arched gilded frame. The Blessed Virgin Mary chapel contains astatue of Mary set into a
similar architectural canopy. The perpendicular mosaic depicts Christ as the Good Shepherd.
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At the end of the transept arms are sSide dtars, set on a perpendicular to the main dtar  On the south side of the
church is the altar to Our Lady of Czestochawa. On the north side of the church is the miraculous crucifix that
survived the origina church fire.

The Choir Loft

At the rear of the nave is the choir loft (see photo 9). Theloft is filled with the pipes of the original organ. At the
center of the loft is alarge Gothic arch enclosing most of the organ pipes flanked by smaller ogee arches containing
the entrances to the choir. Wooden benches on risers flank the organ. The choir loft is framed by a paneled wooden
balustrade topped by an ogee-arched railing.

Saint M aximillianK olbeChapel

The Saint Maximillian Kolbe Chapel islocated in the northwestern corner of the church next to the sacristy (see
photo 19). It wasthe original baptistery of the church prior to the liturgical changes that required the baptisma font
to be placed within the body of the church. The chapel is approached through a door north of the Blessed Virgin
Mary side chapel. Immediately above the small foyer is a stained glass window in the ceiling depicting the Hly, the
symbol of Mary The chapel is dedicated to Maximitlian Kolbe, a member of the Conventual Franciscan Friars
(black-colored habit), who as a founder of the Immaculata Movement established communities throughout the world
dedicated to Mary. During World War 11, the Nazis imprisoned him in Auschwitz for the dissemination of Catholic
publications. After afailed prison escape, ten prisoners were chosen to be executed as an example to the others,
Kolbe offered to exchange his life for another prisoner, one Francis Gajowniczek, who had a family of young
children in Poland. After three weeks of starvation and dehydration, Kolbe was injected with carbolic acid and died
on August 14,1941. Pope John Paul 11 canonized Maximillian Kolbe on December 10,1982. (Catholic Community
Forum: www cathoUc-fbrum.com).

In the center of the chapd behind the dtar is a stained glass window depicting the Baptism of Jesus by Saint John
the Baptist, To the west of the windows is amosaic of the Nativity and to the east isamosaic of Our Lady of Ostro
Brama, atown near Vilna, Lithuania.

The Sacristy

On the north side of the apse, immediately west of the Maximifhan Kolbe chapel isthe sacristy. Thisroom has been
somewhat atered with adropped ceiling and paneled walls. 1t is furnished with Gothic-influenced cabinets and
dressers for linens and sacramental cloths (see photo 20), This room opens into anarrow corridor that runs behind
the apse. At the other end of the corridor is the door to the rectory.

The Stained GlassWindows

An outstanding feature of St Anthony's church isits stained glass windows. There are 30 windows designed
according to the Munich School of stained glass design. Although it is unknown which studio produced the
windows, they aretypical of early twentieth-century windows imported from Germany and found in Catholic
churches in the New Y ork metropolitan area. The windows are characterized by distinct details practiced by the
artists of the Munich School- the figures are highly realistic, painted in a German Baroque style on antique glass
utilizing the traditiona "trace and matte" technique of glass painting, and the figures are st in redlistic scenes
framed by elaborated white and gold columns and canopies Sixteen full pictoria windows illuminatethe aisles,
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eight on each sidewall. Three pictorial windows light the gpse. A single pictorial window is located in the
vestibule and in the Maximilian Kolbe chapdl. The remaining windows are minor, and in some cases are generally
patterned stained glass windows with medallions rather than pictorials. None of the windows is signed,

Additional Ornamentation

Between 1933 and 1940, the Reverend Monsignor Szudrowicz spent S100,000 on church improvements, including
one of the first installations of fluorescent lighting in a metropolitan church. New dtars of white marble were
ingdled, including the high atar and the two side attars. A new Communion rail of white marble was aso installed
at thistime. The marble atars were createdfay Felix Lorenzoni of the Ecclesiastical Marble Studio in the Bronx,
New York, and sculpted m Pietrasanta, Italy,

Basement

The basement under the church contains afellowship hall (see photo 21), kitchen, storage areas and bathicorns.
Finishes in the fellowship hall include a pressed tin ceiling, paneled walls and atile-clad floor. The stone foundation
walls are vigble in the storage aress,

Ste

. Anthony of Padua occupies Block 390, lot Sl in Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey.
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Statement of Significance

. Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church, the oldest Polish church and parish in New Jersey, is being
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for its long and historic association with the
Polish immigrant community in Jersey City, and as the mother church of dl Polish churches in Hudson County.
Since its congtruction in 1892, the church has been the gathering spot and focus of the large Polish community in
Jersey City, as well as the surrounding neighborhoods. . Anthony of Padua Church is aso being nominated under
Criterion C, for Architecture and Art. The church is architecturally significant as one of the most unique religious
edifices in Jersey City. It is aeototful mixture of western and eastern design influences, with its Victorian Gothic
exterior, and Byzantine-influenced interior, and has retained its ethnic art and symbolism.  In both design and
workmanship, S. Anthony of Padua Church is indicative of the high qudity of late nineteenth century architecture
built in Jersey City. The church is characterized by significant examples of stained glass windows from the stained
glass school of Munich, aswell as exquisite mosaics.

Historical Background and Significance

The earliest Polish immigrants found their way to Jersey City around 1870. Mogt of them were poor, little educated,
and spoke no English, They had fled an oppressive government at home, poverty, and forced conscription into the
Austrian army, in some cases. Deeply religious, they were uncomfortable in the locd Roman Catholic churches that
could not provide them with the religious or ethnic traditions they so desperately sought. Nor could they provide
them with Polish language services. By 1882, enough Poles had gathered to think about forming a locd church.
Most of them had met a S. Stanidlaus Church on Stanton Street in New Y ork, the only Polish church in the
metropolitan area at the time. In need of religious services as well as catechismd education, local residents desired
to form their own parish. With limited funds, a small group of Polish residents gathered $225, enough money to
purchase three building lots on Monmouth Street. In May 1884, Newark Bishop Wigger blessed the cornerstone for
the first wood frame church, which was completed that autumn. Bishop Wigger was a supporter of the new parish
and spearheaded a fund drive to raise funds for St. Anthony's Church. He appointed Reverend Ignatius Barszcz as
theflrstpastor(J884-1887). The parish grew, and within less than a decade, membership expanded to 10,000. The
small wood frame church could not accommaodate the burgeoning population, and once again, under the leadership
of the second pastor, Rev Alexander Michnowski, money was collected to build a larger building, line original
church was moved to alot on Brunswick Street near the comer of Sixth Street, and anew granite and brownstone
church began to rise on the original lot. The new church was completed in 1892, From 1892 to i 895, the pastor
was Rev. Ladidaus Kukowski.

After Father Kukowski, St. Anthony was assigned a pastor, Rev Boledaw Kwiatkowski, who stayed with the parish
for thirty-nine years. The arrival of Rev. Kwiatkowski was marred by alarge fire, which destroyed the interior of
the church except for a large crucifix which hung over the main dtar. The surviva of the crucifix imbued it with a
miraculous aurathat the congregation recognizes and reveres till today. Rev. Kwiatkowski led the congregation in
the rebuilding of the church. Through the kind benevolence and generosity of the parishioners of Saint Anthony's,
the church was completely restored and even enlarged to seat € even hundred people,

The Polish population in Hudson County continued to grow. St. Anthony of Paduachurch originally served the
Polish residents not only of Jersey City but dso of Bayonne and Chffside, Realizing the need to expand, in 1905,
S. Anthony purchased the former St. Matthew's Protestant Episcopal Church on Sussex Stregt in Paulus Hook as a
mission church to serve the burgeoning Polish community on ihe waterfront. St, Matthew's congregation agreed to
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sl the church to St. Anthony's for $15,000, with the promise that the inexpensive red estate transaction would
guarantee the building's continuing function as a church. The mission church was named after Our Lady oi
Czestochowa. By 1911 there were 1,000 families registered at Our Lady of Czestochowa, enough to separéte as a
distinct parish. On August 26, 1911, Our Lady of Czestochowa was incorporated as an independent Catholic
church, no longer connected to . Anthony's,

The Newark archdiocese continued placing pressure on &. Anthony's Church to start other mission churches
throughout Jersey City, In 1911, another mission church was organized, . Ann on &. Paul's Stregt, near Tonnelie
Avenue. Inthe 19205 pressure was put OB Rev. Kwiatkowski to start yet another church, this time in the Greenville
section of Jersey City. Although land was purchased and construction begun, the project fell through and die land
was eventually sold.

After the completion of the renovation of . Anthony's Church, Rev. Kwiatkowski started a major building
campaign. He added the three-gtory rectory a 330 Sixth Street in 1896, and two years later, built the 23-classroom
school at the comer of Sixth Street and Brunswick Street with an adjoining convent for the Felician Sisters who
arrived from Detroit to teach (both the school and convent were sold c. 1994), The school replaced the original wood
frame church, which had previously been moved to the site.

When the Rt, Rev. Mgr. Ignatius Szudrowicz became Pastor in 1934, he dedicated himself to the task of
modernizing the church. Over the next six years. Rev. Szudrowicz raised $ 100,000 to redecorate the interior and
modernize the utilities. A large part of the money went to add fluorescent light fixtures, a feature very popular with
churches in the late 1930s  More significantly, the redecoration resulted in the addition of new marble dtars, marble
wainscot on the walls and a new Botticino marble baptismal font (The Catholic News, 12/7/40), The new altars
were of imported white marble. The new main dtar featured a magnificent crucifixion group above the dtar, and a
double tabernacle, opening in the rear as well as at the front The sanctuary was repainted with the four evangelists
pictured in medallionsjust below the gold-leafed ceiling. Similar medallions depicting the life of St Anthony
decorate the surrounding walls. The two additional sSde altars were the Sacred Heart Altar and the Blessed Virgin
Altar. The floor of the sanctuary was laid in marble and a new marble baptistery was added.

After the death of Rev. Szudrowicz, the Rev. Stanidaus Rosinki was appointed temporary administrator b 1948,
followed by the Rev. Leo Godlewski, who died six weeks after his instdlation as pastor. Rev, Leo Hak was
appointed the seventh Pastor of &t. Anthony of Padua Church. Rev. Hak repainted the entire church on the occasion
of the 60* anniversary of the laying of the cornerstone. He purchased a nearby public school building and converted
it to S. Anthony High School in 1952. Rev, Hak was followed by Rev Edward Majewski (1961-1971), Rev.
Marion Walichowski (1971 ?77), Rev. Michagl Gubernat and Rev. Joseph Urban, the current pastor.

Architectural and Artistic Significance

In both design and workmanship, St. Anthony's Church is indicative of the high quality of late nineteenth century
church architecture in Jersey City. The building isavery late example of the Victorian Gothic architectural
influence and is characterized by the use of polychromatic masonry, in the rock-faced brownstone walls with
contrasting granite trim, ogee arches, ornamental detailing and stone carvings throughout, The polychromatic High
Victorian Gothic was in style only from about 1865 to 1876, resulting in very few notable architectural monuments.
. Anthony's Church is a particularly late example of this style. The German-born architect touts H, Giele
designed the church.
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The architectural significance of the church is nirther enhanced by its interior ornamentation.  St. Anthony's Church
is decorated with murals, polychromatic banding of stylized floral and geometric motife, colorful ceilings with
gilded fields and faux ashlar masonry- painted vault ribs, elaborate bas-reliefs and atars, and exquisite stained glass
from the Munich School of dtained glass design. The church ornamentation is ablend of eastern and western
influences. While the statues and sculptures are western, the icons and the painted decorations are Byzantine in
nature. The secular and sacred are intertwined in the use of Polish symbolism, folk heroes and sacred images from
the life of Jesus Christ and Saint Anthony of Padua, Traditional culturd values, aswell as lessons in Polish history,
meld with religious associations to provide a sanctuary for a displaced immigrant. Religion and culture become one
to Saint Anthony's Church,

An outstanding feature of &t. Anthony's Church is its stained glass windows. Approximately 30 windows were
instaled in tne church after the fire of 1895, Although it is unknown which German stained glass studio
manufactured the windows, they are outstanding examples of the Munich style of windows and have very digtinct
characteristicswhich qualify them as such. The figures are highly redligtic, painted in a German Baroque style on
antique glass utilizing the Traditiona "trace and matte" technique of glass painting. The figures are set in aredistic
scene framed by elaborate white and gold columns and canopies Unlike medieval windows, where the line forms
by the lead is an important part of the design, the lead lines becomes subordinate to the highly painted glasses.

The Munich School windows had great success with German, Bohemian, Polish and other central European ethnic
congregations. They had the senditive understanding of the subject matter these congregations desired. The style
was aso very similar to the style of windows of the churches in the old country. The windows of Saint Anthony's
Church are not signed and extensive searching through the church archives has not revealed the manufacturer of the
windows.

Architect; LouisH. Giele

Architect Louis H. Giele was responsible for the design of St, Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church. Bornin
Hanover, Germany, Gidle immigrated to the Untied States in his early twenties and immediately began practicing
his profession. He designed many Catholic churches and ingtitutional buildings, the most notable being . CharJes
Borromeoin Brooklyn, New Y ork; St, Adalbeit's Church in Philadel phia, Pennsylvania; Assisium Institutein New _
York, and Sacred Heart Hospital in Allentown, Pennsylvania. Locally, Giele designed St. Anne's Church on
Kennedy Boulevard, and the school and convent for &. Anthony"s. Giele died on October 4, 1932 (American Art
Annua: 1932)
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Verbal Boundary Description

S. Anthony of Padua Church occupies Block 390, Lot SI, of the City of Jersey City tax map. The church is situated at 457
Monmouth Street near the comer of Sixth Street

BoundaryJustification

The nominated property consists of the entire parcel that has been historically associated with the church



NPSFonnlO-9Q0a

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National

Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shest

Section Number Photos  Page 11

Photographs

The following information is the same for all the photographs listed:

1) Name of property:

. Anthony of Padua Church

2) City and date: Jersey City, New Jersey
3) Photo by: Gerry Weingtein
4) Photo taken: May 8,2003

5) Loceation of negative: Zakaak Associates

30 Linden Place
Red Bank, NJ 0770]

" 6) & 7) Destriptions of views indicating direction of camera

Photo 1 of 21:
Photo 2ot"2I:
Photo 3 of 21:
Photo 4 of 21,

Photo 5o0f2l:

Photo 8 of 21:
Photo 9 of 21:
Photo 10 of 21:
Photo Il of 21:
Photo 12 of 21:

Photo 13 of21:
Photo 14 of21:
Photo 15 of 21:

Photo 16 of 21:

Photo 17 of 21:
Photo 18 of 21:
Photo 19 of 21:

Photo 20 of 21:
Photo 21 of 21.

Monmouth Street elevation View looking northwest.
Monmouth Street elevation. View looking west.
MonmGuth Street elevation. View looking south.
North elevation. View looking southeast.

. Anthony of Padua rectory at 330 Sixth Street. Holy Rosary Church is on the left and the steeple
of St. Anthony is visible beyond the rectory. View looking northeast.

Photo 6 of 21:

Photo 7 of 21:

Narthex (vegtibule). View looking north.

Narthex (vestibule). View looking south-

Nave, View looking west
Nave and choir loft. View looking ess.

North aide. View looking northwest,

South aide. View looking southwest.

Sanctuary. View looking west.

Highaltar. View looking southwest,

Blessed Virgin Mary side altar. View looking west.
Sacred Heart of Jesus dtar. View looking west.
Pulpit. View looking southwest.

Ceiling at crossing. View looking south.

"Be Fishers of Men" window. View looking south.

. Maximitlian Kolbe chapel. View looking north.
Sacristy. View looking north.

Basement fellowship hall. View looking west.

OMB Approval No 1024-0018

<. Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church
Jersey City, Hudson County, NJ
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Setate of Wetn Jeresey
Che e Fnddg Whiiman Department of Environmental Protection Robert C Slunn, Jr
oy prmmee Division of Parks &. Forestry Coarmianioncr
I hiionc Preservation Office
PO Box 404

Trenton, N.J- 08625-0404
TEL; (609)292-2023
FAX' (609)984-0578

May 21,1999
HPO-E99-121

-

Steve Hochman

E-Team Leader

Bureau of Environmental Services

New Jersey Department of Transportation
1035 Parkway Avenue

P.O. Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600

Dear Mr Hochman,

As Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer for New Jersey, in accordance with
36 GFR Part 80Q: Protection of Historic Properties, as published in the Federal Register
on September 2, 1986 (51, FR 31115-31125),! am providing Additional Consultation
Comments for the following project-

Hudson County, City of Jersey City

USRoutel&9T(25)

Replacement of 1&9T over St. Paul's Avenue and Conrail
NJDOT Proj. # 0904505

Federal Project* BRM-0046(111)

" These comments were prepared in response to your April 22, 1999 transmittal of a
revised architectural survey report,

SUMMARY: One additional architectural property has beein evaluated as National
Register etigtbio {new SHPQ Opinion). The project will have no effect on this property.
However, as previously stated the project will have an adverse effect on other historic
properties.

The reviewed report is:

"Reconnaissance-/Intensive-Level Historic Architectural Survey, U.S. Route 1 & 9
Truck Improvements Project, City of Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey"
volumes 1 and 2 by the R8A Group (April 1999),

New Icfsey rj nn Equal p*piscnwuir Employer
Bt beed Fibgrr
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800.4 Identifying Historic Properties

Twelve resources in the Area of Potential Effect (APE) have previous opinions of

eligibility:

@)

@)

3)

(39)

(4)

®)

©)
(1

(®)

9

10

St. Peter's Roman Catholic Cemetery was found eligible to be listed in the
National Register of Historic Places by a SHPO Opinion dated 6/18/96,
This property is eligible as both an above-ground and a below-ground

resource.
Old Main Delaware Lactewanna and Western Railroad Historic District

was found eligible to be listed in the National Register of Historic Places
by a SHPO Opinion dated 9/24/96,

US Route 1 & 9 Historic District was found eligible to be listed in the

National Register of Historic Places by a SHPO Opinion dated 3/8/96.

St. Paul's Avenue Viaduct (Str, # 0906156} is a contributing resource
within the US Route 1 & 9 Historic District.

PQopl&'s Gas Light Company/PSE&G Marion Office Historic District (444
and 460-468 St. Paul's Avenue) was found eligible to be listed in the
National Register of Historic Places by a SHPO Opinion dated 3/10/99.

P. LorHlard Company/American Can Company Historic District (888
Newark Avenue and 315-362 St Paul's Avenue) was found eligible to be
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by a SHPO Opinion
dated 3/10/99

26f-267 Van Wagenen Avenue was found eligible to be listed in the
National Register of Historic Places by a SHPO Opinion dated 3/10/99
St Ann's Polish Roman Catholic Church Historic District {southeast
corner of St. Paul's Avenue and Tonnete Avenue) was found eligible to be
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by a SHPO Opinion
dated 3/1Q/99. Please note that in my opinion the boundaries of the
eligible district are smaller than those recommended in the reviewed
report. Only the Church and Rectory are included in this opinion of
eligibility. The former convent and former Parish Hall/School (located on
the southwest corner of St. Paul's Avenue and Tonnele Avenue) have
been omitted. The 1988 alterations resulted in a loss of integrity for these
buildings. :

New Jersey Art Foundry (433-435 Tonnele Avenue) was found eligible to
be listed in the National Register of Historic Places by a SHPO Opinion
dated 3/10/99.

Erie Railroad Marion Main Line Historic District (the right-of-way of the
Erie Railroad from approximately Coles Street east of the eastern end of
the Bergen Archways through the area of potential effect continuing
westward to an undetermined location including all adjacent features and
appurtenances - n b although the boundaries of the eligible resource
extend beyond the APE no further identification work is required as part of
this project however additional work may be required for future projects)
was found eligible to be listed in the National Register of Historic Places
fay a SHPO Opinion dated 3/10/99,

Covert/Larch Historic District (IB contributing buildings; 26, 34, & 36

Covert Street; 73, 75, 76-78, 77, 79, 80, 81, 83, 85, 87, 88, 90, 91, 93 &
96 Larch Street) was found eligible to be listed in the National Register of
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Historic Places by a SHPO Opinion dated 3/10/99. A SHPO Opinion
dated 5fi799 stated thai archaeological deposits on six lots contribute to
the significance of this historic district

(11) Brunswick Laundry Powerhouse (68-72 Liberty Avenue) was found
eligible to be listed tn the National Register of Historic Places by a SHPQ
Opinion dated 3/10/99.

12) Jersey City Wafer Works Pipeline was found eligible to be listed tn the
National Register of Historic Places by a SHPO Opinion dated 5/7/99.

It is my opinion as Qeputy State Historic Preservation Officer for New Jersey, in
concurrence with the reviewed report, that the New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut
Historic District (all of the original right-of-way within the APE and the Bergen Cut,
with eastern and western boundaries outside of the APE undBterminedl is _,
individually ofigjfrleto be listed in the National fCeaister of Historic Places under Criteria
A and C for the reasons stated in the reviewed report. The period of significance of this
historic district is 1832-1937 In 1937, the extension of the Hudson and Manhattan
Raiload tracks was completed which marked the completion of the electrified system
now operated by PATH.

800,5 Assessing Effects

Additional information is necessary to assess effects on the following properties:

@ Old Main DLSW Historic District
2 Erie Railroad Marion Mainline Historic District
3 New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Historic District.

Current plans show new crossings over these historic railroad corridors. A final effect
finding is dependent on the character and configuration of the new crossing, If the new
crossing ts compatible is design, materials, and configuration with the character and
integrity of the historic district it crosses, then a no adverse effect finding would be
possible.

The project will have no effect on the following properties-

@ People's Gas Light Company/PSE&G Marion Office Historic Distfict

{2} p, Loriflard Company/American Can Company Historic District
3) 261-267 Van Wagenen

4 St Ann's Polish Roman Church Historic District

5) New Jersey Art Foundry

(6) Brunswick Laundry Powerhouse

The project will have no adverse effect on the following property:
@ St. Peter's Roman Catholic Cemetery

The project will have an adverse effect on the following properties'
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@ The US Route 1 & 9 Historic District. The project involves the demolition
of the St. Paul's Avenue Viaduct, a contributing resource in the historic
district

2 The Covert/Larch Historic District The project involves trie demolition of
ail of the contributing and non-contributing resources in this historic
district '

Additional Comments

As currently designed, the proposed US Route 1 & 9 Truck Improvements Project
. is a substantial threat to the integrity of the US Route 1 & 9 Historic District and contrary
to the very thoughtful conclusions and recommendations contained in the US Route 1 &
9 Historic Corridor Preservation Plan, The Preservation Plan established very positive
goals and objectives for both transportation and historic preservation and recognized
that the attainment of these goals and objectives might require the compilation and
analysis of detailed traffic flow, traffic safety, and physical conditions data as input to
both project need statements and project design and as part of the consultation among
NJDQT, FHWA, and HPO, As part of the continuing consultation, the HPO would very
much appreciate an opportunity to discuss with NJDOT and FHWA the connections
between the Preservation Plan's recommendations and the design of the proposed US
Route 1 & 9 Truck Improvements Project.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Andrea Tingey
regarding architecture at (609-984-0539) or Mike Gregg regarding archaeology at (609-
633-2395) Thank you

Sincerely,

Druy

Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer

C David Hawk, FHWA
Robin Schroeder, FHWA
Victoria Martinez. FHWA
Andras Fekete. NJDOT-BES
Borivoj Jasek, Hudson County Engineer
Windell Jones, Jersey City Historic Preservation Officer
Rick James

C.\ocuJus\99-1351 addtMOB
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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

This report is the end result of a reconjiaissance-/intendve-level historic architecturd
survey conducted as part of the proposed U.S Route 1 & 9 Truck Improvements Project
inthe City of Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey, This work was completed for
Parsons Brinckerhoff, Hardesty & Hanover, and the New Jersey Department of
Transportation by the Cultural Resource Unit of The RBA Group, and haa involved
documentary research, in-field survey, andyss, and report preparation.  The purpose of
the survey wasto identify and evaluate historic architectural resources relative to their
potentia digibility for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.

Three resources Sted within the Area of Potential Eflfect - S Peter's Roman Catholic
Cemetery, the Old Main Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Railroad Historic Didtrict,
and the U.S. Route 1 & 9 Corridor Historic Didrict - have previoudy received SHPO
Opinions of Eligibility, This study hasidentified nine additional historic architecturd
resources within the Area of Potentid Effect - the New Jersey Rallroad Bergen Cut
Historic Digtrict; the People's Gas Light Company/PSE& G Marion Office Historic
Didtrict; the P. Lorillard Company/American Can Company Historic District, 261-267 Van
Wagenen Avenue, the S Ann's Polish Rjoman Cahalic Church Historic Didrict; the
Brunswick Laundry Power House; the New Jersey Art Foundry; the Erie Rallroad Marion
Maia Line Historic Didtrict; and the Covert/Larch Historic Didtrict - that are digible for
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.

It is concluded that the proposed project will have no effect on the People's Gas Light
Company/PSE& G Marion OfficeHistoric Didtrict, theP. Lorillard Company/American

Can Company Higtoric Didrrict, 261-267 Van Wagenen Avenue, the . Ann's Polish

Roman Catholic Church Historic Didrict, the Brunswick Laundry Power House, aad the

New Jersey Art Foundry Itisconcluded that the proposed project will have no adverse

effect on St Peter's Roman Catholic Cemetery, the Old Main Delaware, Lackawanna and

Western Railroad Historic Digtrict, the New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Historic Didrict,
and the Erie Railroad Marion Main Line Historic District if appropriate design T
condderations are implemented. It is concluded that the proposed project will have an

adverse effect on both the U.S Route 1 & 9 Corridor Historic District and the

Covert/Laich Historic Didtrict, Recommendations for the mitigation of these adverse
effectsinclude, fortheU S. Route 1 & 9 Corridor Historic Didtrict, the completion of an
appropriate program of recordation and theimplementation of appropriate design

condderations and, for the Covert/Larch Hidoric Didrict, a program of limited

recordation and historic documentation be conducted in conjunction with anticipated

archaeologica datarecovery activities.

Copies of thisreport are onfilea The RBA Group, Parsons Brinckerhofi; Hardesty &
Hanover, the New Jersey Department of Transportation, and the New Jersey Historic
Preservation Office.
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been covered; the cornice at 206 has been removed, Bach of these four buildings has 1/1
sash windows. Entrances, located in the right bay, are enclosed at 200 and 202, those a
206 and 208 have ametd overdoor The dwelling at 208 Dey Street is three bays in width
and is capped by a flat roof with a denticulated wood cornice. The building has been clad 1
with asbestos shingle Sding. Windows are 1/1 sash. The entrance, located in the right

bay, has atransom and is fronted by abrick and concrete stoop. The dwelling a 210 Dey

Street has witnessed the mogt dteration. A large addition has been applied to the front of

the building, and the entire structure covered with synthetic Sding. The addition is ] .
enclosad at the second story and features a bowed window. At the first story, it is |
partidly enclosed, leaving a cutaway entrance in the left corner that is set on atal base of S

concrete blocks.

Evaluation of Jgnifi

This streetscape is neither architecturally nor historicaly distinguished. Its survivd as a
grouping of attached rowhouses may be unusual within the soope of the project area, but
isnot atypica for Jersey City or Hudson County as awhole The Streetscape is not
digible for listing OB the National Regigter of Historic Pkces.

New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Historic Digtrict S —
History

The New Jersey Railroad and Transportation Company was incorporated in 1832 to
congtruct aral line to connect New Brunswick and Jersey City. Construction began later
that sarae year, and the new rail line was completed to the west Sde of the Bergen Ridge
in 1834. The new line ran northeast from New Brunswick to Newark, and then continued
eastward across the Passaic and the Hackensack Rivers, It then continued esst dong the
south sde of the Newark Turnpiketo run through the wetlands on the east Sde of the
Hackensack and across the upland to the east of the wetlands to reach the Bergen Ridge.
The New Jersey Railroad dso completed itsfirst Hudson River terminal facility at Paulus
Hook in 1834, and later that same year atemporary Ike was built over the Ridge to alow
acoess to the new facility. Trie noted Bergen Cut was completed to alow for passage
through the Ridge in 1838, The Cut, which was viewed as one of the more noteworthy
engineering feats of the time, was about one milein length, 28 feetin width (it was later
widened), and an average of 40 feet in depth It provided the only route through the
Ridge until the completion of the Erie Tunnel io 1861, and it was, therefore, dso utilized
fay severd other rail line, including the Paterson and Hudson River Railroad (later the Erig)
and the Morris and Essex Railroad (later the Delaware, Lackawaana and Western). In
1839 the New Jersey Railroad was connected with the Camden and Amboy Railroad at X
New Brunswick, thereby establishing thefirst rail line to cross New Jersey and connect
New York City and Philadelphia

48



[ S——)

"W28 2008 160 6 mHsTOR, ¢ PRssoFC 609 984 578 TO 91005453733 P 0922

In 1854) the New Jersey Railroad redeveloped its Hudson terminal, and it was this second
termina that came to be known as Exchange Place In 1867 the New Jersey linewas
consolidated with the Camden and Araboy and with the Delaware and Raritan Cand to
form the United Cand and Railroad Company of New Jersey. This new entity was then
leased by the PennsylvaniaRailroad in 1871. The Pennsylvaniasignificantly expanded the
former New Jersey Railroad waterfront facilities during the next two decades with a new
terminal being completed in 1876. This third termina was replaced by the fourth and find
termind a Exchange Placein ) 892. The Pennsylvanias Jersey City termina was
bypassed with the completion of the railroad's Hudson River tunnel in 1910 and the
opening of the noted Pennsylvania Station in New York City in 1911.

The Pennsylvania Railroad was dso involved in the incorporation of the Hudson and -
Manhattan Railroad in 1906, and it was this concern that completed the first Hudson River
tunnels during the first decade of the present century. The Hudson and Manhattan* s line
ran west from itstunnels on the waterfront to pass through the Bergen Cut and was
completed to Newark in 1911. The Hudson and Manhattan went into receivership in 1954
(it was dso during this period that the Pennsylvanias Exchange Place termind was
demolished), with areorganization resulting. In 1962 the Hudson and Manhattan
Railroad, dongwith the former New Jersey Railroad trackage dong Newark Avenue and
through the Bergen Cut, was purchased by the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, The line was reorganized as the Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
(PATH), and it remains in operation today.

Archit=chural Description

The New Jersey Ralroad Bergen Cut Higtoric Didtrict, as it passes through the vicinity of
the project area, incorporates two primary components. the now elevated origind right-
of-way of the New Jersey Railroad line and the Bergen Cut. This right-of-way was built
as part of theNew Jersey Railroad's main line between New Brunswick and Jersey City
between 1832 and 1838, The most significant physical component of this digtrict is the

‘Bergen Cut, a mile-long open excavation that, when completed, provided the first route

through the massive traprock formation known as the Bergen Ridge. The Cut was, in
fact, the only passage through the Ridge until the completion of the Erie Tunnel some
twenty-five years later, and it remains in use today as the corridor of operations for the
Port Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation (PATH) A second important physical
component of thislineisthe elevated right-of-way extending from the Hackensack River
to the area to the west of Tonnele Avenue (Plate 4 4). This section of the former New
Jersey Railroad -was eevated above the streets of Jersey City by the Pennsylvania Railroad
during the decades that followed the Pennsylvania's lease of the United Canal and
Railroad Company of New Jersey, Thisimprovement wasaccomplished through the
congtruction of massive masonry walls which retained the fill on which the tracks
connecting the Hackensack and the Bergen Cut were lad.  Sted bridge spans provide for
the crossing of city streets where necessary  This elevated right-of-way is aso presently
utilized by PATH trains, and there are dso some freight operations aong this portion of
theline.

43
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Plate 4,4. View looking north at a portion of the New Jersey Railroad Bergen
Cut Historic Didrict (now PATH and Conrail). Photographer:
Meredith Arms Bzdak, April 1998.
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The historic and engineering significance of the New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Historic
Didrict and the physicd integrity of the portion of the digtrict n the vicinity of the project
APE lead to the conclusion that the sad didtrict is digible for listing on the "Nationd
Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C, The Bergen Cut section of the district
was congructed during the 18305 and the successful excavation of torn of overburden
and trap bedrock to create the mile-long passage through the Bergen Ridge was a
sgnificant engineering accomplishment for the time, The New Jersey Railroad was among
the firgt to be completed in the State of New Jersey and was associated from its inception
with the powerful Camden and Amboy Railroad, which was, in fact, the Irst ral Uneto be
completed in the State and a dominant force in New Jersey governmenta affairs during the
middle decades of the 19+ century, With the passing of the Camden and Amboy
monopoly this rail line came to be controlled by the massve Pennsylvania Railroad, and it
played akey role inthe Pennsylvanids successful effort to reach the Hudson River and the

harbor of New YoHc.

Only one component of this digtrict - the PATH and ConrauVUS. Route 1 & 9 Truck
Bridge - has been previoudy evaluated, This bridge, which was built by the Pennsylvania
Railroad over Wahs Avenue (which was later incorporated as part of Route 1 & 9 Truck)
in 1931 was found to the not igible for the National Register in the NJDOT New Jersey
Higtoric Bridge Survey (A.G, Lichtenstein & Associates 1994) - this finding was
concurred with by NJHPQ- As aresult of the definition of the New Jersey Railroad
Bergen Cut Higtoric Didtrict, thisbridge is now viewed to be a contributing resource to

the sad didtrict.

Didlrict boundaries have been defined for the New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Historic
Didrict as follows: within theimmediate vicinity of the project area (extending from the
Hackensack River to West Side Avenue) - the Conrall Pennsylvania Railroad Trenton -
Jersey City Main Line property (Block 1603.1, Lots 1, 2, and 3); and to the east of West
Side Avenue - the Conrall Pennsylvania Railroad Trenton - Jersey City Main Line
property through the Bergen Cut. The boundaries for this resource have been defined
only in association with the Area of Potentid Effect for the present project - no attempt
has been made 10 define this resource to the west and esst of the limits described,

P. Lot-Ward Company/American Can Company Historic Didtrict (Newark Avenue,
Senate Place, Dey Street, and S. Paul'sAvenue)

History
Theportion of land that ulti mately became developed asthe industrial core of the Marion
section of Jersey City remained nearly completely open until the second decade of the 20th

century, when P Lorillard Tobacco Company erected alarge office/manufacturing plam,
power house, and warehouse oathe Ste between 1911 and 1919 The Lorillard Company was

ol
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8004 I dentifying Historic Properties

The following properties have previoudy been identified as National Regiger
digible
) » Lower Hack Bridge (SHPO Opinion 9-18-90), it is dso akey-contributing
resource in the Old Main Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad Historic
Didtrict
+  Wittpenn Bridge (SHPO Opinion 2-7-01), it is also a key-contributing resource
in the New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Higtoric Digdtrict.
» New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Higtoric Digtrict (SHPO Opinion 5-21-99)
« Old Man Delaware, Lagkawaona aad Western Railroad Higoric Didtrict
(SHPO Opinion 9-24-9%61
* Pulaski Skyway (SHPO Opinion 8-4-83)
« USRoute | & 9 Corridor Higtoric Digtrict (SHPO Opinion 3-8-96)
« Jarsgy City Water Works Pipdine (SHPO Opinion 5-7-99)

It ismy opinion as Deputy State Higtoric Preservation Officer for New Jersey that
the following properties are digible to be liged in the Nationad Regigter of Historic
Places:

» The Hackensaek River Lift Bridges Historic Digtrict has a state level of
sgnificance and iseligible under CriteriaA and C. The four bridges included
(Lower Hack Bridge, Wittpenn Bridge, Pennsylvania Harsimus Branch Bridge,
and Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge) were dl built as part of apost WW1 regional
effort, led by the War Department, to provide asteady and uninterrupted flow of
ralroad, vehicular, and marine traffic through and over the navigable waterways
within the Port of New Y ork. AJJfour bridgesare Individualy distinguished
examples of vertical lift bridge desgn. Three of the bridges are associated with
master designer John Alexander Low Waddell, The Hackensaek River Lift -
Bridges Historic Didtrict is aunique collection of largely unaltered, operable,
and increasingly rare examples of historically and technologically significant
bridges. Theperiod of sgnificance for the digtrict is 1928-1930. It is located in
both Jersey City and Keamy Town.

»  The Pennsylvania Railroad Harsmus Branch (now Conrail/CSX) Bridge :
over the Hackensaek River has a gae level of sgnificance and is individually ;
eligible to be ligted in the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A
and C. It wasbuilt as part of apos WWI regiond effort, led by the War
Department, to provide a steady and uninterrupted flow of railroad, vehicular,
and marinetraffic through and over the navigable waterways within the Port of
New York. Itisanindividually distinguished example of vertical lift bridge
design. It is associaed with magter designer John Alexander Low- Waddell.

The period of significance for the bridge is 1930, In addition to being :
individually dligible, this structure is aso akey-contributing resource within

both the Hackensaek River Lift Bridges Higtoric Digtrict and the New Jersey

Railroad Bergen Cut Higtoric Digtrict

» The PennsylvaniaRailroad (now PATH) Bridge over the Hackensaek River
has gate level ggnificance and isindividually digible to be listed in the
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National Register of Historic Places under CriteriaA and C. It was built as part
of apost WWI regiond effort, led by the War Department, to provide a steady
and uninterrupted flow of railroad, vehicular, and marinetraffic through and
over the navigable waterways within the Port of New Y ork. Itisanindividually
distinguished example of verticd lift bridge design. It is associated with master
designer John Alexander Low Weddell. The period of significance for the
bridge is 1930. It islocated in both Jersey City and Kearny Town. In addition
to being individudly digible, thisstructure isaso akey-contributing resource
within both the Hackensack River Lift Bridges Historic Didtrict and the New
Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Higtoric Didtrict

« The PSE&G Kearny Generating Station (located at Block 298 Lot 19A in
Kearay Town) has state level significance and isindividually digibleto be
listed in the National Register of Historic Places under CriteriaA and C. The
eligible resource includes the Powerhouse, Switch House, Services Building,
and North Gate House - the only survivors of the 12 buildings associated with
the origina congruction in 1926, PSE& G, throughout its corporate history, has
been a the vanguard of developing new power sources and technologies. At the
time of its congtruction, company engineers saw the new Kearny Station as an
opportunity "to develop an instdlation outstanding at the timein its use of new
and modem design practices” The turbo generators embodied dl the |atest
improvements. By the 1920s over 90% of New Jersey's energy came fromits
four most efficient stations at Essex, Marion, Kearny and Burlington, In 1933, a
20,000 kilowatt mercury boiler-turbine (the largest such unit inthe world) was
installed in Kearny Station. However, it was abandoned 20 years |ater because
the mercury began dissolving the ged inthe tubes of the bailer. In the 1960s,
PSE& G pioneered the use of airplane-typejet engines to drive eectric
‘generators, which were ingdled inKeaxny. :

Itismy opinion as Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer for New Jersey, in
concurrence with the reviewed report, that the following properties are not eigibleto be
liged i |n the National Register of Historic Places;

Eastern OU Termind, 205 Howeli Stredt, Jersey City

« 35 DulSdd Avenue, Jarsey City

« 228 Broadway, alca Nabisco Warehouse, Jarsey City

« 275 Broadway, Jarsey City

» 301 Broadway, Jersey City

*  Charlotte Circle, Jersey City

8005 Assessing Adverse Effects

The project as proposed, demolition and replacement of the Witlpenn Bridge, will
have an Adverse Effect on higoric properties,

« Therewill be an adverse effect to the Wittpenn Bridge because it will be
demolished.
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« TherewUl be an adverse effect to the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Branch
(now Conrail/CSX) Bridge over the Hackensack River because it shares
common piers with the adjacent Wittpenn Bridge. The demoalition of the
Wittpenn Bridge will irreversibly alter the integrity of setting, design,
workmanship, materias, feding, and associaion for this resource,

» Theat will be an adverse effect on the New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Higtoric
Didtrict because the project will have an adverse effect oa a key-contributing
resource within the digtrict - the Pennsylvania Railroad Haraimus Branch (now
Conrall/CSX) Bridge over the Haekensack River.

*  There will be an adverse effect to the Hackensack River Lift Bridges Historic
Didtrict because akey contributing resource, the Wittpenn Bridge, will be
demolished.

«  Therewill be an adverse effect to the New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Historic
District because a key contributing resource, the Wittpenn Bridge, will be
demolished,

*  Adverse effects to the two historic districts could be compounded ifthe
replacement bridge is not compatible with their character in terms of 9ze, scale,
desgn, and materids.

The project as proposed will have (conditionaly) no adverse effect on the following
resources, provided that the new congtruction is compatible in terms of 9z, scale,
design, and materids.
» Pulsski Skyway
USRoute 1 & 9 Higtoric Didtrict
Lower Hack Bridge
Pennsylvania Rallroad (now PATH) Bridge over Hackensack River
Old Main Delaware, Lackawaiuia and Western Railroad Higtoric Didtrict
The PSE& G Kearay Generating Station

Effects onthe Jersey City Water Works Pipeline have not yet been assessed,
8096 Resolution of Adverse Effects

i & & ¥ &

| look forward to proceeding with the effects assessment for the Jersey City Water
Works Pipeline and continuing consultation in accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.6,
Resolution of Adverse Effects, on ways to avoid or minimize harm to identified historic
properties.

I the avoidance of adverse effects isfound not feasible after the appropriate level
of study and anaysis of aternatives, then | concur that the following mitigation measures
outlined in the reviewed report should be part of the mitigation strategy and among the
find inventory of mitigation messures,

*  Recordation of the Wittpenn Bridge to standards similar to the Historic
American Engineering Record (HAER). Recordation should focus on both the
individual character of the bridge as well as its seiting within and relationship to
the Hackensack River Lift Bridges Higtoric District Copies of the recordation
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should be ofiered to the Historic Preservation Office aswell as appropriate date
and loca repogtories.

* A popular document that illustrates the hitorical and technologica significance

of tileHackensack River Lift Bridges Historic District which should be
digtributed to locd and selected state higtorical societies libraries, schools,
preservation organizations, and railroad organizations. Copies of the
publication may dso be posted on the N JDOT and HPO web Stes for wider
digtribution at a reasonable cod.

*  New congtruction should be designed to be compatible with the character of

Identified historic properties in terms of Sze, scde, design, and materias. HPO
staff should be integrally involved in the design process

» |f mitigation consderations become necessary for the Jersey City Water Works
Pipeline, the consultation should include Ms. Jean Howson, the foremost
authority on the history and archaeology of this 19" century urban utility.

If you have any questions regarding this |etter, please contact Charles Scott or

Andres Tingey regarding architecture at (609-633-3496 or 609-984-0539, respectively)
or Mike Oregg regarding archaeology at (609-633* 2395).

cC

Sincerdly,

Bﬁmﬁ%}]‘./

Dorothy P. Guzzo
Deputy Sate Historic
Presarvation Officer

AndrasFekete NJDOT-BES
Lauralee Rappleye-Marsett, NJDGT-BES
Amy Fox, FEWA
Y anmakyfa,FHWA
Harold Carstens, Friends of the NJ Railroad and Transportation Museum
William LaRosa, Hudson County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affiurs
Claire Davis, Jarsey City Historic Preservation Commission
Doreen Cdl, Clerk, Kearny Historic Preservation Commisson
Alan Mounier, Archaeologicad Society of New Jersey
Chair, Jersey City Landmarks Conservancy
Rick James

AT/CSC:/E2QQ2-67Wittpenn
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bounda;y for thishistoric resourceis suggested to be limited to the bridge itself, which is 2950 feet
long and includes the movable span, approach spans and substructure. The period of significanceis
recommended as 1930-1952.

The PennsylvaniaRailroad (PATH) Bridge is further recommended as a contributing resource to the
New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Higtoric Didtrict, which received a SHPO Opinion of Eligibility
in 1999, The opinion for this historic digtrict did not include the bridge, and preliminary boundaries
assgned to the didtrict extended east from the eastern end of the subject bridge up to and including
the eastern boundary of the Bergen Cut. The period of significance assgned to the district is 1832-
1937. The Pennsylvania Rallroad (PATH) Bridge, built 1930, fallswithin the period of significance
for the district and is akey contributing resource to therail line.

The planned replacement of the Wittpenn Bridge will have an indirect visud effect on the
Pennsylvania Railroad (PATH) Bridge. This effect will be not be adverse because it will not detract
from those character-defining features that make it individualy digible for the National Register or
eligible as a contributing resource to the Hackensack River Lift Bridges Historic District and the

New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Historic Didtrict
82  New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Historic District

For historical background on the New Jersey Railroad, the reader is referred to Sections 6,3,8.1.3
and 8.14. The Bergen Cut Higtoric Didtrict was surveyed at the intensive-level in 1999 by the RBA
Group in advance of proposed improvements to U.S. Route 1&9 Truck and recommended eligible
for the Nationad Register of Historic Places (RBA Group 1999h). On May 21,1999 the New Jersey
Railroad Bergen Cut Hidtoric Didtrict received a SHPO Opinion of Eligibility, The period of
sgnificance for the digtrict is 1832-1937.

The New Jersey Railroad (Bergen Cut) Historic Didtrict is historically significant (Criterion A) for
its association with the New Jersey Railroad, the third raikoad incorporated in New Jersey (1832),
as the first railroad connection between New Y ork and Philadelphia, and under the auspices of the
Pennsylvania Ralroad, asthefirst railroad company to congtruct atunnel under the Hudson River.
The Bergen Cut Historic Digtrict is dso technologicaly significant (Criterion C) for two integral
components; the Bergen Cut and the elevated right-of-way, both constructed between 1832-1838.
The Bergen Cut is noteworthy as amile-long, 28-foot wide and 40-foot déep cut through amassive

8-33
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ridée of traprock. Until the completion of the Erie Tunnel in 1861, the Bergen Cut provided the only
access through Bergen Ridge to the Jersey City waterfront The eevated right-of-way is supported
on masonry walls enclosing railroad tracks and carried over the city streets via sted bridges.

Preliminary boundaries for the district were confined to the origind right-of-way within the U.S,
Route 1&9 Truck project's APE, specificaly, extending from the Hackensack River on the west to
east of West Side Avenue through the Bergen Cut, The didtrict's eastern and western boundaries
outside the APE were undetermined (Appendix K). In 2000, an Addendum tothe U.S. Route 1&9
Truck Improvements project prepared by the RBA Group recommended that the Wittpenn Bridge
and Pennsylvania Railroad Harsmus Branch (ConralyCSX) Bridge should receive consideration as
contributing resources to the New Jersey Railroad Beogen Cut Historic Didtrict (RBA Group 2000),
Subsequent SHPO Consultation Comments aflSrmed this recommendation, concluding that the
structura connections between the Pennsylvania Railroad Hansimus Branch (Conrail) Bridge and
the Wittpenn Bridge, "justify inclusion of the Wittpenn Bridge as acontributing resource to the New
Jarsey Railroad (Pennsylvania Railroad) Bergen Cut Higtoric Didrict” (Appendix 0). It is the
conclusion of the current survey that the proposed replacement of a contributing resource- the
Wittpenn Bridge- condtitutes an adverse effect on the New Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Higtoric
Didtrict Since the Pennsylvania Railroad Harsimus Branch (Conrail/CSX) Bridge, Pennsylvania
Railroad (PATH) Bridge, and Wittpenn Bridge are contributing resourcesto the Bergen Cut Historic
Didrict, it isrecommended that the historic district's boundaries should be extended to the west to

encompass the badges in ther entirety.
83 (Old Man LineDeaware Lackawanna& Western Railroad Higtoric Didtrict

The Old Main Line Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad (D.L&W.) received a SHPO
Opinion of Eligibility on September 24,1996 for its significant association with suburbanization,
commuter and passenger traffic, and freight traffic (Criterion A) and for its engineering and
architecture (Criterion C), The most comprehensive treatment of the D.L&W. history is Thomas
Taber's The Ddlaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad In theNineteenth Century (1977) and The
Delaware. Lackawanna and Western Railroad in (he Twentieth Century (1980). The significant
features of the railroad can be found with the 1996 SHPO Opinion (Appendix 1). A brief history of
therailroad follows below.

8-34
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New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection _
Historic Preservation Office Pag* i of 1

BRIDGE ATTACHMENT ~amnimanvini. i

Common Name:  Cnnrall/CSX Bridge nvfir Hackntisank River :
Historic Name: EF™ys‘m™? tt*ilm«1 HflnriTma Branch Bridge nver Hackensack River ——. .

Feature Carried: Cnnrail/CSX

FeatureCrosed:  HaflkftsancL River » . Mllepost
Owner/Operator:  Cnnrail/CSX — SI&A Sructurs Number:
Congtruction Date: 1910 A~ Source; £ngfaflffrirg Nfws-Rfiiinrd (Nnv O,1930)
Alteration Date{«); ,—— — Source —, —_— — -
Engineer: A CWatsm* (Pennsylvania Railroad) Physical Condition; Hood —..—
Builder. [Hmftnnt TBrjdgft rnmp”™y (superstructure) Remaining Historic
Type  Mnvahlfti ygrtical Ut Fabric: High . .
Design: MG’ [1— - ; Sans.  i—
Material: Sted— - - — Length: 1188 *—
Width;
Patent Holder: ... . —

Patent Data: . —

Description:

This Harsmus Branch Bridge i* comprised of the followi r!g? spanj; one through girder and four deck plate stedl girder western
gpproach spans, two Pratt truss tower spuns, aPorker truss|ift span and oae deck plate steel girder and asix spaa concrete viaduct
eastern gpproach spans. Thebridge measures 11 $8 feet long and rests on reinforced concrete piers. Thelift spaais 206-Ceet long
wiA a 13-foot vertical clearance over high water in the closed position and 135 feet when opened. The towoB consgt of ft-ont
vertical columns and rear incUned columns, Mounted aop the towers are sheaves over which pad sted win ropes that are
attached to counterweights. The wire ropes are retracted by gearsthat move the span upward while simultaneously alowing the
counterweights to move downward. Since its opening, the l1ft span has been controlled by a bridge operator in the Pennsylvania
Railroad (PATH) Bridge totoe south.

Setting:

Thistwo track bridge spans the Hackensack River between Jersey City aod Kearay Town, Hudson County.
Low dengity, lightindustrial propertiesand an extensiveroad network;, including the Pulaski Skyway(Route
| &9), Route 1&9 Truck and Route 7 occupy the east Sdeof theriver. Thewest sideisinfilled Meadowlands

rconsisting of aLarge freight yard, a power gen erating station and post World War 11 industria buildings, The

—

bridge shares its eastern piers with an adjacent road bridge (NJ Route 7-Wittpenn Bridge), a vertical lift
bridge aso completed in 1930. About 250 feet south of the bridge is another vertical lift bridge currently
operated by PATH andbuilt for the PennsylvaniaRailroad's passenger line.

Survey Nome; NJ Route 7-Wittpflnn Bridge nver Hflefcengtiek River h-u-.. Cetoese 0]
Surveyor: filftnn R ryfndica -

Orgaritaton: Hichue'd Canahi A csoriaim,
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New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Historic Preservation Office Page 1 of }

ELIGIBILITY WORKSHEET SR

P el
History;

la 1926, the War Department issued a directive requiring vertica clearance above the Hsckeasack and Passaic Rivers be a
unUbnn 35 feet over high water with a. maximum vertical clearance of 135 feet. Plans were subsequently drawn up by the
Pennsylvania Railroad to replace the old swing bridges on trestle approaches. The new Hareimus Branch bridge was bulk north
ofthe exigting bridge and concurrently with the Wittpenn Bridge, which shares adjacent piers at its eastern goproach.

The Harairaus Branch Bridge went into service on November 4, 1930. Pennsylvania Railroad personnd responsible for its
congtruction included A.C. Watson, chief engineer of the New Y ork Didtrict T W, Pinard, Engmeerof Bridgesand Buildings and
JJ. Vail, Congtruction Engineer, The Phoenix Bridge Co. buili the superstructure, and the firm of WaddeU aod Harda& ty acted as

consulting engineerson the lift span.

Ate World War 11, the focus on highway construction and increased use of the automobile di voted passengers away from all
ralroads. By the 1960*3, mergers between ailing railroads were believed to be the only means of survival. The Pennsylvania
Railroad merged wife the New Y ork Central in 1968 but went bankrupt in 1970, the Ingot bankruptcy in American history. Its
freight operationswere subsequently taken over by Coorall and the CSX Corporation,

Statement of Significance;

The Pennsylvania Railroad Haxamus Branch Bridge is sgnificant for its association with John Alexander Low Waddell, the
preeminent engineer of vertica lift bridges who is credited with designing the first vertica lift bridgein this country- the South
Halstead Street Bridge and as an intact, operable and increasingly rare example of a significant movable bridge type (Criterion C).
Thebridgewashbuilt aspart of aregiond effort, led by the War Department, to provide adequate vertica clearance over navigable
waterwayswithin die Port of New Y ork (Criterion A). The HarstmusBranch Bridge is aso considered a contributing resource to
theHacfcensack River Lift BridgesHigtoric DistrictandtheNew Jersey Railroad Bergen Cut Historic District,

Eligibility for Now Jersey National
an%l N%onal Registers;y IS Yes D No Register Criteria; MA DB G3c UD

Level of Significance: D Local Kl State G National

Justification of Eligibitity/InoliglbHlty;

The Pennsylvania Railroad Harsmus Branch (Conrait/Csx) Bridge is historically and technologically
significant, and it retainsiits integrity of location, setting, design, materials, wotfemanship, feeling and
association.

Narrative Boundary Description:

The boundary is limited to tne bridge itself which is 1188 feet long and includes the movable span,
approach spans and substructure.

L s
Survey Name: NJ ftnute 7-Wittpenti BririgR OVRT Harlransar.fr Riypr . Date Oc’[ober, 2901
Surveyor: Crlerm R. Modifa .

Organization- Richard Trruhh A Associates e e e

——
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION LISA P JACKSON
JON S: CORZIXE Natural andHistoricResoitrow. HistoricPreservation Offl « ﬁnm-
Governor PO Box 414, Tfenton, W OB62S
TEL: (606 Im-Bh] FAX, e PE-05T0
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T« Chartea Montenge Pram; Charles Scott
I 206546739 Date: March 28,2008
Phmenin 2005 500-1935 Fajde: 20
[ ™ NJ Railroad Bergen Cut Historic District  CC;
L T XX For Review  H»*>»» Comment Ty Raply Pleaa» ftoeycle

«Comments.

Mnv Jftsty Is An £<jucl Opportunity Exipio®r 9  Prtoml cm Recycled Paprr and Xttyetabl*



